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THE 


PREFACE. 


WSMOnJieur  de  Fene- 
^^fe!  loHy  Archbifhop 
'^"^■-^  and  Duke  of 
Camhraj,  having  ho- 
noured me  for  feve- 
ral  Years  before  his 
Death  with  a  particu- 
lar Friendlhip,  I  have 
A  2       thought 
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thought  my  felf  obhg- 
ed  by  the  Refped:  I 
owe  his  Memory,  and 
for  the  Sake  of  the 
PublickGood,  to  write 
this  Hiftory  of  his 
Life.  As  my  De- 
fign  is  to  defcribe  his 
Character  by  his  Ac- 
tions^ his  Sentiments, 
and  his  W^ritings,  there 
will  nothing  be  found 
in  this  Hiftory  but 
Matters  of  an  inftruc- 

tive 
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tiveNature,  and  which 
will  intereft  every 
Lover  of  Truth  and 
Virtue; 

That  the  Narration 
may  be  lliort,  plain, 
and  not  too  languifh- 
ing,  I  touch  but  light- 
ly fuch  Things  as  are 
of  little  Importance, 
and  avoid  tedious  Re- 
fle6l:ions,  as  well  as 
loofe  general  Panegy- 
A  3         ricks 
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ricks  and  fuperfluous 
Ornaments.  I  infert 
feveral  of  Monfieur  de 
Camhrays  Letters,  to 
the  End  that  he  him- 
felf  may  give  his  Pic- 
ture and  Hiftory. 
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Monfieur  de  Fenelon, 

Archblfhop    and  Duke  of 
Cambr^y. 

Ranfois  de  Salignac  de 

la  Motte  FeneloYiy  Arch- 

bifhop    and    Duke    of 

Cambrayy  whofe  Life  I 

am  going  to  write,  was  of  a  very 

ancient  Family,  eminent  thefe  ma- 

A  4  ny 
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ny  Years  by  its  Alliances,  and  by 
the  Dignities  it  has  held  both  in 
Church  and  State  :  But  thefe  Ad- 
vantages are  the  fainteft  Part  of 
Mr.  d€  Cambray's  Glory. 

He  was  born  at  the  Cattle  of 
Fenelon  in  Terigordy  the  fixth  of 
Attgiifi  165 1,  of  Tons  de  Sa- 
lignac  Marquis  de  Fenelon,  and 
Louife  de  la  Cropte,  Sifter  of  the 
Marquis  de  St.  Abre.  He  conti- 
nued in  his. Father's  Houfe  till  he 
was  twelve  Years  of  Age.  This 
private  Education  in  a  remote  Pro- 
vince preferv'd  him  from  that  Cor- 
ruption of  Morals  and.  Sentiments, 
into  which  the  young  Nobility  and 
Gentry  of  almoft  all  Nations  do  but 
too  often  fall,  whilft' they  are  faflii- 
oning  themfelvcs  to  the  polite  and 
refined  Manners  of  the  Court. 

From, 
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From  his  earlieft  Youth  he 
gave  fingular  Tokens  of  a  fine 
natural  Temper  and  of  a  very 
fprightly  Genius. 

He  was  fent  to  the  Univerfity 
of  CahorSy  to  begin  his  Studies 
there,  and  went  afterwards  to  finifli 
them  at  TariSy  under  the  Care  of 
Antoine  Marquis  de  Fenelon,  Lieu- 
tenant General  in  the  King's  Ar- 
my. This  Marquis  ^sls  a  Noble- 
man of  great  Underftanding,  ex- 
eniplary  Piety,  and  fignal  Bravery. 
The  late  Prince  of  Conde  us*d  to 
fay  of  him,  that  i^e  was  equally 
well  qualified  for  Converfation^  the 
Fieldy  and  the  Council-board, 

The  Talents  of  the   Nephew 

unfolded  and  difplay'd  themfelvcs 

under  the  Proteftion  of  fuch  an 

Uncle,  who  received  him  into  his 

A  5  Houfe^ 
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Houfc,  and  treated  him  as  his  own 
Son.  The  Abbe  de  Fenelon  was 
quickly  known  ztTaris,  At  nine- 
teen Years  of  Age  he  preach'd 
with  general  Applaufe.  But  the 
Marquis  being  fearful  left  his  Ne- 
phew fhould  produce  himfelf  too 
foon,  and  dreading  for  fo  young 
a  Man  the  dangerous  Rock  of  Va- 
nity, obliged  him  to  take  a  Refo- 
lution  of  imitating  for-  feveral 
Years  the  Silence  of  Jefus  Chrift. 

The  Abbe,  under  the  Condud 
of  Mr.  Tronforiy  Superior  of  the 
Seminary  of  St.  SulpiciuS:,  applied 
himfelf  more  than  ever  to  cultivate 
his  Mind  and  improve  his  Heart 
by  the  Studies  and  Virtues  proper 
to  his  State  and  Vocation.  At 
twenty  four  Years  of  Age  he  en- 
tcr'd  into  holy   Orders,   and  per- 

fornvd 
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formed  all  the  Fundions  of  the 
Priefthood  with  an  edifying  Piety. 
He  affiikd  in  the  mod  laborious  of 
the  Parochial  Duties,  and  thought 
nothing  below  him  in  a  Miniftry, 
where  the  loweft  Office  is  above 
the  Sphere  of  Man. 

When  he  was  about  twenty  fc- 
ven  Years  old,  Monf.  de  Harlayy 
Archbifhop  oiTaris,  made  Choice 
of  him  to  be  Superior  of  the  Com- 
munity of  Women  converted  from 
the  Proteftant  Religion  in  that  City. 

The  Pains  he  took,  and  the 
Succefs  he  had  in  this  Employment, 
foon  difcover'd  how  much  he  was 
Mafter  of  the  Talents  of  Perfua- 
fton  and  of  reconciling  prejudiced 
Minds  to  Reafon.  The  King  was 
informed  of  it,  and  in  the  Year 
1 6%  6.  nam'd  him  to  go  Chief  of  a 
A  d  Miflion^ 
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Miflion,  that  was  appointed  for 
the  Converfion  of  the  Proteftants 
upon  the  Coaft  of  Saintonge  and 
in  the  Country  of  Aunis, 

Louis  XIV.  had  been  advifed  to 
make  ufe  of  military  Power  for 
the  hindring  a  Diverfity  of  Reli- 
gions in  his  Kingdom.  But  the 
Abbe  de  FeneloUy  far  from  approv- 
ing fuch  Maxims,  would  never  con- 
fent  to  undertake  the  Million  but 
upon'  Condition  that  no  Troops 
fhouid  be  employed  in  it.  The 
mild  and  gentle  Treatment  which 
the  Proteftants  of  thofe  Quarters 
experienced,  while  their  Neigh- 
boups  were  abandoned  to  the  fe- 
vereft  Ufage,  difpofed  them  to  lif- 
ten  with  Advantage  to  the  new 
Miffionary.  And  tho"  this  Me- 
thod in  reality  did  not  produce  Co 
2t:  many 
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many  hafty  Converfions  as  did 
that  of  Violence,  yet  thofe  which 
it  wrought  were  more  folid  and 
more  fincerc. 

When  this  Million  was  over, 
Monjieur  de  Fenelon  came  back  to 
TParis^  and  waited  upon  the  King, 
but  for  two  Years  after  that  re- 
turned no  more  to  Court.  He  re- 
fum'd  his  Charge  over  the  new 
converted  Cathoiicks.  His  bright 
Talents,  which  he  could  not  hide, 
rais'd  him  within  the  reach  of  the 
moft  confiderable  Dignities.  But 
his  entire  Negligence  of  the  Means 
to  procure  them,  and  to  infinuatc 
himfclf  into  the  good  Graces  of 
thofe  who  were  confulted  upon 
the  Diftribution  of  Benefices,  was 
the  Reafon  that  having  been  nam'd 
to  the  Biflioprick  of  Toitiers  the 

Nomlt 
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Nomination  was  canccird,  before 
it  was  made  publick. 

In  tiie  mean  time  his  Reputa- 
tion ftill  increased,  and  thar  Elo- 
quence, that  Light  and  Unsitlon  of 
which  ail  his  Woiks  are  fo  full, 
appeared  every  Day  more  and 
more  in  his  Sermons  and  Dif- 
courfes  to  the  new  Converts.  He 
wrote  at  that  time  a  Treatife  up- 
on the  Paftoral  Miniftry,  which  is 
one  of  the  firft  Produdions  of  his 
Pen,  and  he  there  lays  down  the 
fame  Principles  upon  the  Ecclefi- 
aftical  Authority,  which  he  has  e- 
vcr  fmce  maintained. 

It  was  during  this  Supmorfiiip 
that  he  became  acquainted  v  th 
MonfieurBoJfuet^  Bifliop  of  Mcaux. 
No  Body  was  more  capable  of  gi- 
ving the  Abbe  de  Femlon  ufeful 

Advice 
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Advice  upon  the  Duties  of  his 
Employment.  This  Prelate  had  al- 
ready made  himfelf  famous  by  his 
Writings  againft  the  Proteftants.. 
They  had  given  a  mighty  Shock 
to  the  whole  Reformation.  He 
was  a  Man  of  great  Learning,  cu- 
rious in  his  Refearches,  of  a  clear 
Head  and  a  lively  Eloquence,  and 
was  Mafter  of  the  Knowledge  of 
Fads  to  an  eminent  Degree. 

The  Abbe  de  Fenelon  liv'd  a 
long  time  in  great  Intimacy  with 
this  Prelate.  He  liftned  to  his  In- 
ftrudlions  with  all  the  Modefty  and 
Docility  that  were  due  to  the  Age, 
Charafter  and  Talents  of  Mr. 
MeauXy  who  lov'd  him  and  im- 
parted to  him  his  Difcoveries. 

The  Marqitis  de  Fenelonr  had 
gxocutd  for  his  Nephew  the  Ae.- 

quaintancc 
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quaintance  of  many  eminent  Pcn- 
fons  at  Court,  among  the  reft,  of 
the  Duke  of  BeauvillierSi  This 
Nobleman  had  defir'd  him  to 
write  a  Treatife  upon  the  Educa- 
tion of  Daughters.  One  may  there 
fee  the  great  Knowledge  the  Au- 
thor had  already  acquired  of  the 
Heart  of  Man,  and  what  a  per^ 
fed  Skill  he  had  in  forming  and 
fafliioning  of  Youth.  The  King 
being  informed  by  the  Duke  of 
BeauvHliers  of  the  jibbe  de  Fene- 
Ion's  Capacity  and  Merit,  nam'd 
him  to  be  Preceptor  to  the  Duke 
of  Burgundy y  without  any  Solici- 
tation us'd  on  the  Abbes  Part.  All 
the  World  applauded  this  Choice, 
and  more  efpecially  Monjieur  de 
Meattx^  who  wrote  the  following 
Letter   to    Madame   de  Fenelon^ 

Daugh* 
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Daughter  to  the  Marquis  de  Fe- 
nelon before-mentioned. 


At  Germigny  this  9"^  2)^/  ^Aa- 
guft  1689. 

"  \7''^^^^^^y»  Madam,  my 
1  "  Thoughts  were  chiefly 
"  taken  up  with  the  Happinefs  of 
^^  the  Church  and  State.  I  have 
"  had  Leifure  to  Day  to  reflcft 
"  more  particularly  upon  your 
"  Joy.  It  has  given  me  a  very 
*^  fenfible  one.  That  cordial 
"  Friend,  that  worthy  Gentle- 
'*  man,  your  Father,  came  into 
"  my  Mind.  I  have  figured  to  niy 
^^  felf  how  he  would  be  affeded 
"  upon  this  Occafion,  in  feeing 
'^  a  Virtue  break  forth  with  Luf 
"  tjre,  which  took  fo  much  Pains 

"      tO: 


1 8       The  LIFE  of 

^^  to  be  concealed.  I  befeech 
'*  you  to  accept  this  Teftimony 
"  of  my  Joy,  and  the  Aflurances 
<*  of  that  Refped  wherewith  I 
"  am,  &c. 

The  Abbe  de  Fenelon  enterU 
upon  his  Employment  about  the 
Prince  at  thirty  eight  Years  of 
Age,  in  the  Month  of  September 
1689.  Diverfe  other  Perfons  of 
d'l^.inguifli'd  Merit  had  been  like- 
wife  chofen  to  affift  in  fo  impor- 
tant an  Education. 

The  Duke  of  BeaiivilUerSy  Go- 
vernor to  the  Prince,  was  a  Noble- 
man who  under  a  great  Simplicity 
of  Manners  concealed  many  rare 
Virtues.  Being  an  Enemy  to 
Pomp,  cur'd  of  Ambition,  and 
without  Attachment  to  Riches,  he 

was 
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was  modeft,  fedate,  difintcrefted, 
liberal,  courteous,  fincerc,  polite, 
confiderate  and  regular  in  every 
thing,  and  thereby  exceedingly  well 
qualified  to  govern  Men.  As  a 
Minifter  of  State  the  Bafis  of  his 
Politicks  was  the  Love  of  Juftice. 
This  was  his  reigning  Virtue.  To 
this  he  facrificed  his  own  Inclina- 
tions, his  perfonal  Friendfliips,  and 
even  the  Interefts  of  his  Family, 
All  thefe  great  Qualities  received  a 
Luftre  and  a  Perfeftion  from  an  e- 
minent  Piety^  which  made  him 
look  to  God  as  the  End  to  which 
all  Things  were  to  be  directed. 
And  this  Piety  was  in  him  a  fruit- 
ful Source  of  Light  to  guide 
him  in  all  the  Steps  he  had  to 
make.  For  as  it  difingag'd  his 
Heart  from  all  irregular  Paffions, 

and 
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and  even  Fondnefs  for  Amufe- 
nients,  it  continually  fupplied  his 
Mind  with  fufficient  Strength  to 
difcover  in  every  Occafion  what 
v/as  true  and  eligible. 

The  Abbe  de  Langeron^  Reader 
to  the  young  Prince,  had  been  ever 
an  intimate  Friend,  and,  in  fome 
Sort,  a  Pupil  of  Monfieur  de  Fene^ 
Ion.  He  had  applied  himfelf  to  the 
fcrious  Sciences,  which  form  the 
Judgment,  as  well  as  to  the  Belles 
Lettres,  which  adorn  the  Mind. 
He  was  of  a  chearful  and  amiable 
Temper,  his  Heart  noble,  and  af- 
fedionate.  A  better  Friend  was 
never  feen.  The  Difgrace  of  Mon- 
Jteur  de  Cambray  drew  his  upon 
him,  but  the  Senfe  of  his  own 
Misfortune  was  entirely  loft  in  the 
Pleafure  of  following  his  Friend  in 

his 
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his  Exile,   and    of  fpending   the 
Remainder  of  his  Days  with  him. 
Such  were  the   Friends  of  Mon- 
fieur  de  Cambray. 

Fatha-  Le  Valois,  a  Jefuit,  re- 
commended by  the  Abbe  de  Fene- 
Ion  to  be  the  Prince's  Confeffor, 
was  a  true  Monaftick,  who  in  the 
midft  of  the  Court  had  preferved 
all  the  Virtues  belonging  to  his 
State  and  Gharafter. 

The  Works  of  the  Abbe  de  Fleu- 
ry^  Sub-preceptor  to  the  Prince, 
have  made  his  Name  fo  famous, 
that  they  alone  are  a  fufficient  En- 
comium. I  fay  nothing  of  the  o- 
ther  Perfons  who  had  a  Share  in 
this  Education.  Their  Merit  is 
well  known,  and  as  they  are  yet 
alive,  I  muft  have  regard  to  their 
Modefty. 

Never 
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Never  was  there  a  greater  Har- 
mony in  the  Condud  of  an  Edu- 
cation, than  in  that  of  the  Duke 
of  Burgundy,  All  thofe  who  were 
about  him  were  in  Concert  toge- 
ther never  to  flatter  him,  nor  to 
take  his  Part  when  there  was  Rea- 
fon  to  be  diflatisfied  with  him. 
They  talked  to  him  in  the  fame 
Style,  their  Principles  were  the 
fame,  they  all  led  him  in  the  fame 
Way.  He  found  no  Refuge  but  in 
Obedience  and  in  the  Performance 
of  his  Duties. 

The  great  Talents  of  that  Prince 
were  accompany'd  with  great  Im- 
perfeftions.  He  was  naturally 
cholerick,  violent,  haughty  and 
humourfom.  Such  was  the  Child, 
whom  we  have  fince  feen  the 
mcekeft  and  moft  compaflionate  of 

Princes, 
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Princes,  and  the  moft  fenfibly 
touched  with  the  Miferies  and  Mif- 
fortunes  of  Men.  He  denied  him- 
felf  every  thing  to  fuccour  others, 
and  look'd  upon  himfelf  as  deftin'd 
to  Sovereign  Authority  for  no  o- 
ther  End,  but  to  be  the  Guardian 
of  his  People's  Welfare,  and  to 
make  them  good  and  happy. 

The  Method  made  ufe  of  to 
fafliion  the  Mind  and  Heart  of 
that  young  Prince  is  a  Model  of 
the  moft  perfeft  Education. 

In  Order  to  form  his  Mind,  he 
w-as  made,  to  ftudy,  not  by  Rules, 
hut  according  as  Curiofity,  which 
they  tooj^  Pains  to  excite  in  him^ 
led  him  to  it.  By  this  Means  A- 
mufep-ients  were,  converted  into 
Study,  and  the  moft  ferious  Stu- 
dies became  an  Amufement.  A 
2  Con- 
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Convcrfation    begun  by    Defign, 
without  his  perceiving  it,  gave  Oc- 
cafion  to  the  reading  of  a  Hifto- 
ry,  to  the  examining  of  a  Map,  and 
to  fuch  Reafonings  and  Difcourfes 
as,  at  his  Age,  he  might  be  capa- 
ble of  comprehending.    The  Ex- 
crcifes  fet  him  were  always  folid 
Inftrudions.     By   fome  Story,  or 
fome  Dialogue,  which  treated  of 
the  mod  confiderable  Tranfaclions 
of  ancient  or  modern  Times,  they 
made    him  acquainted    with    the 
Charaders   of  the  great  Men  of 
all  Ages,  and   at  the  fame  Time, 
infpir'd  him  with  the  Love  of  the 
pureft  Virtue.     The  Dialogues  of 
the  Dead,  and  the  Adventures  of 
Telemachusy  were  written  with  this 
View. 


It 
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It  was  neceffary,  for  the  regu- 
lating of  his  Heart,  to  correct  his 
natural  Failings,  and  to  give  him  a 
Taftefor  the  fcvcral  Virtues.  A 
forrowful  Air  upon  the  Counte- 
nances of  all  who  were  about  him 
was  now  and  then  fuccefsful- 
ly  made  ufc  of  to  give  a  Check 
to  the  humourfom,  violent  and 
haughty  Temper  of  the  young 
Prince.  Sometimes  they  brought 
him  to  Reafon  by  artful  and  deli- 
cate Raillery.  At  other  times  they 
made  him  fenfible  of  his  Extrava- 
gances by  fliewing  him  his  Pic- 
ture in  fome  Fable. 

The  CorreiSions  commonly  usd 
in  Education  were  never  eniploy'd 
here.  The  only  Puniftiments  were 
to  deprive  him  of  fome  diverfion, 
to  confine  him  from  going  abroad, 
I  B  or 
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or  even  not  to  permit  him  fome 
kind  of  Study  thcyJiad  made  him 
fond  of.  By  thus  breaking  his  Will, 
and  fubduing  his  Inclinations,  they 
at  length  brought  him  to  fuch  a 
PUablenefsof  Temper,  and  to  fuch 
a  Strength  of  Soul,  as  were  pro- 
per to  make  him  readily  liften  to 
good  Counfels,  and  refolute  in  fol- 
lowing them. 

When  his  Fits  of  Humour  and 
Paffion  were  mod  violent,  all  thofe 
who  approach'd  to  fervc  him  had 
Orders  to  affcft  a  melancholy  Si- 
lence all  the  while  of  their  Attcn- 
dance.  They  left  him  in  this 
Manner  without  Pity  to  combat 
with  himfelf,  till  at  length  weary 
of  finding  no  Body  to  talk  with,  he 
came  and  ask'd  Pardon,    and  ac- 

knowledg^d  his  Fault. 

The 
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The  only  Condition  of  For- 
givenefs  was  to  confcfs  all ;  and 
to  accuftom  him  to  this  Ingenuouf- 
nefs,  thofe  Perfons  who  had  the 
Care  of  his  Education  us'd  to  ac- 
knowledge thofe  Faults,  which 
they  might  happen  to  have  com- 
mitted in  his  Prefcncc.  By  this 
Means  they  made  their  own  Im- 
perfections ferviceablc  to  the  In- 
flrudion  of  their  Pupil. 

They  endeavoured  to  infpirc 
him  with  the  Love  of  Virtue,  not 
by  dry  Precepts,  nor  moral  Sen- 
tences ,  nor  ftudicd  Harangues  ; 
but  by  a  Word,  a  Look,  fomc 
touching  Reflcdion  well  timV, 
they  gave  him  every  Moment  new 
Leffbns,  without  his  being  dif- 
gufted  with  it,  or  even  fo  much 
as  perceiving  it.  At  Table,  at 
B  2  Play, 
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Play,  in  taking  the  Air,  and  in 
Converfation  every  thing  was  made 
to  tend  to  Inftruftion,  and  by  un- 
diicoverable  Arts  and  ingenious 
Turns,  which  way  foever  he  look- 
ed ,  noble  Sentiments  and  royal 
Virtues  were  ftill  prefented  to  his 
Mind. 

To  this  Knowledge  and  Love 
of  Truth  was  added  the  valuable 
Faculty  of  a  judicious  Silence.  To 
accuftom  him  early  to  Secrecy 
they  imparted  to  him,  after  due 
Precaution,  feme  Affairs  even  of 
the  higheft  Importance,  letting  him 
thereby  fee,  that  they  put  a  greater 
Confidence  in  him,  than  his  Years 
could  intitle  him  to.  This  is  no 
imaginary  Account,  but  a  Relation 
of  Fads  which  I  have  from  Mr. 

T)e  Cambray  himfelf. 

It 
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It  was  thus  that  the  Duke  of 
Beauvilliers^  the  j^bbe  de  Fenelon^ 
and  ail  thofc  who  acled  under  them, 
concurred  together  to  render  their 
auguft  Pupil  a  Father  of  his  Coua- 
try. 

During  the  whole  time  that  the 
Abbe  de  Fenelon  was  at  Court  he 
ever  fhew'd  a  perfeft  Difintereft- 
ednefs,  and  a  great  Forgetfulnefs 
of  himfelf.  All  the  Benefice  he 
had  was  a  fmall  Priory  which  his 
Uncle,  the  Bifliop  of  Sarlat,  had 
refigned  to  him.  He  had  learned 
betimes  to  be  content  with  a  lit- 
tle, to  regulate  his  Expences,  and 
to  live  free  of  that  Slavery  in 
which  interefted  Minds  are  una- 
voidably involved  5  and  this  long 
Habit  of  fetting  Bounds  to  his  De- 
fires,  joined  with  the  fupernatural 
B  3  Love 


EC 
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Love  of  the  Poverty  of  Jefus 
Chrifl: ,  made  him  continue  fix 
Years  at  Court  in  noted  Favour 
without  receiving  or  asking  any 
Bounty  either  for  himfelf  or  for 
any  of  his  Family.  The  Publick 
nam'd  him  for  every  Place  that 
fell  vacant  5  but  not  the  leaft  Pro- 
vifion  was  made  for  him. 

The  King  at  length  beftow'd 
on  him  the  Abby  of  St.  Fuller j, 
making  him  at  the  fame  time  a 
Sort  of  Excufe  for  giving  him  fo 
little  and  fo  late.  Some  Months  af- 
ter, the  A rchbifiioprick  of  C^/^^r^/ 
becoming  vacant,  his  Majefty  nam'd 
him  to  ir.  The  Abbe  de  FeneloUy 
nicely  fcrupulous  in  the  Point  of 
his  Duty,  at  firft  declined  the  ac- 
cepting it  J  fearing  that  he  fhould 
not  be  able  to  reconcile  the  Care 

of 
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of  a  Diocefc  with  the  Functions 
of  his  Employment.  But  the 
King  told  him,  that  the  Education 
of  the  Prince  being  almoft  finiflVd, 
he  might  alternatively  difcharge  the 
Duties  of  his  Preceptorfhlp  and 
thole  of  his  Biflioprick,  the  Per- 
fons  of  Merits  who  were  under 
him  in  both  Stations,  fupplying 
his  refpcdive  Abfences.  He  yield- 
ed at  lafl:  to  the  Ring's  Com- 
mands,  upon  Condition  that  he 
might  fpend  nine  Months  of  the 
Year  at  Cambray^  and  three  with 
the  Prince. 

When  he  accepted  the  Archbi- 
fhoprick  of  Cambray,  he  refign'd 
the  Abby  of  St.  Vallerjy  without 
asking  it  for  any  of  his  Friends 
or  Relations.  The  King  feenVd 
amaz'd,  and  prefs'd  him  to  keep 
B  4  it. 
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it.  But  he  reprefented  to  his  Ma* 
jefty,  that  the  Revenues  of  the 
Archbiflioprick  being  more  than 
fufficient,  he  thought  himfelf  in 
that  Cafe  wherein  the  Canons 
forbid  a  Plurality  of  Benefices.  He 
relinquifh'd  at  the  fame  time  the 
Priory  which  ^he  had  from  his 
Uncle.  So  rare  a  Difmterefted- 
nefs  gain'd  him  great  Encomiums, 
but  it  likewife  occafioncd  a  cer- 
tain Grudge  againft  him  in  thofc 
Perfons  whom  his  Example  con- 
demned. 

The  high  Favour  the  Archbi- 
fliop    of  Cambray   was  now    in, 
fcem'd   to  promife   ftill  a  greater 
Advancement  5    but  there  arofe  a 
Storm  againft  him   which  carried 
him  for  ever  from  the  Court. 


In 
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In  order  to  know  the  Rife, 
Progrefs  and  Completion  of  his 
Difgrace,  it  is  neceflary  to  fay 
fomethingof  A/^^^;;;(?G//y^;?,  who 
was  made  the  Pretext  for  it,  and 
to  give  here  a  fhort  Account  of 
her  Conduft  and  Sentiments. 

This  is  needful,  not  only  to  ju- 
ftify  her  againft  the  Calumnies  of 
her  Enemies,  but  likewife  to  take 
away  the  falfe  Ideas  which  cer- 
tain Perfons  have  franVd  of  her, 
by  reading  a  Hiftory  of  her  Life, 
lately  printed  in  a  foreign  Coun- 
try, contrary  to  her  laft  Inten- 
tions. 

Madame  Gujon  was  born  at 
Montargis  ,  of  a  good  Family. 
At  fifteen  Years  of  Age  flie  was 
married  to  a  Gentleman  of  the 
fame  Place,  and  continued  there 
B  5  till 
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till  her  Widowhood,  preferving 
always  the  Reputation  of  a  pure 
and  unfpotted  Virtue. 

From  h^r  tendered  Years  flic, 
in  a  very  particular  Manner,  con- 
fecrated  her  felf  to  God,  by  that 
Kind  of  Piety  which  is  adapted  to 
every  State  of  Life,  and  which  is 
fo  much  recommended  by  St.  Fran- 
fois  de  Sales, 

At  twenty  eight  Years  of  Age 
flie  was  left  a  Widow.  The  Fame 
of  her  Piety  and  good  Underftand- 
ing  having  reached  fo  far  as  to  the 
Ears  of  Monjieur  d*  Arantoriy  Bi- 
fhop  of  Geneva^  who  was  then  at 
Varis  'y  that  Prelate  engaged  her 
to  retire  into  his  Diocefe,  in  the 
Company  of  fome  Women  who 
were  Converts  to  the  Catholick 
Church,  and  who  were  going  to 

eftablifh 
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eftablifli  a  Conimuniry  at  Gez>,  for 
the  Converfion  of  Proteftants  cf 
their  own  Sex. 

Madame  Giiyon  having  firfl:  ad- 
vis'd  with  fome  Perfons,  the  moft 
venerable  for  their  Piety,  and  be- 
ing by  all  confirm'd  in^  her  Refo- 
lution,  (he  left  Tarts  in  the  Year 
1 68 1,  accompany'd  by  fome  of 
thofe  new  Converts)  and  two 
Maid'Servants,  She  foon  arrived 
at  G^^  The  Bifliop  oi  Geneva 
came  there  toXee  her,  and  brought 
with  him  Father  'De  la  Combe^  a 
Barnabitey  whom  he  made  Su- 
perior of  the  Houfe..  This  Fa- 
ther was  a  Monaftick  not  only  of 
fuperior  Undcrftanding  in  all  hu- 
man Learning,  but  of  a  profound 
Knowledge  in  the  Science  proper 
to  the  Saints.. 

B  6  She 
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She  rcGeiv'd  Letters  foon  aftet 
from  her  Family,  defiring  her  to 
relinquifh  the  Guardianfliip  of  her 
Children,  which  was  worth  near 
three  thoufand  Voundper  Anmmj 
and  to  make  over  to  them  all  her 
Fortune.  To  this  Requcft  flie  joy- 
fully confented ,  referving  only  a 
fmall  Penfion  to  her  felf. 

The  Bifhop  of  Ge7jevay  at  the 
Infligation  of  fome  Perfons,  en- 
deavour'd  to  engage  her  to  make  a 
Frefent  of  the  little  Income,  fhc 
had  left,  to  the  new  Converts,  and 
to  take  upon  her  felf  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  Houfe.  But  as  flie 
had  pereeiv'd  that  the  Rules  and 
Inftitution  of  that  Community 
were  not  agreable  to  her  Way 
of  thinking,  (he  begg'd  theBifliop 
to  excufe  her.     This  Refufal  dif- 

pleas'd 
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pleased  the  new  Converts  i  and 
they  defir'd  her  foon  after  to  leave 
the  Houfe. 

Refolvd  never  more  to  return 
to  Varis,  but ,  in  fome  folitary 
Place,  unknown,  and  remote  from 
the  World,  to  difingage  her  Mind 
from  all  earthly  Cares,  flie  retired 
at  firft  to  the  Urfulines  of  Tonnon, 
afterwards  to  one  of  her  Friends 
at  Grenobky  and  at  laft  to  Verceily 
whither  the  Bifhop  of  the  Place  had 
frequently  invited  her.  It  was 
there  that  (he  reckoned  to  end  her 
Days;  but  the  thick  Air  of  the 
Place  having  caus'd  a  Defluxion  up- 
on her  Lungs,  accompanied  with  a 
dangerous  Fever,  the  Phyficians  de- 
clared that  flie  could  not  live  unlefs 
fhe  went  to  breath  her  native  Air. 
She  left  Verceil  to  the  great  Re- 
gret 
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gret  of  the  Bifliop,  and  came  back 
to  Tarts  in  the  Year  1687,  after 
fix  Years  Abfence. 

During  her  Retirement  and  A- 
bode    m  thofe  diftant   Provinces, 
flie,  in  her  firfl:  Writings,  exprefs'd 
the  noble  Afpirings  of  her  Love 
to  God  in  a  fimple  and  artlefs,  but 
lively    and  feeling  Manner.     Her 
Manufcripts  were  infenfibly  hand- 
ed  about  from  one    to   another, 
were  copied  and  difpers'd  without 
her  Knowledge.    A  Friend  of  hers 
caus'd  one  of  them  to  be  printed 
at  Grenoble  %   and  another  at  Ly- 
ons ^^    with    authentick    Approba^ 
tions.    Thefe  Pieces  were  exceed- 


*  A  ftiort  aad  eafy  Method  of  Prayer. 
^  J' Explication  oi  Solomon's  Song, 


ingly 
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ingly  lik*d  by  fome,  but  they  gave 
Offence  to  others. 

She  was  no  fooner  arrived  at 
Tarts ,  but  there  came  Letters 
from  the  Country  exclaiming  a- 
gainft  her  Dodrine,  and  loading 
her  with  Calumnies.  Counterfeit 
Letters  were  produced,  and  fhe  was 
confined  to  theMonaftery  of  Nuns 
of  the  Vifitation,  in  the  Street  of 
St.  Antoinej  the  Month  of  Janu- 
ary 1688.  Father  l^e  la  Combe ^ 
her  Direftor,  was  involved  in  the 
fame  Difgrace. 

She  very  foon  made  appear  the 
Impofture  of  her  Enemies,  con- 
founding them  by  the  Force  of 
her  Anfwers.  After  a  ftrift  Exa- 
mination, for  the  Space  of  eight 
Months,  by  Order  of  Monfieur  de 
Harlajy  Archbifliop  of  Tar  is-:,  af- 
ter 
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ter  the  moft  malicious  Accufations, 
the  moft  captious  Interrogatories, 
and  a  perfed  clearing  up  of  all 
Matters,  her  Innocence  appeared 
in  all  its  Luftre.  Her  Candour, 
Mecknefs,  and  fubmiflive  Beha- 
viour fo  undeceived  the  Abbefs, 
and  the  other  Nuns  of  the  Mona- 
ftery,  that  they  were  all  unani- 
mous in  giving  an  authentick  Te- 
ftimbnial  to  her  Virtue.  Madame 
de  Maintenon  being  convinced  of 
her  Innocence  by  the  Means  of 
Madame  de  Miramion ,  applied 
with  great  Earneftnefs  to  the  King 
in  her  Behalf,  obtain  d  her  Liber- 
ty, and  for  feveral  Years  gave  her 
Marks  of  great  Confidence  and 
Friend  (hip. 

Some  time  after  her  going  out 
of  the  Monaftcry  before  mentioned, 

Ihe 


flic  made  Acquaintance  with  the 
^ii^e  de  Fenelon.  She  faw  him 
at  the  Duchefs  of  Bethune*s  y  a 
Lady  to  whom  flie  had  been 
known  from  her  Childhood.  The 
Abbe  had  been  very  much  prepof- 
fefs*d  to  her  Difadvantage,  before 
he  had  fpoken  to  her  $  but  his  Pre- 
judices were  intirely  removed  by 
the  Converfations  he  had  with  her 
at  Madame  de  Bethune's  Houfe. 
Going  afterwards  occafionally  to 
Montargisy  he  inquired  what  Re- 
putation fhe  had  born  in  that 
Town  before  (he  left  it.  Every 
one  cxprefs'd  a  very  high  Opinion 
of  her  Piety,  and  of  the  Purity  of 
her  Converfation  from  her  ver^ 
Infancy ;  and  this  Teftimony  be- 
ing given  by  Perfons  of  the  moft 
venerable  Charaaers^  it  confirm'd 

Mnojiem 
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Monjieur  de  Fenelon  in  the  Ide^ 
he  had  already  conceived  of  Ma- 
dame Guyoris .  Merit ;  and  a  ftricl 
Ffiendfhip  was  by  Degrees  form'd 
between  thefe  two  Perfons,  which 
prov'd  afterwards  to  both  a  Source 
of  very  heavy  Croffes,  and  there- 
by an  Occafion  of  exercifmg  very 
great  Virtues. 

Madame  Gtiyon^  fome  Years  af- 
ter her  firft  Acquaintance  with 
Monjieur  de  Fenelon^  became  hke- 
wife  acquainted  with  the  Duke  of 
Chevreufe. 

This  Nobleman  had  been^eda- 
eated  by  the  Gentlemen  oi  Tort 
Royal,  Such  able  Matters  neglec- 
ted nothing  to  cultivate  his  natu- 
ral Parts.  He  was  vers'd  in  fevc- 
ral  Kinds  of  Learning,  very  rare 
;  in  Perfons  of  his  Rank,     He  had 

an 
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an  eafy  Eloquence,  an  extenfive 
Genius,  capable  of  tracing  every 
thing  back  to  firft  Principles,  and 
of  forming  the  greateft  Projefts. 
He  was  bold  in  Execution,  fear- 
lefs  of  bad  Succefs,  and  undaunted 
by  the  Cenfures  of  thofe  who  did 
not  penetrate  the  Greatnefs  of  his 
Defigns.  If  his  Mind  had  fome 
Defeds,  they  were  owing  to  its 
being  too  fertile  in  Schemes.  His 
Addrefs  was  free ,  graceful  and 
modeft  5  his  Politenefs  of  a  noble, 
delicate ,  and  unafFeded  Kind  5 
his  Temper  fweet,  affable,  and  en- 
gaging. He  liv'd  in  his  Family 
with  his  Children  like  a  good 
Friend,  as  well  as  a  good  Father. 
His  Soul,  notwithftanding  his  na- 
tural Vivacity,  feem'd  always  even 
and  undifturb'd.   Piety,  in  a  Word, 

had 
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had  in  him  fo  united  together  the 
human  and  divine  Virtues,  that 
he  was  at  once  a  good  Chriftian, 
a  good  Common -wealth's -man, 
and  a  perfcd  Friend. 

The  Duke  of  Beauvilliers,  the 
Duke  of  Chevreufey  and  the  Ab- 
be de  Fenelon  Uv'd  in  dofe  Amity- 
together,  and  all  the  World  was 
acquainted  with  the  fingular  E- 
fteem  they  had  for  Madame  Guy  on. 
Diverfe  young  Ladies  at  Court  of 
eminent  Quality  were  likewife  en- 
gaged with  her  in  a  ftrid  Friend- 
ihip.  Madame  de  Maintenon  her 
felf  made  her  frequently  come  to 
St.  Cyvy  and  teftify'd  a  very  great 
Confidence  in  her. 

Some  Perfons  who  had  an  In- 
tcreft  to  ferve  by  putting  an  End 
to  thefe  Friendlhips,  fpread  a  Ru- 
mour 
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mour  abroad  of  a  rifing  He-. 
refy  much  in  Credit  at  CourtJ 
That  which  gave  Occafion  to  their 
Calumnies  was  as  follows. 

Rome  had,  fome  Years  before,' 
employ'd  its  Thunder  againft  the 
Writings  of  Molinos.     The  incon- 
fiderate  Expreflions  of  that  Spanijh 
Do£lor  had  given  Rife  to  a  falfe 
Spirituality,    which  join'd  the  im- 
pure Love  of  the  Creatures  with  a 
4)retended  pure  Love  of  the  Crea- 
tor.   This  lUufion  is  affirmed  to 
have  made  its  Way  as  far  as  into 
France.     Others  again  pretend  to 
fay,  that  all   the  Reports    fpread 
abroad   about   French    ^ietifniy 
were  only  the  Stratagems  of  cer- 
tain politick    Men ,    who  fome- 
times  place  Phantoms  before  the 
Eyes  of  Princes,  in  order  to  make 

them- 


46       The  LIFE  of 

themfelves  neceflary  in  a  War  a- 
gainft  them. 

However  that  be,  Occafion  was 
taTi^en  from  thefe  Rumours  to  con- 
found Truth  with  Falfliood,  and 
to  cry  down  that  internal  and  hid- 
den Piety,  which  is  only  difcover- 
ed  "by  the  folid,  pure  and  amiable 
Virtues,  that  are  its  genuine  Fruits. 

The  new  Difciples  of  St.  An- 
Jl'm  liften'd  but  too  readily  to  thofe 
Calumnies.  They  had  flattered 
t"hemfelves  at  firft,  that  a  Man  oi 
fuch  good  Underftanding  as  the 
Abbe  de  Feneloriy  could  not  fail 
to  be  of  their  Party.  They  were 
extreamly  fhock'd  when  they  faw 
themfelves  deceived,  and  efpeciaily 
when  they  found  that  the  Duke 
of  Chevreufey  by  Means  of  the 
Friendfliip  he  had  with  him,  was 
I  carried 
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carried  off  by  Degrees  from  the 
SentiQients  of  the  Gentleaien  of 
Tort  Roy aL 

Nothing  was  any  longer  heard 
but  Clamours  about  the  Danger 
the  Church  was  in  from  the  He- 
refy  of  MoUnoSy  which  unpercei- 
vably  infinuated  it  feif  among  Per- 
fons  of  the  firft  Rank,  and  of  the 
greatcft  Merit.  The  Alarm  was 
cfpecially  given  to  Monfieur  Godet 
de  MaraiSy  Bifliop  of  Chartres,  a 
Prelate  of  fincere  Piety,  but  oi  a 
violent  Temper ,  and  an  ardent 
Zeal  for  what  he  thought  found 
Doftrine. 

A  Man  of  fuch  a  Charafter  was 
fufceptible  of  ftrong  Prejudices. 
The  new  Spirituality  was  piftuf  d 
to  him  after  a  frightful  Manner.  A 
certain  Dodor  of  Sorbome,  aftre- 

nout 
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nous  AlTertor  of  invincible  Grace, 
in  order  to  bring  that  Prelate  off 
from  his  indefatigable  Profecutions 
againft  Janfenifm^  artfully  repre- 
fented  ^lietifm  to  him  as  a  fit 
Objed  for  the  Exercife  of  his  epif- 
copal  Zeal.  The  pious  Bifliop 
being  ignorant  at  that  time  of  the 
Charader  and  Sentiments  of  the 
Doftor,  was  not  aware  of  the 
Snare.  He  applied  himfelf  in  good 
carneft  to  thunder  againft  the  rifing 
Herefy ,  and  employed  all  his 
Thoughts  to  hi\vi%  Madame  Guy^^ 
on  under  Sufpicion. 

This  Lady  then  took  a  Refo-: 
lution  of  putting  her  Writings  in- 
to the  Hands  of  fome  Prelate  of 
eminent  Learning,  who  might  ex- 
amine and  make  a  Report  of  them. 
She   pitched    upon  Monjieur  de 

Meaux 
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Meatix  for  this  Purpofe,  as  being 
a  Man  whofe  Approbation  would 
counterbalance  the  Authority  of  the 
Biftiop  of  ChartreSy  and  quickly 
defttoy  the  Calumnies  of  the  fu- 
rious Doftors. 

All  her  Manufcripts  being  deli* 
vered  to  Monjieur  de  Meaux,  he 
read  them  over,  and  immediately 
told  the  Duke  of  Chevreufe,  that 
he  found  a  Light  and  an  Unftion 
in  them  which  he  had  not  met 
with  elfewhere.  He  afterwards 
took  them  with  him  to  M^auXy 
made  long  Extrafts  out  of  them, 
and  at  the  End  of  five  Months  to- 
wards the  Beginning  of  the  Year 
1694,  came  back  to  jP^r/>,  where 
he  had  a  long  Conference  with 
Madame  Guyony  and,  after  having 
given  her  the  Communion  with 
C  his 


J 
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his  own  Hands,  laid  all  his  Diffi- 
culties before  her,  and  attentively 
heard  her  Anfwers. 

Altho'  he  had  fhcwn  a  great  deal 
of  Warmth  in  that  Conference,  he 
neverthelefs  declar  a  to  the  Duke  of 
Chevreufe,  that  the  Difficulties  on 
v/hich  he   infifted  did    no    Way 
concern  any  Matter  of  Faith,  but 
related  only  to  certain  Notions  of 
Spirituality  which  he  did  not  fuf- 
ficiently  comprehend,  and  that  he 
was  ready  to  give  Madame  Guy  on  a 
Certificate  of   her  being  a  found 
Catholick.  Madame  Guyon  prayed 
the  Duke  to  tell  him,  that  as  her 
Defire  to  fee  him  had  been  only 
for  her  own  Inftrudion,    and  to 
remove  the  Fears  of  her  Friends, 
fhe    was  fatisfy'd  with  the  verbal 
Teftlmony,  he  had  the  Goodnefs 
to  give  in  her  Behalf.  She 
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She  retired  after  this  into  an  un- 
known Place,  and  broke  off  all  In- 
tercourfe  with  her  Friends.  But 
the  reftlefs  Spirits  of  her  Enemies 
were  not  quieted  by  this  Precaution. 
In  Order  to  bring  her  Sentiments 
under  an  ill  Sufpicion,  Endeavours 
were  us'd  to  throw  a  Blemifli  up- 
on her  Morals.  The  Dukes  of 
Beauvilliers  and  Chevreufe  in 
Concert  with  the  Abbe  de  Fene- 
Ion  had  prepared  a  Memorial  in 
their  joint  Names  for  her  Juftift- 
cation,  and  Madame  de  Maintenon 
undertook  to  prefent  it  to  the 
King,  and  to  fecond  it.  But  Ma- 
dame Guyon  would  never  confent 
to  their  taking  that  Step  for  fear 
of  expofing  her  three  Friends  to 
Inconveniences. 

Madame  de  Mamtenon  fome 
C  z  time 
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tirnc  after  changd  heir  Mind,  fuf- 
fering  herfelf  to  be  hurry 'd  away 
by  the  Zeal  of  her  Difeftor,  the 
Bifliop  of  Chartres.     She  was  a 
Lady   that  had   a  fincere  Refped 
for  Religion.     Her   Gonverfatioa 
was  infinuating,  and  of  a  very  gen- 
teel Turn.  But  her  Judgment  does 
not  feem  to  have  been  equal  to  the 
Delicacy  of  her  Wit.    She  was  ca- 
fily  prepoflTcflfed  in  Favour  of  Per- 
fons,  and  afterwards  as  eafily  dif- 
gufted.     It  was  no  difficult  Mat- 
ter to  alarm  a  Lady  of  this  Cha- 
racter. 

They  pcrfuaded  her  to  believe 
that  the  little  Book ,  call'd  the 
Short  Methody  which  fhe  had  ex- 
ceedingly lik'd  before,  contain'd  in 
it  the  grofleft  Errors,  and  all  the 
horribk    Doftrines  of  ^ietifm. 

It 
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It  was  no  Iboncr  known  that 
fhc  had  declared  her  fclf  agauift 
iMadame  Giiyon,  but  Endeavours 
were  us'd  to  raife  a  Sufpicion  in 
her  to  the  Difadvantage  of  the 
Abbe  de^  Eenelon.  She  was  ready 
enough  to  entertain  it.  She  ha4 
at  firft  promised  her  felf  an  abfolutc 
Aicendant  over  him,  but  finding 
that  he  often  oppos'd  her  Notions, 
flie  grew  apprehenfivc  left  a  Man, 
whom  fhe  could  not  be  fptc  Qf, 
fliould  get  too  much  Credit  with 
the  King. 

This  Change  in  Madame  de 
Maintenon  gave  Occafion  to  thi^ 
Biftiop  of  Meaux ,  to  difcover 
the  fecrct  Uneafinefs  he  had  a 
longtime  cherifti'd  againft  iht Ab- 
be de  Fenelon,  As  that  Prelate 
had  been  aceuftonVd  to  fee  him- 
C  3  felf 
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felf  admifd  as  the  greateft  Genius 
of  his  Age,  he  could  not  bear  to 
behold  the  Eyes  of  the  Publick 
turned  away  from  him  to  fix  up- 
on the  Rival  of  his  Reputation. 
This  was  the  original  Caufe  of 
their  Difcords.  But  doubtlefs  that 
Prelate  did  not  in  the  Beginning 
think  of  carrying  Things  to  thofe 
Extremities,  to  which  the  Heat 
ofDifpute  tranfported  him  after- 
wards. Notice  was  given  to  Mon- 
Jieiir  de  Fenelon  of  frequent  Com- 
plaints and  little  Reflexions  which 
the  Bifliop  let  fall  againft  him  :  But 
he  would  give  no  Credit  to  it. 

The  Rage  and  Outcry  againft 
Madame  Guyon  became  univerfal, 
and  the  Reputatloti  of  her  Friends 
feem'd  to  fufFer  by  the  Afperfions 
upon  her.    For  this  Reafon  (he 

rcfolv'd 
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rcfolv'd  to  break  Silence,  and  to 
juftify  her  fclf  in  a  publick  Way. 
She  wrote  to  Madame  de  Main- 
tenon,  befeeching  her  to  procure 
that  Commiflioners  might  be  ap- 
pointed,  the  one  Half  Laicks  the 
other  Ecclefiafticks,  to  take  Infor- 
mation, and  give  definitive  Sen- 
tence upon  every  thing  that  was 
laid  to  her  Charge.  She  offered 
at  the  fame  time  to  make  her  felf 
a  Prifoner  within  eight  Days  in 
whatever  Prifon  (hould  be  thought 
proper,  to  undergo  the  Penalties 
due  to  her,  in  Cafe  flie  was  found 
guilty. 

The  Duke  of  Beauvilliers  under- 
took to  deliver  this  Letter  to  Ma- 
dame de  Matntenon.  But  that  La- 
dy did  not  think  proper  to  come 
into  the  Expedient  propos'd,  tho* 
C  4  it 
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it  fcem'd  fo  very  reafonable.  Her 
Anfvver  to  the  Duke  was,  that 
fee  did  not  believe  the  falfe  Re- 
ports that  were  abroad  about  Ma- 
dame Guyon  j  that  the  Matter  in 
queftion  was  not  her  Morals  but 
her  Sentiments  5  that  fliould  her 
perfonal  Charadcr  be  juftify'd,  it 
was  to  be  fear'd,  too  much  Cre- 
dit might  be  thereby  given  to  her 
DoClrine  j  that  the  latter  ought 
Xo  be  firfl:  examined,  and  that  the 
Calumnies  thrown  upon  the  other 
would  cf  themfelves  fall  to  the 
Ground. 

A  ftricl  Enquiry  then  into  the 
Doftrine  of  Madame  Gujons 
Books  was  what  Madame  de 
Maintenon  infifted  upon,  and  (he 
fpoke  of  it  to  the  King.  The  Bi- 
fliop  of  Meaux  was  chofen  to  be 

chief 
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chief  Examiner.  The  Bifliop  qf 
Ckaalons,  now  Cardinal  de  No  ail- 
lesy  and  Monfieur  Tronfon^  Superior 
of  the  Seminary  of  St.  Sulpichis 
were  Joined  with  him,  both  which 
undertook  the  Examination  with 
great  Mildnefs  and  Candour.  Ma- 
dame de  Maintenon  was  defirous 
that  Monfieiir  de  Fenelon  (hould 
make  a  fourth,  to  which  the  King 
gave  his  Approbation. 

The  Abbe  de  Fenelon^  confcioiis 
of  the  Purity  of  his  own  Intcn- 
nons,  and  relying  upon  the  Inte- 
grity of  the  Examiners,  opend 
himfelf  to  them  with  an  unrefer- 
,yed  Simplicity  of  Heart,  and  with- 
ov\X  the  leaft  Fear  or  Diftruft. 

Monjieur  de  Meaux  told  him, 

that  he  -had  never  read  any  of  th^ 

-contemplative  Writers,    andpray- 

C  5  cd 


jS       rioe  LIFE  of 

cd  him  to  make  fome  Extrafts 
out  of  them,  and  to  add  his  own 
Remarks.  The  Abbe  de  Fene- 
lon  did  fo,  and  fent  him  a  Col- 
Icdion  of  Paffages  taken  from  the 
Greek  and  Latin  Fathers,  the  ca- 
noniz  d  Saints  and  approved  Doc- 
tors. 

The  Dcfign  of  this  Colleftion 
was  to  Ihew,  that  the'  Expreffions 
of  the  Contemplatives  in  all  Ages 
were  as  unguarded  as  thofe  oi  Ma- 
dame Gtiyon  i  that  neither  the  one 
nor  the  other  ought  to  be  taken 
in  Striftnefs  :  But  yet  that  after 
all  Allowances  were  made,  there 
would  ftiil  remain  enough  to  prove 
by  a  conflant  Tradition ,  that 
*^  tho*  we  are  bound  to  love  God 
*'  as  the  Author  of  our  Happinefs, 
"  we  are  oblig'd  to  love  him  yet 

"  more, 


"  more,  as  he  is  infinitely  perfect  5 
"  that  we  ought  to  love  God  for 
"  himfelf,  all  other  Things  for 
**  his  Sake,  and  our  own  Being 
*'  as  his  Image.  That  we  fliould 
"  will  Good  to  our  felves  only  as 
"  belonging  to  him,  thus  cnoble 
"  our  Hope  by  Charity,  and  defire 
^'  our  own  eternal  Happinefs,  as  a 
"  State  which  exalts,  purifies,  and 
*'  confummates  our  Love. 

Alonjteur  de  Meaux  had  always 
maintained  the  Opinion  oppofite  to 
difinterefted  Love.  He  thought 
no  Body  underflood  fo  well  what 
was  true  Dodrine  as  himfelf,  and 
could  not  bear  to  be  fliewn,  that 
the  Tradition  of  the  Church  in  fo 
cflential  a  Point  had  efcap*d  his 
Obfervation.  The  Abbe  de  Fe- 
nelon  infifted  ftedfaftly  upon  what 
C  <J  he 
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he  had  advanced,  which  was  in- 
fupportable  to  the  Bifhop  from  a 
Man  whoai  he  look'd  upon  as  his 
Difciple. 

After  an  Examination  which 
lafted  fcveral  Months  they  had  a 
great  deal  of  Difficulty  to  come 
to  any  precife  Determination.  The 
only  Thing  in  View,  at  the  be- 
ginning, was  to  undeceive  Ma- 
dame Gujon  upon  her  pretend- 
ed Spirituality.  But  Monjieur  de 
Meaux  would  not  reft  there.  He 
cryed  out  continually,  that  the 
Church  was  in  Danger.  It  would 
be  an  additional  Luftre  to  the  Glo- 
ry of  his  Triumphs  over  thePro- 
teftants  to  convid  fo  great  a  Man 
as  the  Ahbe  de  Fenelon  of  Error. 
He  was  therefore  for  making  Ca- 
nons, to  afcertain  and  fecure  the 
Catholick  Dodrine.  For 
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For  this  Purpofe,  towards  the 
Beginning  of  the  Year  1695,  he 
had  diverfe  Conferences  at  Jjf/} 
with  MonJieiiT  de  Chaalons,  Mon- 
Jieur  Timfon,  and  the  Abbe  de 
Fenelon,  who  was  juft  nam'd  to  the 
Archbiflioprick  of  Cambray,  He 
(hewed  them  thirty  Articles,  he 
had  drawn  up,  and  which  he  pro- 
posed to  them  to  fign,  as  a  Fence 
againft  Novelties. 

Monfieiir  de  Fenelon  having  read 
them  over,  altered  feveral  of  the 
Number,  and  added  four  others. 
Thefe  were  rejeded  at  firft  by  the 
Bifliop  of  Meaiix  s  but,  aftet  much 
Difpute,  he  'at  length  yielded,  and 
the  Articles  were  fign  d  by  all  the 
four  Examiners. 

Monjieiir  de   Meaux   whifper'd 
about  his  Boafts,  that  he  had  made 

Monfieur 
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Monjieur  de  FeneloUy  under  the 
fpecious  Pretext  of  figning  fomc 
Articles,  retrad  his  Errors  5  and 
Monjieur  de  Fenelon  pleas'd  him- 
felf  with  thinking,  that,  by  the 
Approbation  which  that  Prelate 
had  given  to  the  four  fuperadded 
Articles,  he  had  brought  him  to 
admit  his  Dodrine  oi pure  Love. 

Not  long  after  the  figning  of 
thefe  Articles,  Monjieur  de  Fene- 
lon was  confecrated  Bifliop  ofCam- 
bray,  and  Monjieur  de  Meaux 
would  by  all  Means  perform  the 
Office.  Hitherto  there  had  feem'd 
to  be  A  very  good  Underftanding 
between  thefe  two  Prelates. 

The  Bifhops  oiChaalonSy  Char- 
tres  and  Meaux  in  that  very  fame 
Year  publifh'd  Paftoral  Letters  a- 
gainft   §luietifm^    and  condemn'd 

^he 
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the  Books  of  Madame  Guy  on.  The 
firft  concluded  himfelf  with  much 
more  Moderation  than  the  other 
two.  "  While  we  blame,  fays 
that  Prelate, "  the  Extravagancies  of 
^'  the  falfe  Myfticks,  let  us  ever 
"  praife  and  admire  thofe  holy 
"  Excefles  to  which  Souls  are  tranf- 
^*  ported  by  the  Love  of  God. 
<*  They  can  never  carry  it  too  far^ 
"  fince  the  only  Meafure  of  Love 
"  to  him  is  to  love  him  with- 
"  out  Meafure.  Fear  not  there- 
"  fore,  continues  he,  that  the 
"  Tranfports  of /^/r^  Z^x'^  fhould 
"  ever  carry  them  afide  from  the 
"  bright  Way.''  Thus,  tho'  he  for- 
bad the  reading  of  Madame  Guy- 
on's  Books,  he  was  very  far  from 
condemning  her  Perfon.  He  had 
fecn  her  fome  Months  before  at  the 

Hotel 
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Hotel  de  Morheftein,  and  had  told 
her,  "  That  fubmitting  her  Ex- 
''  preflions  to  the  Judgment  of  her 
"  Superiors,  fhc  might  continue  in 
"  the  fame  Sentiments,  and  that  he 
*^  would  pray  God  to  increafe  his 
"  Favours  to  her. 

In  the  mean  time,  that  Lady 
had  retired  to  the  Nuns  of  St.  Ma- 
ry of  MeauXy  waiting  the  dccifive 
Judgment  of  the  Bifliops.  Monfieiir 
Bojfuet  went  into  his  Diocefe  to 
fee  her.  He  required  of  her  to 
fign  his  Paftoral  Ordinance,  and 
to  retraft  the  Errors  therein  men- 
tion'd,  confcfling  at  the  fame  time 
that  (he  did  not  believe  the  Incar- 
nation of  the  IVord,  and  that  flie 
had  praflis'd  a  kind  of  Prayer 
which  put  her  into  an  intirc  'Fck- 
getfulnefs  of  the  Chriftian  .Myft^- 
ries.  Ma- 
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Madame  Giiyon  was  Tcar^d  at 
lb  ftrange  a  Propofal.  She  told 
him,  that,  as  to  her  Expreffions, 
file  fubmitted  them  to  the  Church, 
that  {he  made  but  little  Account 
of  her  Works,  that  (he  had  writ- 
tin  them  only  occafionally  and  in 
Obedience,  without  any  Intention 
to  dogmatize  i  that  it  was  poflible 
Ihe  might  have  been  miftaken  in 
her  Choice  of  Terms,  but  that 
ftie  could  not,  without  betraying 
herConfcience,  acknowledge  that 
fhe  had  ever  held  fuch  monftrous 
Errors. 

The  Nuns  and  Abbefs  of  the 
Convent,  whither  Ihe  had  retreat- 
ed, were  afflided  at  the  Cruelty 
of  their  Bifhop,  and  endeavour'd  to 
foften  him  by  the  Tcftimony  they 
gave  to  Madame   Guy  on  %    Piety, 

He 


66      the  LIFE  of 

He  yielded  at  length  to  the  Force 

of  Truth,    and  at  the  End  of  fix 

Months  gave  her  a  Certificate,  in 

which  he  declares,   *^  That  he  was 

"  fatisfy'd  with  herCondud;  that 

"  he  continued  to  her  the  Partici- 

"  pation  of  the  holy  Sacraments-i 

"  that  he  had  not  found  her   any 

*'  ways  involved  in  the  Abomina- 

*^  tions  of  MolinoSy  or  in  any  o- 

"  ther  heretofore  condemned  5  and 

"  in  fine,  that  he  had  not  meant 

"  to    comprehend     her     in    the 

"  Mention   made  of  thofe    Abo- 

**  minations  in    his  Paftoral   Or- 

"  dinance. 

Another  Certificate  was  like  wife 
given  her  by  the  Abbcfs  and  the 
Nunsjin  which  they  declare,  "That 
"  that  Lady,  having  continued  fix 
\[  Months   in   their  Houfe,    had 

"  given 
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"  given  them  no  Caufc  of  Trou- 
"  ble  or  Uneafinefs,  but  on  the 
*'  contrary  ,  an  Example  highly 
"  edifying  j  that  throughout  her 
"  whole  Condud,  and  in  all  her 
"  Words ,  they  had  obferv'd  a 
"  great  Regularity  ,  Simplicity  , 
"  Sincerity,  Humility,  Mortifica- 
"  tion,  Meeknefs,  and  Chriftian 
"  Patience,  and  a  truly  pious  E- 
"  fteem  for  every  Part  of  the  Ca- 
"  tholick  Faith,  and  efpeci^iUy  for 
"  the  Myftery  of  the  Incarnntion, 
*^  and  holy  Infancy  of  our  Lord 
''  Jefus  Chrift. 

Two  fuch  authentick  Ads,  af- 
ter fo  rigorous  an  Examination, 
and  after  fo  much  Pains  had  been 
taken  to  make  her  appear  criminal, 
difpleas'd  Madame  de  Matntenon 
to  a  very  high  Degree.     She  told 

Monfieur 
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Monfietir  de  Meaiix  that  the  At- 
tcftarion  he  had  given,  would  have 
a  quite  contrary  Effedtto  what  had 
been  proposed,  which  was  to  un- 
deceive t+iofe  Perfons  who  were 
prepoficfs'd  in  Madame  Guy  on' % 
Favour.  In  the  mean  while,  that 
Lady  was  arretted  and  -committed 
to  the  Caftle  of  Vincennes  to- 
wards the  End  of  the  Year  1695. 
Madame  de  Maintenori%  Diflikc 
to  Monjieur  deCambray  grew  eve- 
ry Day  greater.  She  looked  upon 
his  Refufal  to  condemn  Madame 
Giiyon  as  an  inexcufable  Obftinacy* 
Monfaur  de  MeauXy  to  confioni 
himfelfto  Madame  de  Maintenon's 
Sentiments,  refolv'd  artfully  redraw 
'Monjteur  de  Cambray  in  to  pro- 
nounce this  Condemnation.  He 
fent  him  Word,  that  he  was  writ- 
ing 
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ing  a  Trcatife  for  the  authonfing 
of  true  Spirituality,  and  to  put  a 
Stop  to  lliufion,  and  pray*d  his 
Approbation  of  it.  Monjieur  de 
Cambray  was  overjoy 'd  at  fo  ufe- 
ful  a  Defign,  and  made  an  Of- 
fer to  join  with  him  in  the 
Work, 

While  Monjieur  Boffnet  was 
Gompofing  this  Treatife  he  wrote 
the  following  Letter  to  Monjieur 
de  Fenelon, 

At  Meaux  the  1 5'^  ^/May  1 695. 

<-'  ^^  O  D  knows  the  Inclink- 
Vl  ''  tion  and  Refped  with 
"  which  lam  united  with  you  in 
"  the  main.  However,  methinks 
"  I  feel  a  certain,  I  know  nbt 
/f  what,    which  keeps  us  a  little 

'^afund^r. 
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"  afunder,    and  it  is  infupportablc 

*<  to  me.  My  Book  will  help  us  to 

"  enter  into  each  other's  Thought. 

**  When  the  Union  of  our  Minds 

"  fhall  be  as  great  as  that  of  our 

'*  Hearts,  I  fliall  be  at  reft. 

This  Letter  confirmed  Monfieur 
de  Cambray  in  the  good  Opinion 
he  had  of  Monfieur  de  Meattxs  In- 
tegrity, and  nothing  was  able  to 
make  him  doubt  of  that  Prelate's 
Friendfliip,  till  he  fent  him  his 
lnftru5iion  fur  les  Etats  d  Orai- 
fon. 

How  great  was  Monfieur  de 
Cambrafs  Surprize,  when  through- 
out that  Work  he  beheld  PafTages 
taken  out  of  Madame  Guyon\ 
Books,  and  the  horrible  Meaning 
Monfieur  de  Meaux  had  given  to 

them. 
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them.  This  Prelate  avcrr'd,  "That 
"  the  Queftion  was  not  concern- 
"  ing  remote  Confcquenccs,  but 
"  of  a  Syftem,  whereof  all  the 
"  Parrs  were  link'd  together,  the 
**  manifeft  Defign  of  which  was 
"  to  eftablifli  a  brutifli  Indif- 
"  ference  for  Heaven  and  Hell, 
'*  Vice  and  Virtue,  a  Forgetful- 
«  nefs  of  Jefus  Chrift,  and  of  all 
"  his  Myfteries,  and  fenfelefs  In- 
"  aftion,  and  an  impious  Qiiie- 
^'  tude. 

It  is  neceflary  to  give  here  a 
concife  Idea  of  that  Syftem  of 
Madame  Guyon,  fuch  as  we  find 
it  throughout  all  her  Writings. 
As  far  as  I  am  able  I  fhall  make 
ufe  of  her  own  Expreflions  which 
I  fhall  only  conned  together. 

:|:  Charity 
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Charity  is  the  Source  and  the 
End,  the  Rule  and  the  Com- 
pletion of  the  whole  Law,  of  all 
Duties,  of  all  Virtues  5  and  the 
two  Means  to  arrive  at  this  per- 
feft  Love  are  Trayer  and  that 
Self  denial  fpoken  of  in  the  Gof- 

pel. 

Prayer  is  neither  a  fweet  Senfa- 
tion,  nor  the  Charm  of  an  in- 
flam'd  Imagination,  nor  an  ab- 
ftraftcd  fpeculative  Reafoning  ;  but 
it  is  a  central  Bent  and  Inclination 
of  the  Soul  towards  its  Origin, 
fuch  as  the  moft  fimple  are  capable 
of,  what  nothing  Ihould  interrupt, 
and  what  is  compatible  with  all 
the  Duties  of  our  mortal  State. 

It  is  neccflary  at  firft  to  ufe  vi- 
gorous Efforts,  repeated  Ads,  and 
frequent  Rcturnings  to  God,  that 
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wc  may  feparate  our  felves  from 
all  the  Objefts  of  oar  Paffions^ 
avoid  all  the  Occafions  by  which 
they  are  excited,  recoiled  and  Ihut 
our  felves  up  within  our  fpiritual 
Nature,  and  by  that  Means  form 
by  Degrees  a  Habit  of  living  in 
the  divine  Prefence  after  a  more 
fimple,  uniform,  and  intimate 
Manner. 

Whilft  the  Mind  is  thus  lifted 
up  towards  the  fovcreign  Truth, 
the  Heart  difengages  it  felf  not 
only  from  all  its  grofler  AfFedions, 
but  even  from  all  its  moft  rcfin  d  Paf- 
fions.  And  here  we  may  difcover 
the  Source  of  two  very  different 
Operations  of  the  divine  Wifdom. 

God  in  the  Beginning  difen- 
gages our  Hearts  from  impure  Plea. 
fures  by  the  Tafte  he  gives  us  of 
D  a  hea- 
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a  heavenly  Deieclation.  Animat- 
ed by  the  tender  Sentiments  of  a 
new-born  Love  we  exercife  our 
ielves  with  a  noble  and  mafcuUne 
Vigour  in  all  tiie  Labours  of  an  ac- 
tive Virtue.  The  Soul  ravifh'd 
with  the  divine  Aniiablencls  is  no 
longer  to  be  touched  with  the  fe- 
<lucing  Charms  of  a  profane  Sen- 
fuality. 

God  then  proceeds  to  another 
Operation  in  us,  in  order  to  de- 
llroy  the  miftaken  Love  of  our 
felves;  and  this,  not  by  Pleafures, 
but  by  Sufferings.  After  having 
wean'd  us  from  earthly  Objefts, 
he  fliuts  us  up  within  the  folitary 
Prifon  of  our  own  Being,  to  theEnd 
that  w€  may  experience  the  Dark- 
ncfs,  the  Weaknefs,  and  the  Emp- 
tinefs  of  it.     He  fets  before   our 

Eves 


Eyes  all  th^:  fecrct  Abominations 
of  our  Self  love,  the  Impurity  of 
thofe  Virtues  that  flow  from  it, 
and  its  Ufurpations  upon  the 
Rights  of  the  Divinity.  What  a 
Source  of  Torments  muft  this  be 
to  a  Creature  idolatrous  of  it  felf 
and  of  its  own  Virtue?  The  Soul 
finds  nothing  in  it  felf  that  is  wor- 
thy of  its  Love,  and  being  no 
longer  able  to  endure  its  own  So- 
ciety, flies  away  and  foifakes  it 
felf  to  plunge  and  be  fwallowed 
up  in  the  Love  of  that  Object  v/ho 
alone  is  lovely. 

Then  it  is  that  the  importunate 
Noife  of  the  Senfes  and  the  Ima- 
2;ination  becomes  huflVd,  the  tu- 
multuous  Hurry  of  our  Thoughts 
and  Paflions  ceafes,  and  the  whole 
Soul,  being  brought  into  a  pro- 
D  z  found 
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found  Silence,  adores  Him  in  Spi- 
rit and  in  Truth  whofe  Perfeftions 
are  beyond  all  Expreflion ,  and 
above  all  Conception.  But  this 
Silence  is  fuch,  as  excludes  only 
ufelefs  Refledions,  fuperfluous  Rea- 
'  Ibnings,  and  barren  Speculations, 
which  interrupt  the  Adionof  the 
Heart.  In  loving  God  purely  we 
believe  every  Thing  he  teaches,  we 
obferve  every  Thing  he  commands, 
we  hope  for  every  Thing  he  pro- 
mifes.  For  this  predominant  Cha- 
rity produces,  animates,  and  per- 
feds  in  us  all  the  Virtues  human 
and  divine. 

This  is  that  Syftem  of  Madame 
Guyon,  which  Monfaar  de  Cam- 
bray  never  would  condemn.  I  have 
only  ftript  it  of  thofe  bold  and 
hyperbolical  Figures,  thofe  ftrong 

and 
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and  lively  Expreflions,  thofe  Stroaks 
of  Tendcrnefs  and  Paflion,  which 
are  common  to  her  with  diverfe 
canonizd  Contemplatives  ,  and 
which  are  the  true  Beauties  of  the 
Language  of  Love.  When  charm- 
ing Nature  fpeaks  (he  h  never  an- 
xious about  the  methodical  Difpo- 
fition  of  Words  and  Phrafes ;  (he 
paints  the  great  Paflions  by  a  beau- 
tiful Diforder,  where  all  flows 
from  the  Heart  without  Stu- 
dy or  Contrivance.  So  likewife 
the  noble  and  unconSn'd  Soar- 
ings of  divine  Love  are  not  fub- 
jected  to  a  theological  Stridnefs  in 
the  ufeof  Terms. 

It  was  in  this  Senfe  only  that 

Monfieur  de  Cambray  juftifi'd  the 

Exaggerations  us'd  by  the  Saint s^ 

their  impojjible  SuppoJitionSy    and 

D  I  their 
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their  pretended  Extravagances. 
'Twas  purluant  to  thefe  Principles) 
that  he  had  always  faid,  that  the 
Books  oi Aladame  Guyon  might  be 
cenfur'd  in  their  natural  and  literal 
Senfe,  that  her  Expreffions  were 
far  from  being  exaft,  that  they 
were  very  much  ftrain'd,  and  by 
no  Means  according  to  the  Preci- 
ficn  of  the  Schools.  But  he  was 
too  well  acquainted  with  the  In- 
nocence of  that  Lady,  the  Up- 
rightnefs  of  her  Heart,  and  the 
Purity  of  her  Intentions,  to  impute 
to  her  the  Defign  of  eftablifhing  a 
Syftem  which  ftrikes  with  Horror. 
He  refus'd  therefore  with  an  un- 
fhakcn  Refolution  to  give  his  Ap- 
probation to  Monjlettr  de  Meaux's 
Book,  and  chofe  rather  to  fufFer  the 
Exile  and  Difgrace,   vvhich  from 

that 
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that  Moment  he  forefaw  would 
befal  him,  than  to  do  an  Adion 
fo  unworthy  of  his  Heart  and  of 
his  Charafter.  Monfteur  de  Chaa- 
lonsy  become  now  Archbifhop  of 
^ariSy  Monjteur  de  Chartres^  and 
Monjiettr  Tronfon  agreed  in  Opi- 
nion, that  he  ought  not  to  do  it, 
and  the  firft  of  thefe  undertook  to 
convince  Madame  de  Maintenon 
of  the  Unreafonablenefs  of  it. 

Monfteur  de  Meaux  was  exceed- 
ingly fliock'd  at  this  Refufal.  He 
fiird  every  Place  with  his  Cla- 
mours, loudly  declaring  it  to  be 
a  Breach  of  all  Union  in  the  E- 
pifcopacy,  not  to  approve  his 
Work.  And  this  it  was,  that  c- 
blig'd  Monfteur  de  Cambray  to  pub- 
lifli  a  Book  to  inform  the  World 
of  his  Doftrine. 

D  4  He 
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He  had  made  an  Expofition  of 
the  thirty  four  Articles  of  Ijfyy 
which  the  Archbifliop  of  Taris 
and  MonfieuTTronfon\i'^6.^^zw'^w\ 
approved.  This  ferv'd  him  as  a  Rule 
to  go* by  in  compofing  his  new 
Work,  the  original  Form  of  which 
was  thus.  He  firft  gave  the  Sen- 
timents of  the  Saints  in  a  general 
Propofition,  and  then  fubjoin  d  to 
each  Article  the  Authorities  of  the 
Fathers,  Saints  and  Doftors  who 
favoured  his  Principles.  This  Work 
he  put  into  the  Hands  of  Mon- 
Jietir  de  TariSy  who  thought  it  too 
long  and  too  much  loaded  with 
Quotations.  Monjieur  de  Cambray 
fhortned  it,  but  he  fiiortned  it  too 
much,  by  reducing  it  to  a  Heap 
of  dry  Propofuions,  ftript  of  all 
the  Teftimonies  of  Tradition.  This 

pickt 
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pickt  and  naked  Skeleton  did  not 
fail  afterwards  to  ftartle  the  cap- 
tious and  fufpicious  Dolors. 

The  Work  being  brought  into 
the  Form,  in  which  it  has  fmcc 
appeared  under  the  Title  of,  ne 
Maxims  of  the  Saint Sy  Monjietir 
de  Tar  is  read  it  over  with  Mon- 
fieuT  Beaufort y  one  of  his  Theo- 
logians, and  after  having  kept  ic 
three  Weeks,  gave  it  back  to  Mon- 
Jieur  de  Cambray,  fliewing  him  the 
Places  which  he  thought  needed 
to  be  revised.  Monjieur  de  Cam- 
bray  without  any  Difficulty  made 
the  Amendments  in  his  Prcfence, 
infomuch  that  Monfieur  departs 
was  afraid  left  his  Brother  fhould 
be  too  docil  i  and  tho'  at  firft  he 
had  thought  the  Projed  bold,  he 
approved  the  Execution,  and  faid, 
D  5  that 
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that  the  Work  was  correEi  and 
ufefuL  He  defir*d  that  it  might 
yet  be  communicated  to  fome  o- 
ther  able  Theologian,  and  agreed 
with  Monfmir  de  Cambray  to  fhew 
it  to  Mcnfieur  Tyroty  Doftor  of 
Sorbonney  a  Perfon  much  devoted 
to  Monfmir  de  Meaiix.  That 
Doftor  read  it  over  with  Monjieur 
de  Cambray,  and  after  a  ftrid  Ex- 
amination declared  it  to  be  all 
Gold, 

Monjieur  de  "Tarts  fignify'd  his 
Defire  that  the  Book  might  not 
appear  in  publick  till  after  that  of 
Monjiair  de  Meattx ;  and  Mon- 
fieur  de  Cambray  promised  it  fhould 
not.  He  gave  his  Manufcript  to 
the  Printer,  and  when  he  fet  out 
to  go  to  his  Diocefe,  requefted  his 
Friends  not  to    publifh  it,    but 

with 
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with  the  Confcnt  of  the  Archbi- 
fhop  of  Tarts. 

■  Monfieur  de  Meaux,  hearing  that 
the  Book  was  iti  the  Prefs,  threat- 
ned  to  put  a  Stop  to  the  printing 
of  it.  Upon  this  Monjieiir  de 
Cambrays  Friends  forefeeing  how 
much  it  would  be  to  the  Difadvan- 
tage  of  his  Reputation  to  have  his 
Book  fupprefs'd,  thought  them, 
felves  obliged  to  haften  the  Pub- 
lication, notwithftanding  his  cx- 
prefs  Letters  to  the  contrary.  The 
Duke  of  Chevreufe  went  to  the 
Archbifliop  of  Taris  to  intreat 
his  Confent  to  have  the  Work 
come  forth.  That  Prelate  made 
anfwer,  that  he  would  not  oppofe 
what  fliould  be  thought  advifcable 
for  the  Security  oiMonJienr  deCam- 
brafs  Honour,  but  that  it  was  not 
D  6  his 


84       Tie  LIFE  of 

his  Opinion  to  have  his  Book  come 
abroad  till  that  of  Monjieur  de 
Meatix  had  been  firfl:  publifh'd. 
The  Duke  of  Ckevreufe  did  not 
judge  proper  to  follow  this  Ad- 
vice, but  had  the  Impreilion  fi- 
ni(h'd,  and  the  Copies  difpers'd  in 
the  Abfence  and  without  the 
Knowledge  of  Monjieur  de  Cam- 
bray, 

Care  was  quickly  taken  to  give  - 
a  general  Alarm  j  to  frighten  the 
pious  and  well-meaning  5  and  to 
excite  the  Derifion  of  the  profane. 
The  Bifhops  who  were  moft  in 
Credit  at  Court  declaimed  againft 
Monjietir  de  Fenelon,  and  thofe 
Courtiers  who  envied  the  high 
Favour  which  the  Dukes  of  Beau- 
'villiers  and  Chevreufe  enjoy'd , 
pleas'd  themfelves  with  the  Hopes 
4  that 
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that  thcfe  two  Noblemen  would 
be  involved  in  the  Archbifliop's 
Difgrace.  All  things  concurred  to- 
gethcr  to  fwell  the  Storm  j  Learn- 
ing, Ignorance,  Piety,  Policy,  In- 
fmuation,  Difpute,  Credulity,  nay. 
Incredulity  it  felf,  and  all  this,  be- 
caufe  a  Bifliop  had  dar'd  to  main* 
tain  ,  That  we  ought  to  love 
God  for  his  own  Sake.  Thefc 
Noifes  having  reached  the  King  s 
Ears,  Monjieur  de  Meaux  went  to 
wait  on  his  Majefty,  andaskyhim 
Pardon  for  not  having  fooner  dif- 
clos'd  to  him  the  Fanaticifm  of 
hh  Brother  T r elate  \ 


'  See  the  Anfwer  to  the  Account  oi  ^le- 
t'tfmj  by  Monjieur  de  Cumbriiy, 


Mon^ 
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Monjieur  deCambrayj  at  his  Re- 
turn from  his  Diocefc  finding  the 
univcrfal  Outcry  that  was  againfl: 
him,   thought  it   his    Bufinefs  to 
make  fure   of  the  Archbifliop  of 
VariSy  who  was  under  fome  Sort 
of  Obligation  to  fupport  the  Doc- 
trine   of  the   Book  in  Queftion- 
He    proposed    to    him    to    enter 
upon  a   new  Examination    of  it 
with  Monfieur  Tronfon  and   Mon- 
Jteur  Tyrotj   and  this  Defign  was 
approved  both  by  the  King  and  by 
Madame  de  Maintenon. 

The  Examination  however  was 
not  n\zAc,  Monfieur  de  Meaux  drew 
the  mod  horrible  Confequences 
from  Monfieur  de  Cambrays  Prin- 
ciples, loudly  giving  out,  that  the 
Sentiments  he  concealed  were  worfe 
than  thoft  cxprefs'  d  in  his  Book. 

Such 
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Such  Difcourfes  in  the  Mouth 
of  a  Bifliop  of  eminent  Capacity, 
and  a  venerable  Age,  and  who 
was  now  look'd  upon  as  a  Fa- 
ther of  the  Church,  did  not  fail 
to  give  the  Alarm  every  where^ 
and  to  caufe  a  mighty  Infurredion 
of  Dodors ,  Priefts  and  Monks  3 
who  were  already  difpleas'd  with 
Monjieur  de  Cambray  for  the  Part 
he  had  taken  in  the  Difputes  a- 
bout  Grace.  The  Scandal  became 
univerfal,  which  put  the  fcrupulous 
Piety  of  Monjieur  de  Varis  into 
uneafy  Apprehenfions.  He  began 
to  think,  that  he  had  not  fuffi- 
ciently  examined  the  Book,  and 
wrote  the  following  Letter  to 
Monjieur  de  Cambray. 


Friday 
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Friday  the  29^^<?^March  1697^. 

f  TT  D  O  not  advife  you  to  deli- 
JL  "  vcr  your  felf  up  abfolutely 
«  to  Monfieur  de  MeauXy  but  on- 
«*  ly  to  make  ufe  of  his  Remarks. 
*'  I  will  aft  as  far  as  I  am  able, 
*^  the  Part  of  a  Mediator,  but  you 
"  muft  aflift  me  therein,  and  con- 
"  tribute  more  on  your  Part  than 
**  would  be  neceffary  at  another 
"  time  5  becaufe  you  have  not  at 
«  prefent  to  do  with  Monfieur  de 
"  Meaux  only,  but  with  the  pub- 
"  lick  ,  with  an  inconceivable 
"  Crowd  of  Dodors,  Priefts  and 
*'  Monks,  with  People  of  all  Sorts, 
"  and  all  Conditions.  Ifhallfuf- 
*'  pend  my  own  Judgment  as  long 
**  as  I  am  able,  but  I  cannot  pro- 
^'  mife  you  to  do  it  intirely,    not 

"  becaufe 
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"  becaufe  of  the  general  Outcry, 
"  but  becaufe  I  find  Alterations  or 
"  Additions  in  your  Book  which 
"  I  did  not  fee  in  the  Manufcript 
"  you  communicated  to  me,  as 
*^  particularly  Involuntary  Trou- 
"  hie  ^  5  and  likcwife  becaufe,  up- 
^^  on  the  new  Refledions  I  have 
"  made  fmce  the  publifliing  of 
^^  your  Work  ( which  I  certainly 
"  defir'd  to  perufe  once  more, )  I 
*'  find  fome  PafTages  in  it  too  harfli  5 
"  however  nothing  (hall  hinder  mc 
"  from  feeking  all  Means  to  ju- 
"  ftify  your  Dodrine.  God  is  my 
"  Witnefs  how  much  I  am  grie- 


''  This  was  the  only  Word  added  in  the 
Manufcript,  and  without  Monfieur  de  Cambmy's 
Order,  as  will  be  feen  by  his  Will  at  the  End 
of  this  Book. 

''ved 
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"  vcd  to  fe€  it  fufpedcd,  and  how 
*'  defirous  I  am  of  being  able  to 
g  deftroy  that  Inipreffion. 

Tis  apparent  that  the  Archbi- 
fliop  of  ^aris  never  doubted  of 
the  Uprightnefs  of  Monftetir  de 
Cambrafs  Intentions,  but  only  of 
the  Accuracy  of  his  Expreffions. 

The  Bifhop  of  Chartres  on  the 
other  Hand  fent  Mon/iettr  de  Fe- 
nelon  word,  that  he  would  be  fa- 
tisfied  with  Explications,  but  he 
did  not  long  continue  in  that 
Mind.  Monfteur  de  Meaux  cry'd 
aloud  that  Explications  were  not 
fufficicnt,  that  no  lefs  than  a  for- 
mal Retraction  of  Errors  was  ne- 
ceffary.  He  drew  away  Monfteur 
de  ChartreSy  by  Degrees,  into  the 
fame  Opinion,  who  at  length  ad- 
vised 
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vis'd  the  Archbifliop  of  Cambray 
to  abandon  his  Book,  and  to  think 
no  more  of  explaining  it.  He 
wrote  to  him  ia  the  following 
Terms. 

*'  XF  you  fliouldjuftify  your  Book 
JL  "  by  Explications  it  will  be 
*^  thought  good  and  ufeful,  and 
*^  the  Dodrine  contained  in  it  to  be 
**  found  i  it  will  be  reprinted,  and 
"  thofc  who  condemn  it  will  be 
*'  judg'd  either  to  want  Under- 
"  (landing  or  to  have  fomc  ill  De- 
"  fign  5  and  thus  it  will  become 
[[  currant. 

Monfteur  de  Cambray^  being  un- 
able to  confefs  againft  his  Con- 
fcience,  that  he  had  ever  held  thofc 
Errors  which  Monfieur  de  Meaux 

imputed 
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imputed  to  him,  refus^,  with  an 
unalterable  Refolution,  to  fay  a 
fingle  Word  which  might  have 
the  lead  Appearance  even  of  an 
indired  Retraftion.  He  all  along 
offered  to  make  Additions  to  his 
Book  for  explaining  of  every  thing 
in  it  which  gave  Offence,  and  by 
new  Corredives  to  take  away  all 
Ambiguity.  But  Monjteur  de  Meaux 
continued  always  to  infift  on  ^  for- 
mal Recantation. 

Monjieur  de  Cambray  feeing  all 
Means  of  coming  to  an  Accom- 
modation fail,  addrefs'd  himfelf  to 
the  King,  reprefenting  to  him  the 
cruel  Situation  he  was  in,  the  Ex- 
pedients he  had  proposed  in  order 
to  Peace,  the  Refufal  that  was 
made  him  to  examine  his  Book, 
and  in  fine,  that  he  had  no  Way 

left 
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left  to  put  an  End  to  the  Scan- 
dal, which  thefe  Difputes  occafi- 
on'd,  but  to  apply  to  the  Pope; 
and  he  begg'd  leave  of  his  Ma- 
jefty  to  go  in  PerfoA  to  Rome. 
The  King  gave  Orders  to  tell 
him,  that  he  might  tranfmit  his 
Caufe  to  Rorne^  but  without  going 
thither  himfelf. 

The  fteady  Refolution  with 
which  Monfieur  de  Cambray  re- 
fused to  give  up  his  Book,  till  the 
Sovereign  Pontiff  fliould  pronounce 
Sentence  upon  it,  was  reprefented 
in  fuch  Colours  to  his  Majefty,  as 
to  fe-em  criminal,  and  as  the  Ob- 
ftinacy  of  a  Man  incapable  of  fub- 
mitting.  And  it  was  by  thefe  Im- 
preffions  that  the  King  was  indue  d 
to  confine  him  to  his  Diocefe,  to 
deprive  his  Relations  of  their  Em- 
ployments, 
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ployments,    and   to    banifh    his 
Friends  from  Court.    No  Body 
took  any  Intereft  in  him  without 
having  fome  Share  in  his  Difgrace. 
The   Superiority   of   his   Under- 
ftanding   and   the    Purity    of  his 
Life  were    no  longer  confider'd. 
His  intimate   Friend  was  to  pafs 
for  a  whimfical  enthufiaftick  Wo- 
man,  and  himfelf  for  the   Patri- 
arch  of  a    fenfelefs  and   profane 
Sed.     How  profound  an  Humi- 
liation was  this!    But  it  is  only  by 
the   overthrowing  of   the  whole 
Man,  that  we  can  arrive  at  thofe 
divine  Virtues,  of  which  Jefas  co- 
vered with  Ignominy  and  Shame 
is  the  Example  and  the  Model. 

The  Duke  of  Burgundy  ex. 
prefs'd  a  moft  lively  Concern  for 
the    Difgrace    of     Monjieur    de 

Cambrav. 
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Cambray,  The  Abbe  de  Beau- 
monty  and  the  Abbe  d$  Langeron^ 
were  foon  difmus'd,  as  likewifc 
MeJJieurs  T>upuy  and  T>e  I'Echelle 
Gentlemen  of  the  Sleeve.  The 
Duke  of  Beauvilliers  would  have 
had  the  fame  Treatment,  if  the 
Cardinal  de  Noailles  had  had  as 
little  Moderation  as  Monfieur  de 
Meaux, 

The  King  having  fent  Word 
to  Monfieur  de  Cambray  to  retire 
into  his  Diocefe,  and  not  to  come 
back  without  Order,  he  left  the 
Court  the  next  Day. 

Before  he  went  to  Cambray  he 
wrote  the  following  Letter  to  the 
Duke  of  Beauvilliers  J  teftifying  a 
real  Diffidence  of  himfelf ,  and 
promifing  an  entire  Submiffion  to 
the  Judgment  of  the  Church. 

4  At 
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At  Paris  this  3^  <?/ Auguft,  1 697^ 

[[  T3  E  iJ^  no  Pain,    my  Lord, 
XJ  "  or  Concern  for  me.  The 
"  Affair  of  my  Book  is  going  to 
"  Rome.    If  I  have  been  miftaii^en 
*^  the  Authority  of  the  holy  See 
"  will  fet  me  right,  and  this  is  what 
<'  I  feek  with  a  docil  and  fubmif- 
*^  five  Mind.     If  I  have  not  ex- 
^^  plain'd  my  felf  well,  my  Expref- 
"  fions  will  be  correded  and  rc- 
"  formed.     If  the  Matter  appears 
*^  to  merit  a  more  ample  Expli- 
"  cation  ,    I  fliall  joyfully  endea- 
\^  vour  it  by  fome  Additions.     If 
"  my  Book  expreffes  no  Doftrine 
"  but  what  is  pure,  I  fliall  have  the 
^^  Confolation  of  knowing  what 
*'  we  ought  to  believe  and  what 
^<  to  rejed.     Even  in  this  Cafe  I 

"  fliall 


^*  (hall  not  omit  to  make  any  Ad- 
*^  ditions,  which  without  Preju- 
"  dice  to  the  Truth,  may  fcrve 
<<  to  inlighten  and  edify  the  moft 
<*  timorous  and  fcrupulous  Readers. 
^*  But  in  fine,  my  Lord,  if  the 
"  Pope  condemns  my  Book,  I  fhall 
"  be  the  firft,  by  God's  Grace,  to 
"  fubmit,  and  fhall  publifli  an  Or- 
"  dinance  to  forbid  the  reading  of 
^J  it  in  the  Diocefe  of  Cambray. 
"  With  thcfe  Difpofitions,  which 
**  God  gives  me,  my  Mind  is  at 
*'  Peace,  and  I  have  nothing  more 
*'  to  do,  but  to  wait  the  Judg- 
**  ment  of  my  Superior,  in  whom 
"  I  acknowledge  the  Authority  of 
*'  Jefus  Chrift.  We  muft  not  ap- 
"  pear  in  the  Defence  of  difinte- 
"  reded  Love,  but  with  a  fincere 
<'  Difintercftcdnefs.  The  Matter 
E  in 


p8       The  LIFE  of 

"  in  queftion  here  is  not  a  Point 
"  of  Honour,  nor  the  Opinion  of 
"  the  World,  nor  the  profound 
"  Humiliation  which  Nature  may 
"  fear  from  bad  Succefs.  I  feem 
*'  to  my  felf  to  aft  with  Uprighr- 
"  nefs.  I  am  as  much  afraid  of 
"  being  prefumptuous,  hcadftrong, 
**  and  indocil  in  the  Defence  of 
"  Truth,  as  of  being  weak,  poli- 
"  tick  and  timorous.  If  the  Pope 
"  condemns  me,  I  fliall  be  unde- 
^*  ceiv'd,  and  fo  the  vanquifh'd  will 
''  have  all  the  Profit  of  *the  Vic- 
**  tory.  If,  on  the  contrary,  the 
"  Pope  does  not  condemn  my 
"  Dodrine,  I  will  endeavour  by 
"  my  Silence  and  by  my  Refpeft, 
"  to  pacify  thofe  among  my  Bre- 
^^  thren ,  whofe  Zeal  has  been 
"  quickned  againft  me,  in  cliarging 

"  me 


"  mc  with  a  Doftrinc  which  I  do 
*'  not  lefs  abominate  than  they, 
'*  and  which  I  have  always  detef- 
"  ted.  Perhaps  they  will  do  mc 
**  Jufticc  when  they  fee  my  Sin- 
J*  cerity  and  fair  Condud. 

"  There  are  but  two  things  I  \ 
**  infift  upon,  which  make  up  my  [ 
"  whole   Do£trine.     The  firft  is,  ! 
^*  that  Charity  is  a  Love  of  God  / 
"  for  himfelf,  independent  of  the  (^ 
"  Motive  of  that  Happincfs  which 
"  is  to  be   found  in  the  Enjoy-   / 
"  ment   of  him.     The  fecond  is,  '\ 
"  that,  in  the  fpiritual  Life  of  the 
"  moft  perfed  Souls,  it  is  Charity  i 
"  which  goes  before  and  leads  all 
"  theother  Virtues,  animates  them,    j 
"  and  direfts  their  fevcral  Afts.  In-     ; 
"  fomuch  that  in  thofe  Souls  the    /i 
**  Exercifc  of  Hope  and  of  all  the  [' 
E  2  ''  other 
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"  other  Virtues  is  ordinarily  with 
"  all  the  Difintereftednefs  of  Cha- 
^'  rity  it  felf.    I  fay  ordinarily,  be- 
^^  caufe   this  State  is  not  without 
"  Exception,  being  only  habitual, 
"  and  not  invariable.    God  knows 
<^  that  my  Intention  has  never  been 
"  to  teach  any  thing  beyond  thefe 
<^  Bounds.     And  I   don't    believe 
^^  there  is  any  Danger,    that  the 
^^  holy  See  will  condemn  a  Doc- 
"  trine  fo  well  authorizd,  by  the 
"  Fathers,  the  Schools  of  Divini- 
"  ty,    and  fo   many  great  Saints, 
**  which  the  Roman  Church  has 
**  canoniz'd.     As  for  the  Expref- 
"  fions  of  my  Book,  if,  for  want 
*^  of  being  correft,  they  are  capable 
*^  of  doing  Injury  to  the  Truth, 
"  I  abandon    them  to  the  Judg- 
^^  ment  of  my  Superior  5    and  I 

''  fhould 
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*'  fliould  be  very  forry  to  diflurb 
'^  the  Peace  of  the  Church,  if  my 
*'  pcrfonal  Intcreft,  and  the  Repu- 
"  tation  of  my  Book  were  the  on- 
**  ly  Matters  in  Queftion, 

"  Thefe,  my  Lord,  are  my  real 
'*  Thoughts  and  Difpofuions.  I 
^*  am  now  fetting  out  for  Cambray,-, 
"  having  made  a  Sacrifice  to  God 
"  from  the  Bottom  of  my  Heart, 
*^  of  every  thing  I  am  capable  of 
"  facrificing  to  him  with  refpcd 
'*  to  this  Affair.  Allow  me  to  cx- 
"  hort  you  to  enter  into  the  fame 
"  Spirit.  I  have  not  been  deter- 
"  min'd  by  any  human  Regards 
"  or  temporal  Interefts  in  main- 
"  taining  a  Doftrine  which  I  be- 
"  iiev'd  to  be  true.  I  negleft  not 
"  to  acquaint  the  Pope  with  all 
f'  the  Arguments  that  may  fupport 
E  J  r  i^ 
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"  it.  This  is  fufficicnt  on  my 
"  Part  5  it  belongs  to  God  to  do 
"  the  reft,  if  it  be  his  Caufe  which 
"  I  have  defended.  Let  us  not  rc- 
*'  gard  the  Intentions  of  Men  nor 
**  their  Manner  of  proceeding. 
"  Tis  God  alone  we  muft  look 
"  to  in  all  this  Affair.  Let  us  be 
*.the  Children  of  Peace,  and 
^*  Peace  (hall  reft  upon  us.  Bit- 
"  ter  indeed  will  it  be,  but  it  will 
"  thereby  be  only  the  more  pure. 
''  Let  us  not  fpoil  our  upright  In- 
**  tentions  by  any  Obftinacy,  by 
"  any  Heat  or  Paffion,  by  any 
**  human  Induftry,  by  any  natu- 
"  ral  Eagernefsto  juftify  our  felves. 
"  Let  us  fimply  give  an  Account 
"  of  our  Faith.  Let  us  fuffer  our 
"  felves  to  be  correftcd,  if  we  have 
"  need  of  it,  and  even  patiently 

"  bear 
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'*  bear  Correftion,  tho'  we  fiiould 
**  not  deferve  it.  As  for  you,  my 
*•  Lord,  Silence,  Submillion,  and 
'*  Prayer  fliould  be  your  only 
"  Portion.  Pray  for  me  in  fo 
*'  prefling  an  Exigence.  Pray  for 
"  the  Church  which  labours  under 
"  thefe  Scandals.  Pray  for  thofe 
"  who  ad  againft  me,  that  the 
"  Spirit  of  Grace  may  be  in  them 
"  to  undeceive  me  if  I  am  mi- 
"  ftaken,  or  to  do  me  Juftice  if  I 
"  am  not.  In  fine,  pray  for  the 
"  Intereft  of  Prayer  it  fclf,  which 
"  is  in  Danger,  and  which  (lands 
"  in  need  of  being  juftified.  Perfec- 
"  tion  is  become  fufpeded  of  be- 
"  ing  criminal,  and  there  needed 
"  not  fo  much  to  keep  Men  from 
^*  it,  who  are  naturally  fo  mean 
"  fpirited  and  full  of  themfclvcs. 
£4  "  The 
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«  The  Doarinc  of  difintercftcd 
"  Love  is  look'd  upon  as  a  Source 
**  of  lUufion  and  of  horrid  Impic- 
"  ty,  and  Chriftians  have  been 
*'  trained  up,  under  the  Pretext  of 
"  Caution  and  Safety,  not  to  feek 
"  God  but  from  a  felSfh  View.  Per- 
**  fe6t-  Contrition  is  forbidden  to 
"  Souls  the  moft  advanc  d  in  Piety, 
**  and  they  are  no  longer  to  fervc 
"  God  from  that  pure  Motive, 
"  which  has  hitherto  been  wifti'd 
<*  might  be  the  firft  Inducement, 
**  even  to  Sinners  to  begin  thcit 
*'  Converfion,  I  mean.  The  Good- 
"  nefs  of  God  infinitely  amiable. 

"  I  know  that  pure  Love,  and 
*^  abfolute  Refignation  arc  Expref- 
"  fions  very  much  abus*d,  and  that 
**  Hypocrites  under  the  cover  of 
**  thefe  fine  Words  overthrow  the 

«  Gofpel. 
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"  Gofpcl.  But  pure  Love  is  not 
"  therefore  Icfs  the  Perfeftion  of 
"  Chriftianity  ,•  and  to  abolifli 
*<  things  perfedin  themfelves,  in 
*^  order  to  prevent  the  Abufe  of 
*'  them,  is  the  worft  of  all  Reme- 
"  dies.  The  all-wife  God  knows 
'^  better  how  to  provide  againft 
"  thofe  Abufes,  than  Men,  Let 
"  us  humble  ourfelves,  let  us  hold 
"  our  Peace;  inftead  of  difputing 
<*  about  Prayer,  let  us  apply  our 
**  felves  to  pray.  It  is  by  praying 
"  that  we  bed  defend  that  holy 
"  Exercife.  It  is  in  Silence  that 
«'  our  Strength  fhall  be. 

This   Letter   was  immediately 

made  publick,  and  every  Body  ad- 

mir'd  the  pacifick  Difpofitions  of 

Monjieur  de  Cdmbray.     There  was 

E  ^  nothing 
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nothing  more  to  do  after  fuch  a 
Declaration  but  quietly  to  wait  the 
Decifion  of  Rome,  What  Danger 
could  there  be  from  a  Man  who 
fear*d  to  deceive  himfeif,  and  who 
dcfir'd  to  be  fet  right  > 

In  the  mean  time,  the  Arch- 
bifliop  of  Taris  and  the  Bifhop 
of  Chartres  in  Conjunftion  tranf- 
xnitted  to  Rome  a  Declaration  a- 
gainft  the  Book  of  Maxims,  which 
the  Bifhop  of  Meaux  accompany'd 
with  a  Summary  of  Doftrine,  of 
an  odious  Nature,  which  he  afcrib- 
cd  to  the  Archbifhop  oiCambray  as 
the  neceflary  Confequence  of  his 
Principles. 

Monjieur  de  Fenelon  did  not  at 
firft  print  his  Defences,  but  fent 
them  to  Rome  in  Manufcript.  But 
theCardinals  having  fignify'd  to  him 

that 
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that  it  was  impoflible  to  provide 
all  the  Members  of  the  holy  Of- 
fice with  fuch  long  Memoirs,  and 
that  the  Accufations  againft  him 
being  made  publick  in  France  ^ 
it  was  neceflary  his  Defences 
fhould  be  fo  too;  he  refolv'd, 
thereupon,  to  fend  them  to  the 
Prefs  as  Neceflity  fhould  oblige 
him  to  draw  them  up. 

MeJJieurs  de  7 arts  and  de  Chaf- 
tres  carried  on  the  Difpute  with 
more  Moderation  than  Monjieur 
de  Meaiix  5  nor  did  they  engage 
entirely  in  maintaining  the  fame 
Dodrine  with  him. 

That  Prelate  began  by  advanc- 
ing a  Paradox  which  aftonifh'd 
all  the  Schools.  He  maintained, 
that  mental  Prayer  fuppofes  necef- 
farily  a  multiplicity  ofdiftin^  AStSy 
E  6  and 
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and  difcurfiveMeditations\  and  that 
^ajfive  TrayeVy  of  which  the  My- 
flicks  fpeak,  is  an  extraordinary  and 
miraculous  State,  which  excludes 
all  real  Co-operation  of  Man's  Free- 
will 5  which,  to  fpeak  intelligibly, 
is  as  much  as  to  fay,  that  it  is  a 
^hing  extraordinary,  a  thing  forc'd 
and  contrary  to  Nature,  to  remain 
in  the  Prefcnce  of  the  Objeft  we 
lovC)  and  to  exprefs  our  Love  by 
filent  Afpirations  and  amorous 
Regards,  or  any  otherwife  than 
by  long  Difcourfes  and  ftudied 
Harangues.  Monjieur  de  Taris^ 
declared  againft  this  Opinion,  equal- 
ly abfurd  in  the  order  of  Nature 
and  of  Grace. 


I  Taftoral  Infim^im  of  the  27*"  /Oft.  i^p; 

More- 
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Moreover,    Monjieur  BoJJtietl 

from  the  Beginning  of  the  Dif, 

pute,    deny'd  the  Poflibiiity,   not 

only  of  an  habitual  State,  wherein 

the  Soul  loves  God  forhimfelf,  but 

like  wife  of  any  fingle  kdi  oiptire 

Love  I    pretending,    that  Charity 

has  no  Motive  but  Hope  5  that  is 

to  fay,  that  it  is  impoflible  to  love 

anObjcft/^r  itsTerfe£iionSj  but 

only  for  the  Benefits  we  expeB 

from  it.     Monjieur  de  Chartres  at 

the  Head  of  all  the  Theologians  of 

the  School,  and  particularly  of  the 

Doctors  oiLoitvain^  abandoned  this 

Notion  as  contrary  to  all  natural 

and  religious  Sentiments. 

That  Part  of  the  Difpute,  in 
which  the  three  Bifhops  were  una- 
nimous in  oppofing  Monpeur  de 
Cambray,  turned  chiefly  upon  what 
follows.  He 
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He  had  always  faid  that  Souls,' 
arrived  to  an    evangelical  Perfec- 
tion, pcrfca  the  Afts  of  Hope  by 
thofe  of  Charity,  and   defire  not 
eternal  Happinefs  meerly  as  a  State 
of  Pleafure  and  Joy,  and  as  it  de- 
livers them  from  the  Sufferings  of 
this  Life,  but  as  a  State  which  ex- 
alts, purifies  and  confummates  their 
Love.    He  had  made  ufe,  like  the 
Myfticks,  of  the  Word  Self-inte^ 
reft-,   to  fignify,    not   Salvation  it 
felf,  but  the  imperfeft  Motive  from 
which  we  defire  it.     But  notwith- 
(landing  all  his  Correftives,  Expli- 
cations, and  repeated  Proteftations, 
Monjieur  de  Meaux  ftill   infiftcd 
that  that  Word  was    to    be  un- 
derftood  ia  the  firft  Senfe,    and 
from  thence  concluded  that  Mon- 
jieur de  Cambray  under  the  Terms, 

Sacrifice 


Af^;;/ ^d*  Fenelon,  in 

Sacrifice  of  Self-intereft  taught  an 
Indifference  for  Salvation. 

Monfieur  de  Chartres  in  his  Or- 
dinance approved  this  finifter  and  o- 
dious  Interpretation,  and  tho*  Mon- 
fieur de  Taris  did  not  arraign,  in  his 
paftoral  Letter,  the  Intentions  of 
Monfieur  de  Cambray^  yet  he  eve- 
ry where  infinuated  that  the  Terms 
of  his  Book  might  give  Counte- 
nance to  that  Error. 

Monfieur  de  Tarts  and  de  Char- 
tres difcontinued  very  foon  to  write* 
Monfieur  de  Meaux  carried  on 
the  Difpute  alone,  and  overflowed 
France  with  Letters  and  Re- 
plies. 

In  the  Courfc  of  this  Difpute 
Monfieur  Bojpuet  confefles,  that  the 
Book  of  Maxims  is  only  an  A- 
bridgment   of  thofe   Manufcripts 

which 
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^\\\ch  Monjteur  de  Cambray  had 
given  him  during  the  Conferences 
at  Ify.  Before  the  Book  was 
printed,  he  wrote  as  we  have 
feen,  to  Monjieur  de  Feneloriy  that 
he  felt  only  a  certain.  He  knew 
not  what^  which  kept  them  a  little 
afundcr.  The  Book  is  no  fooner 
publifh'd  but  this  He  knew  not 
what  becomes  an  impious  and 
profane  ^ietifnt. 

I  fhall  not  here  difplay  all  the 
Epithets  with  which  Monjieur  de 
Meattx  charadlerizes,  not  only  the 
Doctrine,  but  the  Perfon  of  Mon- 
jieur de  Cambrayy  who  never  of- 
fers any  thing  in  Anfwer  to  his 
harfli  Language  but  Reafon  and 
Argument,  preferving  always  the 
Meeknefs  of  a  Chriftian  and  the 
Gravity  of  a  Bifliop.  See  here  a 
Sample  of  his  Style,  "  I 

I 


te 


IPray  God,  from  the  very  Bot- 
''  torn  of  my  Heart,  that  he 
may  nootherwdysgive  his  Ter- 
^^  fe6t  Love  a  compleat  Viftory  o- 
*^  vcr  you,  but  by  making  you  feel 
"  it  with  all  its  Charms.  May  you 
"  be  inflam'd  and  confum'd  by 
"  that  celeftial  Fire,  which  you 
"  feek  to  cxtinguifli;  may  it  in- 
'*  fpire  you  with  the  Zeal  of  kind- 
"  ling  it  every  where,  and  may  it 
"  raifc  you  to  the  Height  of  that 
**  Perfedion,  from  which  you  arc 
**  endeavouring  to  cftrange  o- 
\\  thers. 

Tiswith  this  Moderation  and 

Meeknefs  of  Temper,  that  Mm- 

Jieur  de  Cambray  fhews  what  has 

been   the  conftant  and  univerfal 

Tradition  of  the  Church.     But 

while 
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while  he  afferts  and  maintains  the 
Doftrine  of  the  Contemplatives, 
he  continually  fubmits  his  Book, 
and  always  makes  a  Diftinftion  be- 
twixt the  Doftrine  it  felf,  and 
the  Terms  which  he  had  made  ufe 
of  to  exprefs  it. 

Monfieur  de  Meaux  finding  no 
Succcfs  in  his  Difputes  upon  ^oc^ 
triney  had  Recourfe  to  Fa£iSy  and 
publifli*d  an  Account  of  ^ietifmy 
wherein  he  endeavours  to  make 
Monfieur  de  Cambaay  pafs  for  the 
blind  Admirer  of  a  fanatical  Wo- 
man. Monfieur  de  Cambray  an- 
fwered  this  Piece  with  fo  much 
Strength,  and  at  the  fame  time 
with  fuch  extraordinary  Modera- 
tion, that  the  whole  Publick  turn'd 
againft  Monfieur  de  MeauXy  and 
were  full  of  Indignation   at  the 

wily 
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wily  Arts  by  which  he  had  cndca- 
vour'd  to  make  the  Truth  difap- 
pear,  that  he  might  fubftitute  ridi- 
culous Phantoms  in  the  Place  of 
it. 

In  the  mean  time  the  Book  of 
Maxims  was  under  Examination 
at  Rome.  The  Miniftcrs  of  that 
Court  us'd  their  utmoft  Endea- 
vours to  quiet  the  Storm,  and  to 
avoid  giving  a  decifivc  Judgment 
againft  a  Prelate  of  fo  venerable  a 
Charafler. 

The  Book  was  put  into  the 
Hands  of  the  Confultors  of  the 
holy  Office,  who  were  ten  in 
Number.  They  held  their  Af- 
femblies  for  near  eight  Months, 
wrought  at  it  with  extraordinary 
Application,  and  were  at  laft  di- 
vided in  their  Sentiments.     Five 

were 
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were  6f  Opiniori  to  cenfurc  the 
Book,  and  the  other  five  main- 
tainy  its  Dodrine  to  be  foutid. 
The  Archbifliop  of  Chiettiy  one  of 
the  Confultors,  loudly  dcclar'd, 
**  that  they  ought  either  to  burn 
**  the  Books  of  St.  Francis  oi Sales y 
^  or  allow  that  of  Monfieur  de 
CambrayJ*  Thofc  of  the  other 
Side  were  divided  among  them- 
felves ,  fomc  admitting  Propofi- 
tions,  which  the  others  rcjcfted. 
The  Affair  at  laft  was  brought  be- 
fore the  holy  Office. 

The  Pope  orderd  three  Congre- 
gations to  be  held  every  Week, 
and  the  Cardinals  were  ten  Months 
examining  and  difcuflingthe  whole. 
Some  Days  before  the  final  De- 
cifion,  the  Pope  propofed  to  the 
Cardinals,  to  confider  among  them- 

felves, 
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felves,  whether  it  would  not  be 
advifcable  to  terminate  the  Difputc 
by  an  apoftolical  Decree,  whereby 
in  Imitation  of  the  Councils,  certain 
Canons  concerning   internal  and 
fpiritual    Religion  might  be  cfta- 
blifh'd,    without  condemning  ex- 
prellly  Monjieur  deCambrafs  Book, 
But  the  Cardinal  Cafa  Nata  loud- 
ly rejefted  this  Propofal  as  giving 
Countenance  to  the  Book  of  Max- 
ims ,   which,  faid  his  Eminence^ 
might   create  a   Mifunderftanding 
between  Rome  and  France. 

In  Conclufion,  after  an  Exami- 
nation ,  which  lafted  eighteen 
Months  ,  the  Judgment  fo  long 
expeded  came  forth.  Pope  In- 
nocent XIJ.  publifh'd  a  Brief  con- 
demning the  Book  and  twenty 
three  Propofitions  extrafted  out  of 

it. 
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it.  Monjieur  de  Cambray  fubmit- 
tcd  without  any  Hefitation  and  fent 
out  the  following  Ordinance,  which 
will  be  an  eternal  Monument  of 
his  Refpea  for  the  Church,  and 
of  his  Love  of  Peace. 

l[  XXTE  owe  our  felves  without 
VV     "  Referve  to  you,  my 
*^  dearcfl:  Brethren  j    fmce  we  are 
'*  no  longer  our  own,  but  apper- 
"  tain  to  the  Flock  which  is  com- 
"  mitted  to  us.    Tis  in  this  Spirit 
**  that  we  find  our  felves  obliged  to 
"  open  to  you  here  our  Heart,  and 
"  to  continue  to  impart  to  you 
"  what   concerns   us,  in  relation 
*'  to  the  Book  of  Maxims.     Our 
^*  holy    Father   the   Pope,   by  a 
"  Brief  dated  the  1 2^^  of  Marchy 
^*  has  condemned  that  Book  with 
3  "  the 
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*<  the  twenty  three  Ptopofitions  ex- 
"  tjrafted  out  of  it.  We  adhere 
"  to  this  Brief,  my  deareft  Brc- 
"  thren,  as  well  with  regard  to 
*«  the  Text  of  the  Book,  as  to  the 
*'  twenty  three  Propofitions,  arid 
"  this  we  do  abfolutely,  without 
"  Refervation,  or  Shadow  of  Re- 
*'  ftridion. 

"  We  fliall  find  Comfort,  my 
"  deareft  Brethren  ,  under  that 
"  which  humbles  us,  provided  the 
"  Miniftry  of  the  Word  which  we 
"  have  received  of  the  Lord  for 
"  your  Sandification  be  not  weak- 
"  ned  thereby ;  and  if,  notwith- 
"  ftanding  the  Humiliation  of  the 
"  Shepherd,  the  Flock  may  grow 
"  in  Grace  before  God. 

"  'Tis  with  all  our  Heart  then  that 
"  we  exhort  you  to  a  fincere  Sub- 

"  miflion, 
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^^  miffion,  and  aa  umrcferv'd  Do- 
f'  cility,  left  there  fhould  infenfi- 
f*  bly  be  a  declining  from  that  pure 
^*  Obedience  of  which  wc  arere- 
^«  foh^d,  by  the  Grace  of  God, 
^  to  give  you  an  Example  to  the 
^  laft  Breath  of  our  Life. 

"  God  forbid  that  we  fhould 
"  ever  be  fpoken  of,  but  to  call 
"  to  mind,  that  a  Shepherd  has 
^^  thought  it  his  Duty  to  be  more 
"  docil  than  the  leaft  Sheep  of 
**  his  Flock,  and  that  he  has  fct 
"  no  Bounds  to  his  Obedience. 
"  Given  at  Cambray  this  9^  of 
"  April,  1699. 

While  he  waited  the  King's  Or- 
ders for  publifhing  this  Ordinance, 
he  wrote  the  following  Letter  to 
the  Bifliop  oi  Arr^. 

«  Suffer 
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"  ^UfFerme,myLord,totcllyou 
k3  "  bluntly,  that  in  keeping  Si- 
*'  lence  you  have  been  too  referv'd, 
"  Who  is  it  that  fliall  fpeak  to  mc, 
"  if  you  don't,  who  are  the  An- 
"  cient  of  our  Province  ?  There  is 
*^  nothing,  my  Lord,  but  you  may 
"  fay  to  me  without  Ceremony 
"  or  Caution.     Tho'  I  have  a  fea- 
"  fible  feeling  of  what  has  been 
"  doing,    I  mufl:  neverthelefs  tell 
^^  you,  that  I  find  my  felf  more  in 
*^  Peace  than  I  was  a  Fortnight  a- 
"  go.     My  whole  Conduft  is  de- 
^*-  termin'd.     My  Superior,  by  the 
"  Decifion  he  has  made,  has  dif- 
"  charged  my  Confcience.     I  have 
^*  nothing  more  to  do,  but  to  fub- 
**  mit,  to  hold  my  Peace,  and  to 
«<  bear  my  Crofs  in  Silence.    Shall 
^^  I  venture  to  tell  you,   that  to  aa 
F  "  upright 
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"  upright  Man,    who  will  have 
"  his  Eye   to  God    alone ,    and 
"  has  no  Attach  to  the   World, 
^'  this  is  a  State  which  carries  Con- 
^  folation    with    it  >     My   Ordi- 
^'  nance  is,     God  be  praisM,  be- 
"  come  my  only  Affair,    and  it 
**  is  already  prepaid.     I  have  en- 
^  deavour'd  to    make  Choice  of 
*^  the  moft  con<:ife,  plain,  and  ab- 
*^  Iblute  Terms.    It  would  by  this 
*^  time    have     been    publifhed  , 
^'  but    that     I    am    ^vaiting    the 
"  King's    Order,    which  I  have 
"  requcfted  of  Monjieur  de  Bar- 
"  becsieuXy  that  I  might  not  tranf- 
"  grefsthe  Cuftoms  of  the  King- 
"  dom   with    regard  to   the  Re- 
"  ception  of  Bulls  and  other  ju- 
«  ridical   ACts  of    Rome.     This, 
*^  my  Lord,    is   the    only  thing 

"  which 
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^*  which  retards  the  Publication 
"  of  my  Ordinance.  To  humble 
"  one's  felf  is  doubtlefs  painful  to 
^'  Nature,  but  the  leaft  Refiftance 
*'  to  the  Holj  See  would  be  a 
"  hundred  times  more  fo  to  my 
"  Heart  j  and  I  cannot  compre- 
"  hend  what  room  there  is  to  he- 
"  fitace  upon  fuch  an  Occafion, 
"  One  fuifers,  but  one  docs  not 
<*  deliberate  a  Moment. 

How  fincere  and  how  ready 
foever  Monfieiir  de  Cambraf^  Sub- 
miillon  was,  yet  certain  Pcrfons 
lookt  upon  It  as  a  Stroak  of  Po- 
licy 5  and  the  Proteftants  inter- 
preted the  Pope's  Brief,  as  a  Con- 
demnation of  the  ancient  Dodlrine 
of  the  Saints.  I  cannot  better 
clear  up  thefe  two  points,  than 
F  2  by 
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by  relating  what  I  have  had  from 
Monfieur  de  Cambrafs  own  Mouth. 
I  fhall  not  reafon,  I  fhall  on- 
]y  repeat  what  he  .has  often  told 
me. 

My  Submiffion,  faid  he,  was 
not  a  Stroak  of  Policy,  nor  a  Si- 
lence in  refped  to  Men,  but  an 
interior  ASi  of  Obedience  paid  to 
God  alone.  According  to  Catho- 
lick  Principles  I  lookt  upon  the 
Judgment  of  my  Superiors  as  an  E- 
cWoofthc  fupreme  Will.  I  did  not 
flop  to  confider  the  Paffion,  the 
Prejudice,  the  Difputes  which  pre- 
ceded my  Condemnation.  I  heard 
God  fpeaking,  as  unto  Job^  out 
of  the  midft  of  that  Whirlwind, 
and  fay  to  me.  Who  is  this  that 
darknethCounfelby  Words  without 
.Knowledge  ?   And  I  anfwer'd  him 

frora 
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from  the  Bottom  of  my  Heart, 
Since  1  have  fpoken  tmad-vifedlj, 
what  can  I  anfuoer  ?  I  will  lay 
my  Hand  upon  my  Mouth.  Since 
that  time,  I  have  fought  no  Shel- 
ter in  the  vain  Subterfuges  of  the 
^tejiions  of  Fa5i  and  of  Right  ^. 
I  fubmitted  to  my  Condemna- 
tion in  its  full  Extent.  'Tis  true, 
that  the  Propbfitions,  and  Expref- 
fions  I  had  made  ufe  of,  with  o- 
thers  much  ftronger,  and  lefs  qua- 
lify'd  with  Corredives,  are  to  be 
met  with  in  the  canonize  Wri- 
ters,   but  they  were  not  proper 


•  Thc^uefim  of  Right  is,  Whether  the  Pro- 
pofitions  condemn'd  are  juftly  conderan'd  or 
not?  The  ^ueftion  of  Fact  is^  Whether  thoTc 
Propofitions  are  really  contain'd,  or  nor,  in  the 
Book  where  they  arc  pretended  to  be  found  ? 


for 
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for  a  dogmatical  Work.  Diffe- 
rent Perfons  fliould  fpeak,  and 
different  Subjefts  be  treated  of  in 
a  different  Style.  There  is  a 
Style  of  the  Heart,  and  another 
of  the  Underflanding5  a  Language 
proper  to  exprefs  the  Motions  of 
the  former,  and  another  to  ex- 
plain the  Reafonings  of  the  lat- 
ter. That  which  is  a  Beauty  in 
the  one  is  oftentimes  an  Imper- 
feftion  in  the  other.  The  Church 
with  a  wonderful  Wifdom  allows 
the  one  to  her  ITmplc  and  artlefs 
Children,  but  fhe  ftriclly  requires 
the  other  from  her  Doftors.  She 
.may  therefore,  according  to  diffe- 
rent Circumflanccs,  without  con- 
demning  the  Doftrine  of  the  Saints, 
rejed  their  incorred  Expreflions, 
when   they   come  to   be    abus'd. 

This 
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This  was  Monfimr  de  Cambraf^ 
conftant  Difcourfe  to  mc  in  rcla- 
tlon  to  his  Book.  How  great  aa 
Example  of  Docility  ! 

After  Sentence  was  given  a- 
gainft  the  Book  of  Maxims,  Moit- 
Jieiir  de  Cambrafs  Adverfaries 
made  prefling  Application  to  the 
Pope,  by  the  French  Court,  to 
condemn  likewife  his  apologetical 
Writings.  But  the  fovcreign  Pon- 
tiff, with  a  Refolution  not  to  be 
fliaken,  refused  to  do  it,  and  would 
never  pronounce  any  thing  againft 
thofc  Writings ,  tlio'  they  were 
difpers'd  in  Rome^  and  tho'  Mon- 
Jieur  de  Cambray  had  therein  un- 
folded the  Doftrine  of  pure  Love 
in  a  much  more  ample  manner 
than  in  his  Book  of  Maxims  5  an 
invincible  Proof  that  the  Church 
F  4  has^ 
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has  not  varied  in  her  Dodrine 
by  prohibiting  the  incorreft  and 
hyperbolical  Expreflions  of  the 
Saints. 

Monfieur  de  Cambray  fent  very 
foon  his  SubmilTion  to  the  Pope, 
who  wrote  him  a  Letter  full  of 
Praifes  of  his  Doflrine  and  of  his 
Piety,  and  gave  Orders  to  Car- 
dinal Spada  to  difpatch  it.  But 
the  Cardinals  of  Monfieur  de 
Meatixs  Party  reprefenting  to  his 
Holinefs,  that  France  might  take 
Um.brsge  at  a  Letter,  which  weak- 
ncd  too  much  the  Condemnation 
of  the  Book,  prevaird,  with  him 
to  blot  out  feveral  Parts  of  it. 

His  Hqlinefs  not  long  after 
made  three  of  the  five  Examiners, 
who  had  voted  againft  cenfuring 
the  Book  of  Maxims,  Cardinals, 

Rodo- 
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R&doloiric,  Archbifliop  of  Chietti, 
Gabrielli  and  Sperellt. 

The  Condemnation  oi  Monjietif 
de  Cambrafs  Book-   was  worded 
in  fuch  a  Manner  as  naturally  to 
give  Offence  to  the    Biftiops    of 
France,     Innocent  XII.    did  not 
fay  that  the  Bifhops  had  volunta- 
rily brought  that  Affair  before  his 
Tribunal  en  premiere   inftance  ^ : 
The  Cenfure   was  only  in  Form 
of  a  Brief.     The  Terms  ufualiy 
employed  in  fuch  lik-e  Judgments 
to  make   them  authentick,    were 
omitted.    The   (hocking    Expref- 


"  /*,  t.  As  9  Court  where   the  Caufe  fhould 
firll:  be  try'd,  but  from  which   there  lies  an 

F  5  fion 
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fion  of  our  oivn  Motion  ^  was 
there.  Monfieur  de  Cambrays  Ad- 
verfaries  beheld  all  this  with  Vex- 
ation, but  they  had  too  great  att 
Intcrefl:  in  getting  the  Bull  ac- 
cepted not  to  pafs  over  thefe  For- 
malities, which  at  another  Time 
would  have  been  look'd  upon  aa 
Incroachments  upon;  the  Liber- 
ties of  the  Gallican  Church. 

The  King  fent  Orders  to  all 
his  Archbifhops  to  aiTemble  as 
foon  as  poflible  their  Suffragans 
in  Order  to  receive  the  Pope's 
Bull.  Monjietir  de  Cambray  was 
well  or  ill  treated  in  thofe  Synods 


^  Motu  poprio.  Which  fignifies  in  the  Senfe 
©f  the  Court  of  Rome  that  the  Pope  decicfes  hy 
Virtue  of  his  fovereign  Authority,  and  as  an 
joMible  Judge  of  Controrerfy.. 


according 
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according  as  there  was  found  there 
a  greater  or  a  lefs  Number  of  Bi- 
fliops  devoted  to  the  Court.  Some 
affeded  to  exaggerate  his  Errors, 
but  the  greater  Part  went  no  farther 
than  to  extol  his  Submiflicn.  He 
was  no  where  worfe  treated  than 
in  his  own  Palace,  by  his  Suffra- 
gans. Notwithftanding  that  he 
had  teftifi'd  by  his  Ordinance  in 
exprefs  Terms,  that  he  adher'dab- 
folutely  to  the  Pope's  Judgment, 
and  that  he  would  to  the  laft 
Breath  of  his  Life  give  Example 
of  a  perfect  Docility  j  yet  the 
Bifnop  of  St.  Omer  told  him,  that 
his  Words  did  not  exprefs  an  in- 
ward Confent  and  Acquiefcence, 
but  (till  left  him  a  Back  Door  to 
withdr-aw  .from  his  Submiffion. 

F  5  Tlic 


131      TToe  LIFE  of 

The  Archbifliop  took  no  Of- 
fence at  fo  odious  an  Accufation* 
But  without  being,  difcompos'd  and 
with  a  Meeknefs  and  Firmnefsbc- 
Gommg  the  cpifcopal  Charader,  de- 
livcr'd  himfelf  thus  to  his  Suffra- 
gans. 

"  You  are  aflembled  here,,  not 
"  to  examine  my  Ordinance,  but 
"  to  do  all  of  you  jointly,  what 
*'  I  have  been  doing  in  particu- 
"  lar.  I  fhall  declare  to  you  with 
"  an  entire  Opennefs,  as  to  my 
**  Brethren ,  and  not  as  to  my 
*^  Judges,  that  with  the  whole  Ex- 
**  tent  of  my  Heart,  I  have  rc- 
^*  nounc'd  all  Thought  of  explain- 
"  ing  my  Book.  I  prefer  the  Au- 
"  thority  of  the  holy  See  to  my 
«  feeble  Lights.    I  am  incapable 

«  of 
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*^  of  retracing  my  Aflent  to  its 
"  Determination  under  Pretext  of 
"  a  double  Conftrudion ,  there- 
"  by  indiredly  to  evade  my  Gon- 
^'  dcmnation.  It  i&  true,  I  can- 
*^  not  confers  againft  my  Con- 
"  fcience  that  I  have  ever  believ- 
"  ed  any  of  thofe  Errors  which  I 
*^  have  beea  charg'd  with  ;  I  only 
"  thought,  that  my  Book  with 
**  the  Corredives  wherewith  I  be- 
"  liev'd  I  had  qualify *d  it,  could 
"  neither  exprefs  nor  countenance 
^  any  thing  erroneous.  But  I  re- 
"  nounce  my  own  Judgment  to 
"  conform  my  felf  to  that  of  our 
"  holy  Father  the  Pope.  I  have 
"  endeavoured  by  Words  fully  fub- 
"  miflive  and  humble  to  accept 
"  the  Humiliation  which  is  come 
<'  upon  mc  from  the   Sovereign 

Pontiff. 
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"  Pontiff.  If  his  Holinefs  thinks 
"  my  Submiflion  defedive,  I  am 
"  ready  to  fupply  the  Defedt,  and 
"  to  make  it  in  fuch  manner  as 
"  the  holy  See  Oiali  judge  pro- 
*^^  per. 

The  Qucftion  being  afterwards 
debated  in  the  fame  Afiembly, 
whether  a  Requeft  fliould  be  made 
to  the  King  to  fupprefs  his  apo* 
logetical  Writings,  the  Bifliop  of 
St.  Omer  advanced,  that  the  Con^ 
damnation  of  a  Book  did  in  it 
fclf  determine  the  Suppreflion  of 
every  thing  written  in  Defence  oi 
that  Book.  To  this  Monjieur  de 
Cambray  anfwered,  that  he  knew 
no  Rule  in  the  Church  which 
fuppofes  the  cenfuring  of  a  Book, 

as 
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as  erroneous  refpe6lively  %  to  be 
iikewife  a  leeal  Condemnation  of 
what  has  been  written  by  way  of 
Apology  for  it  ;  that  he  was  able 
to  cite  Precedents  to  the  contra- 
ry, that  the  Inftancc  of  Janfenius's 
Book  quoted  by  Monjietir  de  St. 
Omer  was  by  no  Means  conclu- 
five$  becaufe  every  one  of  that 
Author's  Propofitions  were  term- 
ed abfolutely  heretical  y  that  it 
did  not  feem  natural  tc^  him  to 
go  farther  than  the  Pope's  Bull^ 
which  had  neither  condemned  nor 
prohibited  the  reading  of  his  apo* 
logetical  Writings,    tho*  difpers'd 


»  Erroneous  is- an  Epithet  made  uie  of  by  tlie 
P6pe  to  fignify>  that  the  Propofition  condem- 
ned is  not  abfolutely  fdfe  or  heretical,  but  only 
leaning  to  Error, 

in 
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in  Rome  it  fclf ;  that  neverthdefst 
he  was  ready  as  Prefident  to  con- 
clude in  the  Name  of  the  Af- 
fembly  by  the  Plurality  of  Voices. 
And  this  he  did>  but  at  the  fame 
time  expreflly  declaring  that  it  was 
sgainfl:  his  Opinion. 

Near  a  Year  after  this,  an  Af- 
fembly  of  the  Clergy  was  held  at 
Sf.  Germain  en  Laye^  where  the 
Bifliop  of  Meaux  was  chofen  to 
draw  up  a  Relation  of  all  that  had 
paft  concerning  the  Pope's  Con^ 
fiitution  againft  the  Book  of  Max- 
ims. 

That  Prelate  was  very  much 
diffatisfy'd  with  the  gentle  Cha- 
raderifticks  made  ufe  of  by  the 
Pope  in  his  Briefs  and  ftill  more 
with  the  Refufal  his  Holinefs  had 
given  to  comprehend  in  it  the 
^  i^  apologctical 
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apologetical  Writings  of  Monjiem 
de  Cambray.  He  refolved  there- 
fore to  go  farther  than  the  Sove- 
reign Pontiff,  whom  he  ftiles  in 
his  Verbal  Trocefs,  the  firft  Bir- 
Jhop  appointed  by  Jefus  Chrift  o- 
ver  the  whole  Flocky  and  whofe 
See  is  according  to  him,  the  Mo- 
ther Church  eftablijh'd  to  teach 
andinjiru£i  all  the  other  Churches. 
The  fevered  CharaClerifticks  given 
to  the  Propofitions  of  the  Book, 
by  this  firji  Bijhop  and  this  Mo-* 
ther  Church  are  ,  Inconjiderate , 
pernicious  in  the  Traciice^  and  jEr- 
roneous  refpe£}ively.  But  that  Pre- 
late accufes  Monjteur  de  Cambray 
of  being  the  Patriarch  of  a  Seft, 
whofe  Maxims  are  not  only  in- 
confiderate  but  impious,  not  only 
dangerous   in    the   Pradice,    buf 

blaighemous 
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blafphemous  in  the  Theory,  not 
only  erroneous  refpeStivelyy  but  ab- 
folutely  heretical.  See  here  the 
Abridgment  he  makes  of  the  new 
Spirituality,  in  Defence  of  which 
MonjieuT  de  Cambray^  according: 
to  him,  had  appeared. 

^^  The  Salvation  we  hope  for  by 
"  Jefus  Chrift,  the  eternal  Glory, 
"  the  Enjoyment  of  God,  and  the 
**  Beatifick  Vifion,  appear  things 
<*  of  too  low  a  Nature  to  move 
"  and  afFeft  fuch  Souls  as  are  ar- 
*'  riv'd  to  the  pretended  Ture 
*'  Love.  Jefus  Chrift,  as  the  Sa- 
"  viour  of  the  World,  has  too 
**  great  a  Reference  to  Us  to  be 
*'  the  worthy  Object  of  a  con- 
**  templativc  Soul.  To  have 
**  GO   Concern    whether  we   be 

favU 
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"  fav'd  or  damn'd  is  what  is  caird 
"  the  holy  Indifference,  'Tis  eafy 
*^  to  facrifice  in  the  lafl:  Trials  what 
"  is  held  fo  indifferent,  and  then 
*^  the  Sin  is  realized,  the  better  to 
^[  realize  Damnation. 

'Tis  obfervable  that  in  this  fame 
Verbal  Trocefs^  wherein  Matters 
are  carried  in  fo  outragious  a  Man- 
ner againft  Monjieur  de  Fenelony 
the  Bilhops  alfembled  give  Tefti- 
mony  to  the  Purity  of  Madame 
Gtiyon's  Life  and  Converfation,  de- 
claring, that  as  to  the  Abomina- 
tions which  were  looUd  upon  as 
the  Conjequences  of  her  Trin- 
ciplesy  her  Innocence  was  never 
call'd  in  ^lejliony  that  fie  had 
always  teftifyd  a  T)ieteJlation  of 
them. 
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This  authentick  Teftimonial  will 
be  an  eternal  Monument  of  that 
Lady's  Innocence  ,•  becaufe  the 
Bilhops  affembled  did  not  give  it 
her  till  after  fhe  had  been  five  Years 
in  Prlfon.  There  had  been  ftrid 
Enquiries  made  during  that  Time 
in  all  the  Places  where  flic  had 
been  fince  htr  Youth  :  All  Per- 
fons  of  her  Acquaintance  in  th« 
Provinces  far  and  near  had  been 
cxamin'd:  Threatnings,  Promifts 
and  Prifons  had  been  employed  to 
engage  her  two  Maid-fervants , 
Witnefles  for  many  Years  of  her 
Condiift,  to  fay  fomcthing  to  her 
Difadvantage.  She  her  fclf  had 
been  made  to  undergo  diverfe 
captious  Interrogatories  before  dif- 
ferent Judges.  She  had  been  car- 
ried from  Prifon  to  Prifon  in  Ch:- 

dcr. 
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der  to  (hake  her  Refolution  5  from 
Vincennes  to  Vaugirardy  from  Van- 
girard  to  the  Bajiile.  Notwith- 
ftanding  all  this,  the  Verity  of  her 
Anfwers,  the  Purity  of  her  Man- 
ners, and  the  Uniformity  of  her 
Condud  for  fo  many  Years  toge- 
ther, forc'd  this  Acknowledgment 
of  her  Innocence  from  a  nume- 
rous AlTembly  of  Bifliops  un- 
der the  Guidance  of  Monfieur  de 
Meaux, 

She  remam'd  however  three 
Years  *in  Prifon  fick  and  in  a  fuf- 
fering  Condition,  after  the  Profe- 
cution  againfl:  Monfieur  de  Cam- 
bray  was  over.  She  continually 
begg'd  that  her  Crime  might  be 
fpecify'd  and  proved.  But  her  Ene- 
mies not  being  able  to  make  any 
thing  appear  againft  her,  flie  was 

at 
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at  length  difcharg'd  out  of  Cufto- 
dy  and  exird  to  Blois,  She  liv*d 
there  near  twelve  Years  honoured 
and  refpefted  for  her  good  Under- 
(landing,  fmcere  Piety,  pure  and 
modeft  Virtue,  even  by  thofe  who 
had  had  the  ftrongeft  Prejudices  a- 
gainft  her.  Monfietir  deCambray  con- 
tinued always  to  have  the  fame 
Friendfliip  and  Efteem  for  her, 
and  the  fame  Confidence  in  her. 
She  dy'd  at  length  in  Blots  to  the 
tender  Regret  of  her  Family  and 
of  all  her  Friends. 

The  Orthodoxy  of  her  Senti- 
ments, the  Purity  of  her  Conver- 
fation,  and  the  Truth  of  what  I 
have  faid  concerning  both  appear 
by  her  Will,  a  Part  of  which 
taken  from  the  Original,  I  infert 
here,  becaufe  the  Ads  of  dying 
X  Pcrfons 
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Perfons  arc   in    all   Nations    ac- 
counted faaed. 


^'  X  N  the  Name  of  the  Father, 
A  "  of  the  Son ,  and  of  the 
"  Holy  Ghoft,  to  the  Honour  of 
^'  the  Word  incarnate,  under  the 
"  Interceflion  of  the  holy  Virgin 
"  and  of  St.  Michael,  this  is  my 
^'  laft  will  and  teftament,  which 
"  I  pray  the  Executors  hereunder 
^^  nam'd  to  fee  executed. 

"  Tis  to  the  Lord,   my  God, 

"  that  I  furrender   up  all  that  I 

"  am,  as  it  is  to  him  that  I  owe 

"  all  Things.     O   my   God,    do 

"  with  me  whatfoever  thou  pleaf- 

"  eft.   I  make  thee  an  irrevocable 

"  Donation  of  my  Soul  and  ofmy 

"  Body,  to  be  difpos'd  of  according 

'^  to  thy  Will.     Thou  feeft  my 

^«  Mifery 
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*^  Mifery  and  my  Nakednefs,  thoa 
"  knoweft  that  there  is  nothing  in 
"  Heaven  or    on   Earth   that    I 
"  defire  but  thee  alon^.     Within 
"  thy  Hands,  O  God,  I  leave  my 
"  Soul,  not  relying  for  my  Salva- 
'*  tion   upon  any  Good  that  is  in 
*^  me,  but  folely  upon  thy   Mer- 
"  cies,    and   the    Merits    of   the 
*^  Blood  of  my  Lord  JefusChrift. 
"  I  proteft,  that  I  die  a  Daugh- 
^'  ter  of  the    Catholick,    Apofto- 
*'  lick  and  Roman  Church  ,•    that 
^^  I  have  ne\xr  had  the  lead  In- 
"  clination    to    depart   from   this 
«  Sentiment  5   that,    iince  I  have 
"  had  the  perfeft  ufe  of  Reafon, 
"  there  has  not  been  a  Moment 
"  of  my  Life,  wherein  I  have  not 
"  been  ready,  in  Will  at  Icafl-,  to 
^'  filed  for  her  the  laft  Drop  of 

*!  my 
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*^  my  Blood,  as  I  have  always 
"  protefted  upon  every  Occafion, 
*^  and  have  given  under  my  Hand 
"  as  many  times  as  I  have  had  Op- 
"  portunity,  having  always  and  at 
"  all  times  fubmitted  my  Books 
'^  and  Writings  to  the  holy  Church, 
"  my  Mother,  to  whom  I  have 
*^  ever  had  ,  and  ever  will  have , 
"  by  the  Grace  of  God,  an  invio- 
*^  lable  Adherence,  and  a  blind 
*'  Obedience ;  having  no  other 
"  Sentiments,  and  refolving  nc- 
"  ver  to  entertain  any  other  but 
"  what  flie  approves ,  and  con- 
"  demning  without  Reftriclion 
"  whatfoeverfhe  condemns,  as  has 
"  ever  been  my  conftant  Prac- 
*'  tice. 

"  I  am  oblig'd  in  Juftice  to  the 

"  Truth,   and  for  my  own  Jufti- 

G  *'  fica- 
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"  fication  to  proteft  with  an 
"  Oath,  that  falfe  Evidence  has 
"  been  given  againft  me,  that  my 
"  Enemies  have  added  to  my 
"  Writings,  making  me  think  and 
**  (ay  things  which  I  never  thought, 
"  and  which  I  was  infinitely  far 
"  from  thinking  ;  that  they  have 
"  diverfe  Times  counterfeited  my 
"  Hand- Writing,  have  joined  Ca- 
"  lumny  to  Forgery,  putting  cap- 
"  tious  Queftions  to  me,  refufing 
"  to  write  what  juftify'd  me,  and 
"  adding  to  my  Anfwers,  putting 
"  down  what  I  did  not  fay,  and 
"  fupprefling  the  real  Fads.  I 
"  make  no  mention  of  the  other 
''  Matters.  I  forgive  thofe  who 
''  have  been  the  Caufe  of  my  Suf- 
"  ferings,  from  the  Bottom  of  my 
"  Heart,  whatever  they  have  done 

"  againft 
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"  againft  me,  having  no  Will  to 
"  retain  fo  much  as  the  Remem- 
**  brance  of  it. 


Before  we  leave  this  Matter, 
let  us  obfcrve  the  three  notable 
Teftimonials  given  to  the  Inno- 
cence of  this  Lady  in  the  three 
principal  Periods  of  her  Life.  She 
had  been  firft  examin'd  by  Afon- 
fieur  de  Harlajy  Archbifliop  of  Ta- 
risy  for  the  Space  of  eight  Months, 
and  had  juftify'd  her  felf.  Afterwards, 
Monfieur  de  Meaux^  who  was  pow- 
erfully interefted  to  find  her  crimi- 
nal, gives  her  an  ample  Certificate 
at  the  end  of  a  fix  Month's  Exa- 
mination. Laft  of  all  an  Affem- 
blyofthe  G^///V^;^  Church,  after  a 
ftrid  Inquiry  into  her  whole  Life, 
G  2  give 
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give  publick  Teftimony  to  her  In- 
nocence. 

While  Monjieur  de  Cambray  was 
labouring  under  thefe  Misfortunes, 
his  Telemachtis   came  abroad  and 
was  admifd  by  all  Europe,    But 
tho"  the  printing  of  it  was  againft 
his  Intentions,    and  by  the  Trea- 
chery of  a  domcftick  Servant,  yet 
it  furnifli'd  his  Enemies  with  a  new 
Pretext  to  blacken  him  with   the 
King ,    who   having    been  ftruck 
with    his   Submiflion  was   begin- 
ning to  lofe  his  Prejudices  againft 
him. 

As  the  Defign  of  that  Work  was 
todifcover  to  a  young  Prince  all  the 
hidden  Rocks  and  Shelves  to  which 
fovereign  Grandeur  is  expos'd,  and 
to  paint  to  him  all  the  Beauty  of 
kingly  Virtues,  it  was  neceflary  that 

it 
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it  fliould  contain  general  Portraits 
which  may  be  applied  to  Princes 
in  all  Ages,  and  in  all  Places.  Sup- 
pofing  therefore  that  in  the  Pidurcs 
we  meet  with  in  the  Telemachtts^ 
there  may  be  certain  Shades  which 
have  a  Refemblance  to  the  Faults 
of  Louis  le  Grand,  we  fliall  at  the 
fame  time  find  fome  bright  Co- 
lours which  difplay  the  royal  Qua- 
lities of  that  great  Prince. 

This  may  be  feen  by  the  ad- 
mirable Apology  which  Mentor 
makes  for  Kings  at  the  End  of 
the  twelfth  Book,  which  had  been 
omitted  in  the  firft  Edition. 

The  new  Difciples  of  St.  Au- 
guftin  having  feen  the  Perfecu- 
tion  of  Monjieur  de  Cambray,  made 
an  Offer  to  him  to  write  in  his 
Defence.  JanfeniuSy  the  Jbbe  de 
G  3  St. 
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St.  CjruYiy  Monjiettr  Tafchalj 
Monfieiit  Arnaud  had  (hewn  no 
Diflike  to  the  Doftrine  of  Tare 
Love.  One  may  find  very  admi- 
rable Paflages  in  their  Works, 
which  favour  it.  Father  Gerbe- 
ron  a  Benedi6im  Monk  caufed  a 
Letter  to  be  written  to  Monjteur 
de  Cambrayy  acquainting  him  that 
there  was  a  Book  ready  prepared 
for  his  Juftification,  that  nothing 
was  requefted  of  him  but  to  con- 
fent  and  contribute  to  the  Impref- 
fion.  To  this  he  gave  the  follow- 
ing Anfwer. 

"  XT' O U  propofe  to  me  to 
\  "  fend  Money  for  the 
"  Printing  of  a  Book  written  in 
"  Juftification  of  my  Faith.  I  take 
*^  for  granted,  that  the  Work  is 

"  fuch 
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"  fuch  as  you  dcfcribe  it  5  that 
"  it  reafons  folidly  upon  the  true 
"  Points  in  Queftion  5  that  it  only 
"  juftifics  my  Meaning,  and  neither 
"  diredly  nor  indiredly  vindicates 
"  the  Terms  of  my  Book,  which 
"  has  been  condemn'd.  You  may 
^*  eafily  believe  I  (hould  little  va- 
"  lue  the  Expence  in  an  Affair 
"  of  fuch  Importance.  But  how 
*^  afliduous  and  diligent  focvcr  I 
"  have  been  to  write  in  my  own 
"  Juftification,  before  the  Judg- 
"  ment  of  Romey  I  am  fince  that 
**  Judgment  no  lefs  determined  to 
*^  keep  Silence,  to  fuffer  in  Peace> 
*'  and  to  leave  the  Care  of  my 
"  Reputation  to  Providence. 

"You  have  read,  without  doubt, 

"  the  CoUeftion  of  thirty  twoPro- 

"  pofitions,  which  I  endeavoured  to 

G  4.  "  fupport 
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"  fupport  by  the  Authorities  of 
"  the  Saints.  The  true  Senfe  in 
"  which  I  intended  to  write  is 
"  there  explained.  That  Work, 
'^  with  my  other  Apologetical 
"  Writings,  has  been  feen  at 
''  Rome ,  at  Tarts,  and  every 
"  where  elfe.  I  ha\e  protefted  be- 
^^  fore  God,  in  all  thofe  Writings, 
"  that  I  never  believed  any  thing 
*'  beyond  what  they  containd, 
"  and  that  1  had  no  Intention  to 
"  favour  any  of  the  Errors  charg- 
"  ed  upon  me.  I  have  fince  the 
*'  Judgment  oi  Rome,  repeated  the 
^'  fame  folemn  Declaration  in  the 
"  Verbal  Trocefs  of  our  Provin- 
"  cial  Aflembly,  which  is  no  lefs 
■  "  publick  than  the  Verbal  Tro- 
^'  cejfes  of  the  other  Provinces, 
*'  or   than  the  Ads  of  the  Gene- 

"  ral 
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"  ral  Aflembly  of  the  Clergy  of 
"  France,  Wliac  (hall  I  be  able  to 
"  add  to  fo  many  EclairciHemcnts, 
"  but  ufelefs  Repetitions?  Is  there 
"  any  thing  double  or  infincere  in 
"  this  Condua? 

"  I  would  rather  die,  than  di- 
"  reftly  or  indiredly  defend  a 
**  Book,  which  I  have  condemn'd 
"  without  Reftridion  in  the  Since- 
"  rity  of  my  Heart,frQm  a  Principle 
*'  of  Docility  and  Sabmiflion  to  the 
"  holy  See.  Whatfoever  I  could 
"  fay  of  my  pcrfonal  Meaning , 
"  fetting  apart  the  Senfe  of  the 
'*  Book,  would  be  look'd  upon 
"  as  an  indired  Method  of  kind- 
"  ling  again  the  War,  and  of  be- 
'*  ginning  anew  to  apologize  for 
"  my  Work.  It  is  neither  edl- 
"  fying  nor  juft  for  an  Author  per- 
G  5  "petually 
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"  petually  to  bufy  the  Church 
"  with  his  perfonal  Contefts,  and 
"  to  chufe  rather  to  continue  a 
*^  Difturbance  without  End,  than 
**  humbly  to  bear  his  Crofs.  When 
"  a  Bifhop  is  not  minded  in  what 
**  he  fays  concerning  his  own  In- 
*'  tentions,  which  he  has  fo  often 
**  explained  in  Writing,  to  what 
**  Purpofe  fhould  he  fpeak  any 
*'  more?  Such  a  one  can  neither 
*'  edify  others,  nor  fupport  the 
*'  Dignity  of  his  own  Character 
*^  but  by  a  profound  Silence.  I 
**  know  too  well  what  the  Church 
*^  fuffcrs  from  the  Scandal  of  fuch 
**  Difputes,  to  be  carry 'd  by  a  jea- 
*^  lous  Fondnefs  for  Reputation  to 
*'  renew  them.  God  himfclf  will 
^'  take  Care  of  the  Honour  of  his 
^\  Minifter,  ifhevouchfafetomake 

*'  ufe 
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"  ufe  of  him  for  the  Purpofes  of 
"  the  Miniftry  in  this  Diocefc. 
"  Thofe  Pcrfons  who  are  neuter 
"  and  equitable  feeni  edified  by 
'*  my  Silence,  and  to  have  no 
*  doubt  of  my  Sincerity  and  open 
'*  Proceeding  in  all  this  Affair^ 
"  and  nothing  I  could  write  wouM 
"  perfuade  thofe  who  have  no 
"  mind  to  be  pcrfuaded. 

"  I  need  not  tell  you,  Sir,  that 
'*  it  would  be  a  Difrngcnuity  un- 
"  worthy  of  a  Chriftian  to  refafe 
*'  writing  any  more  my  felf,  and 
"  at  the  fame  time  to  be  fecretly 
"  in  Concert  with  another,  who 
"  fliould  write  for  me,  I  hope, 
**  therefore,  you  will  neither  be 
"  uneafy  nor  furpriz'd  at  the  Rcfo- 
*'  lution  I  have  taken,  to  have  no 
^'  Part  either  diredly  or  indired- 
G  6  "  iy 
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"  ly  in  any  Work  upon  this  Mat- 
"  ter.  I  am  as  fenfibly  touched  with 
"  the  Friendfliip  of  your  Offers,  as 
"  if  I  accepted  them. 

Thefe  Thoughts  and  Difpofi- 
tions,  in  Relation  to  his  Book, 
he  always  retain'd  to  the  laft  Mo- 
ment of  his  Life. 

The  A rchbifliop  of  C^^^r^r?  ^x- 
ceflively  humbled ,  covered  with 
Shame,  banifh'd  and  confined  to 
his  Diocefe,  enjoy 'd  there  that  pro- 
found Peace  of  Mind,  which  ne- 
ver fails  to  accompany  pure  Vir- 
tue, 

He  apply'd  himfelf  wholly  to 
make  Men  good  and  happy  by 
difcharging  with  great  Exaftnefs 
all  the  Functions  of  his  Epifcopal 
Charader. 

Being 
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Being  dcfirous  perfonally  to  prove 
and  know  all  thofe  who  devoted 
themfclves  to  the  minifterial  Of- 
fice, he  recalled  his  Seminary, 
which  was  then  about  eight 
Leagues  off,  near  Valenciennes^  to 
Cambraj,  He  aflifted  at  the  Exa- 
mination of  the  Perfons  to  be  or- 
dain'd,  which  was  perform'd  at  the 
Archiepifcopal  Palace,  and  fo  had 
a  near  View  of  every  Candidate, 
at  lead  five  times  before  he  or- 
dain'd  him  Prieft.  He  not  only 
inftrufted  them  at  the  Seafons  of 
their  more  particular  Devotion , 
and  the  principal  Feftivals  obferv- 
ed  by  the  Seminary  ,  but  had  al- 
fo  Conferences  with  them  every 
Week  upon  the  Principles  of  Re- 
ligion. He  would  have  every  one 
propound  to  him  his  Difficulties. 

He 
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He  liftned  to  them  with  an  infinite 
Patience,    and  gave   his  Anfwers 
with  a  fatherly   Goodnefs.     The 
Objedions  made  were  often  wide 
of  the  Purpofe ;  yet  far  from  put- 
ting the  Objedor  to  the  Confu- 
fion  of  feeing  it,  he  brought  him- 
felf  down  to  a  Level  with    him, 
faited  himfelftohis  Capacity,  and 
gave  a  Strength  to  the  wcakeft  Ob- 
jeftions  by  fome  Turn,  which  fur- 
nifli'd    him    an    Occafion    of   re- 
mounting   to   firft    Principles.     I 
have  often  fcen  him  at  thefe  Con- 
ferences,   and    have  as  much   ad- 
mired the  Evangelical  Condcfcen- 
^oa  by  which  he  became  all  things 
'  to  all  Men,  as  the  Sublimity  of  his 
Difcourfes. 

Notwithftanding  the   Diforders 
of  the  War,  he  was  very  aflidu- 

ous 
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ous  in  his  General  Vifitations  of 
his  Diocefe,  and  preach'din  every 
Church. 

Nothing  gives  a  truer  Idea  of 
Monfieur  de  Cambrafs  Genius  and 
Piety,  than  the  different  Forms  he 
took  in  his  publick  Inftru£tions,that 
he  might  fuit  himfelf  to  all  Capaci- 
ties. He  let  himfelf  down  to  the 
moft  fimple,  while  he  foar'd  to 
the  Pitch  of  the  fublimeft  Under- 
ftandings.  All  his  Sermons  came 
from  the  Abundance  of  his  Heart, 
without  being  written  down  or 
hardly  premeditated.  He  only  re- 
tired into  his  Clofet  to  draw  his 
Light  from  Heaven  in  Prayer. 
Like  Mofes  the  Friend  of  God, 
he  went  firft  upon  the  holy  Moun- 
tain, and  then  returned  to  the  Peo- 
ple to  communicate  to  them  what 

he 
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he  had  learnt  in  that  ineffable 
Converfation.  In  thefe  publick 
Difcourfes,  Love  was  the  great 
Point  in  which  he  made  every 
thing  terminate  i  but  it  was  fuch 
a  Love  as  produces  and  perfefts 
all  the  Virtues.  He  banifli'd  all 
too  refined  Ideas,  abftracled  Rea- 
fonings,  and  fuperfluous  Ornaments 
which  are  contrary  to  Evangeli- 
cal Simplicity.  This  delicate  Ge- 
nius fought  only  to  fpeak  as  be- 
comes a  good  Father,  and  to  com- 
fort ,  relieve  and  enlighten  his 
Flock. 

He  would  have  all  the  Affairs 
of  the  Diocefe  brought  before  him, 
and  he  examined  them  himfelf; 
yet  not  doing  the  leaft  thing  of 
Importance  in  matter  of  Difci- 
pline,  but  in  Concert  with  his  Vi- 
cars 
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cars  General,  and  the  other  Ca- 
nons of  his  Counfel  who  were  af- 
fcmbled  twice  a  Week.  He  ne- 
ver took  Advantage  from  his 
Rank,  or  his  Talents  to  decide  in 
any  Queftion  by  his  Authority  a- 
lone,  without  Perfuafion.  He  ac- 
knowledged the  Priefts  for  his  Bre- 
tjiren,  he  liftned  to  their  Advice 
and  profited  by  their  Experience. 
"  The  Shepherd,  he  us*d  often  to 
fay,  "  has  yet  more  need  of  being 
''  docil  than  the  Flock  i  hemuftbe 
"  continually  learning,  that  he  may 
''  be  able  to  teach,  and  muft  often- 
"  times  obey  in  order  to  govern 
"  well.  The  wife  Man  increafes 
"  his  own  Wifdom  by  all  that 
^'  which  he  gathers  from  ano- 
''  ther. 

i' ' 

He 
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He  did  not  fatisfy  himfelf  with 
performing  the  fuperior  Fundions 
of  a  Bifhop,  but  exercifed  likewife 
thofe  of  a  common  Pricft,  confcf- 
fing  and  dircfting  a  great  Number  of 
Laickswho  were  under  hisCondud. 
A  Colleftion  of  his  Letters  written 
to  thofe  Perfons  has  been  printed 
fince  his  Death.  One  may  there 
fee  how  very  far  he  was  from 
turning  Spirituality  into  a  dry  and 
barren  Speculation.  We  fhallfind 
m  thofe  Letters  the  nobleft  Sen- 
timents founded  upon  the  fubli- 
meft  Principles,  fuited  to  the  Ca- 
pacities of  the  inoft  Ample  \  a 
Knowledge  of  the  Heart  of  Man, 
which  unveils  all  its  Windings  and 
fecret  Receffes  5  the  Subtilties  of 
Self-love,  and  the  Delicacy  of  Di- 
vine  Love   unfolded    and   diftin- 

guifhed  i 
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guiflied  5  a  Piety  fuU  of  Meek- 
nefs  and  Condefcenfion  for  the 
Imperfedions  of  others,  and  3'et  at 
the  fame  time  a  Mortification,  or 
rather  a  Death,  which  reaches  to 
the  Senfes,  the  Mind,  the  Heart, 
over  the  whole  Man,  and  which 
leaves  no  Refource  to  the  irregular 
Love  either  of  the  Creature  or  of 
Self. 

His  Prafticc  was  agreeable  to 
his  Doftrine.  Rigid  and  fevere  to 
himfclf,  he  affeded  not  however  an 
auftere  Air,  but  was  chearful  and  a- 
miable  in  all  his  Deportment.  He 
endeavoured  to  imitate  our  great 
Model,  whofe  fimple  and  affable 
Manner  of  converfing  gave  Offence 
to  the  T?harifees  of  his  Time.  He 
flept  little,  cat  lefs,  and  allowed 
himfelf  no  Pleafure  but  what  is 
\,  found 
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found  in  the  Accompliflinient  of 
ones  Duty.  To  take  the  Air  was 
his  only  Recreation  during  the 
whole  time  that  he  was  Archbifhop 
of  Cambray, 

When  he  went  thus  abroad  he 
fpent  the  time  either  in  ufeful  Con- 
verfation  with  his  Friends,  or  in 
fecking  fome  Occafion  to  do  good 
to  the  People  of  his  Diocefe.  If 
he  chanc'd  to  meet  with  any  of 
the  Peafants  in  his  Way,  he  fomc- 
times  fat  down  with  them  upon 
the  Grafs,  ask'd  them  Queftions 
about  the  State  of  their  Family, 
and  gave  them  Advice  how  to  re- 
gulate their  little  Affairs,  and  to 
lead  a  religious  Life.  Nay,  he 
fometimes  went  into  their  Cottages 
to  fpeak  to  them  of  God,  and  to 
comfort  them  under  the  Hard- 
l  fhips 
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fhips  they  fufFer'd.  If  thofe  poor 
People  prefented  him  any  Refrcfh- 
ments  after  the  Country  Fafhion 
he  did  not  difdain  to  tafte  what 
they  fet  before  him,  that  he  might 
give  them  a  Mark  of  hi^  Friend- 
fhip.  He  fhewed  no  falfe  Deli- 
cacy with  regard  either  to  the  Po- 
verty of  their  Condition,  or  the 
Uncleanlinefs  of  their  Habitations. 
He  became  in  a  manner  one  of 
them  through  the  fatherly  Ten- 
dernefs  of  a  Heart  deeply  afftfted 
with  the  Love  of  a  Saviour  poor 
and  naked. 

Poor  himfelf  in  the  midft  of 
Plenty,  he  gave  almofl:  all  his  Re-: 
venue  away  to  Hofpitals,  young 
Clergymen  whom  he  educated  , 
Monafteries  of  Nuns  in  Diftrefs , 
decay'd  Gentlemen,  and  Perfons 

of 
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of  all  Ranks  and  all  Nations,  who 
during  the  War  time  were  within 
the  Reach  of  his  Generofity. 

While  he  thus  watched  over  his 
Flock  like  St.  Ambrofe^  he  pray'd, 
like  St.  Anthony,  in  the  Defart 
of  an  internal  Solitude.  Thofe 
things  which  were  generally  ad- 
mired in  him  were  nothing  in 
Comparifon  of  that  Divine  Life 
by  which  he  walked  with  Gody 
like  Enochy  and  was  unknown  to 
Men. 

The  ordinary  State  of  the  Mind 
of  Man  is  a  kind  of  Delirium.  The 
Soul  is  continually  agitated  by  an 
unaccountable  Succcflion  of  rov- 
ing Thoughts  and  contrary  Paf- 
fions.  The  ^Pagan  Philofophers 
were  fenfible,  that  Man  can  never 
be  happy  till   he   arrive    at   that 

inward 
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inward    TranqmUity    which    ex- 
cludes  not  only   unprojiu.bk    Ac.  ' 
tions,  but  even  ufelefs  Thought  ^"^ 
'Tis   however    Chriftianity    alone 
that  can  raife  us  to  fuch   a  State 
by  that  Peace  of  the  Holy  Spirit, 
that  Unity  and  Simplicity  of  which 
the  Gofpel  fpeaks. 

This    is    that    divine,  internal 
Quietude  to   which  Monjieur  de 
Cambray   endeavoured    to  attain  , 
while  he  was  outwardly  employed 
in  accomplifliing   the    Duties  of 
Humanity,  Religion,  and  his  Vo- 
cation.    He  difmifs'd   as    fafl:  as 
they   arofe    all    ufelefs   Ideas  and 
difquieting  Defires,  to  the  end  that 


"  Moral   Reflexions  of  the  Emperor  Mar- 
cus Antoninus, 

he 
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he  might  preferve  his  Soul  pure 
and  in  Peace,  taken  up  with  God 
alone,   and  unbufied    with  every 
thing  that  was  not  of  the  divine 
Appointment  $  always  attentive  to 
the  Voice  of  the  Sovereign  Rea- 
fon,  and  in  a  Perfed  Submiflion 
to  the  Supreme  Will.      This  fa- 
cred  Void  of  Heart  and  Mind  had 
brought   him  to  fuch  a  Chriftian 
Simplicity  as  made  him  dcfpife  his 
natural  Talents.     I  cannot   better 
give  an  Idea  of  this  State  than  by 
his  own  Words,   in  a  Meditation 
upon  the  Feftival  of  Chriftwas. 

"  I  adore  thee,  O  Infant  Jefus, 
"  naked  ,  weeping  and  lying  in 
"  the  Manger.  Thy  Childhood 
"  and  Poverty  are  become  all  my 
^[  Delight.  O  that  I  could  be  thus 
4-  "  poor, 
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vrpoor,  Uiusa  Child  like   Thee! 
'•  O  eternal  Wifdom,   reduc  d  to 
"  the  Condition  of  a  little  Babe, 
"  take  from  me  my  vain  and  pre- 
"  futnptuous  Wifdom.    Make  me 
"  a  Child  with  Thee.  Be  filent,  ye 
^*  Sages  of  the  Earth.    I  will  know 
^^  nothing  5   I  will  be   all  Faith  5 
"  I  will  fuffer  every  thing;  I  will 
"  forfake  and  lofe  all.    The  Word 
''  made    Flefh  ,     the     Almighty 
*'  Word  of  the  Father  is  now  fi- 
"  lent,  has  now  an  imperfed  Ut- 
"  tcrance ,   now   weeps  and  cries 
"  like  a  Child  :   and  fhall  I  fet  up 
*'  for  being   wife  ?   Shall    I   take 
*'  a   Complacency     in   my    own 
'*  SchemesandSyftems  >  Shall  I  be 
"  afraid  left  the  World  fliould  not 
"  have  a  fufficiently  high  Opinion 
*'  of  my  Capacity  >  No,  no,  all  my 
H  "Plcafurc 
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'*  Plcafure  (hall  be  to  decreafc, 
*^  to  become  little  and  obfcure, 
"  to  live  in  Silence,  and  to  the 
"  Opprobrium  of  Jefus  cmcify'd, 
"  to  add  the  Helpkfnefs  and  im- 
^'  perfcft  Utterance  of  Jefus  a 
"  Child. 

To  die  thus  to  ones  Under- 
(landing  muft  have  been  a  thing 
more  painful  to  Monjieur  de  Cam- 
bray^  than  to  another.  He  under- 
ftood  throughly  the  Principles  of 
almoft  all  the  Liberal  Sciences, 
and  made  Ufe  of  them  to  difco- 
vcr  the  Truth  in  every  Thing,  and 
to  make  Men  love  it.  But  he 
neglcded  that  pompous  Erudition, 
which  fervcs  only  to  fwell  the 
Mind  with  Pride.  When  it  was 
ncceflary    to    ftudy,    he   went  as 

deep 
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deep  into  things  as  any  Body,  but 
he  never  ftudied  but  when  it 
was  neceffary,  becaufe  he  thought 
it  his  Duty  to  renounce  all  the 
falfc  Riches  of  the  Mind,  and  to 
be  wife  with  Sobriety.  This  is 
what  the  Dodors  who  are  ever 
toiling  about  frivolous  Queftions 
will  never  be  able  to  compre- 
hend. 

By  his  conftant  Fidelity  in  the 
Obfervation  of  this  Rule>  he  at 
length  came  to  fuch  a  Diffidence 
of  himfelf,  that  without  the  Icaft 
Confufion,  Pofitivenefs,  or  Fond- 
nefs  for  his  own  Ideas,  he  rea- 
dily blotted  out  whatever  was 
found  Fault  with  in  his  Works. 
I  have  oftentimes  more  admired 
this  Docility  in  changing,  than  his 
Fertility  in  producing. 

H  2  Monfieur 
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Monfieur  de  Cambray  had  no 
Thought  but  of  thus  living  in  the 
peacealle  Exercife  of  his  Epifco- 
Ll  Funaions,  v/hcn  the  Difcords 
%o^Gme  came  to  trouble  his 

Repofe.  .  i 

This  Difpute  drew  upon  him 

the  bittereft  R^P-^^^*^"'  ^^oS 
cruelleft  Slanders.     He  was  look  d 

upon  as  a  politick  and  ambuious 
Man,  whofeonlyAimwastobe 

recall'd  to  Court. 

In  order  to  fhew  the  Uniformi- 
ty and  Uprightnefs  of  his  Con- 
dua     and   how   much   he    aded 

tl  a  Principle  of  Convi.^^' 
it  is  neccffary  to  give  here  an  Ana. 

Ivfis  of  his  Sentimems  upon  the 
Topick  of  Grace,  by  which  we 
flJl  fee  that  he  never  oppofed 
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the   true   Thomifm^.      His  Pria. 
ciples  are  as  follow. 

"  We  have  no  Liberty,  accord- 
ing to  MonJieiiY  de  Cambray,  "  with 
"  Regard  to  fupcrnatural  good , 
"  without  the  Grace  of  the  Rc- 
*'  deemer.  This  Grace  not  only 
«'  enlightens  the  Underftanding 
"  with  the  eternal  Truths,  but  it 
"  prevents  the  Will,  delivers  it 
"  from  the  Chains  of  Concupif- 
"  ccnce,  excites  and  moves  ir,  and 
*^  puts  it  always  in  a  Condition 
**  to  confcnt  to  the  divine  Opc- 
"  ration.  But  this  redeeming 
"  Grace  is  never  more  ftrong  to 


'  The  Doctrine  of  Thomm  Aq^^ina.u 

H  3  make 
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"  make  the  will  confent,  than  the 
"  Will  is  to  rcfift  it/'  This  is 
what  Monfietir  de  Cambray  calls 
an  Equilibrium  \     When  we  do 

well 


'  'hionficur  4e  Cambmys  Advcrfaries  have  ex- 
pounded this  IquiliSrium,  as  if  one  cculd  not  be 
free,  but  by  having  an  Inclination  equally 
{\rov.g  towards  Good  and  towards  Evil.  No- 
thing can  be  more  contrary  to  his  Ideas.  His 
Equ'dibrinm  of  Toreer  is  not  an  Equilibrium  of 
Incimatim.  He  fays  expreflly  that  this  Equili- 
brium  does  not  confifl  in  an  Equality  of  two  op- 
pojitc  Kmcls  cfPleaftirc,  but  in  an  Equality  of  Strength 
betmee^  the  Attraction  cf  the  Temptation,  and  the 
Fower  of  the  Will  fortify' d  by  Grace.  One  may 
have  a  real  Pov/er  to  a6l  againft  the  ftrongeft 
Inclinations.  The  Habits  of  Good  and  Evil  ne- 
ver deftroy  Liberty.  The  more  we  arc  con- 
firmed in  the  one,  the  more  we  lofe  of  our 
Aptncfs  to  the  other.  But  the  Soul  never 
lofes  its  Mokiltty,  till  it  be  fix'd  by  Death  in  a 
perfedt  Immobility  with  the  Angels,  or  the 
Devils.  The  Word  Equilibrium  is  not  a  new 
cne.     St.  Bajil  makes   ufc  of  it  in  the  fame 

Senfe 
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well  we  do  but  confent  to  the 
Operation  of  God  who  difpofes 
us  by  his  Grace  fo  to  confent. 
When  we  do  ill  we  do  but  refift  the 
Operation  of  God,  who  does  no- 
thing in  us  without  our  own  Con- 
currence, to  the  End  that  he  may 
make  us  merit. 

By  this  Doctrine  all  Good  is  at- 
tributed to  the  Creator,  without 
making  him  the  Author  of  Evil. 
Nothing  remains  to  the  Creature 
without  Grace,  but  the  wretched 
Power  of  depraving  and  corrupt- 
ing it  fclf,  or  at   mod  of  doinq; 


Scnfe  as  Monfaur  de  Cavibray,  in  his  Homi- 
ly upon  the  6i^'  Tfalm.  I  owe  ths  Remark 
to  the  Reverend  Father  D^  Tourmm'me  a  Jefuite, 
for  whom  Monfieur  de  Cetmhrny  had  a  particular 
Regard  and  Fricndfliip. 

H  4  that 
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that  from  Self-love,  which  ought 
to  be  done  for  the  Love  of  God 
only.  It  cannot  without  this  Grace 
do  any  Aaion  of  which  God  is 
the  End,  nor  of  which  by  Con- 
fcquencc  he  will  be-  the  Recom- 
pence. 

According  to  Morifaur  de  Cam- 
bray  the  Syftem  of  the  Ujuo  T>e- 
le6fations  dcftroys  liberty.  AH  is 
the  Effcd  of  a  delicious  Senfati- 
on  which  feizes  unawares  and  in- 
vincibly draws  away  the  Will,  by 
a  fweet  Violence  indeed,  but  which 
leaves  it  no  Choice  in  the  adual 
Moment.  The  Will  is  free  only 
in  as  much  as  it  may  have  diffe- 
rent Morions  at  different  Times. 
So  that  by  this  Syftem  the  Liberty 
of  the  Soul  is  reduced  to  the  Mo- 
bility  of  a  Stone  which  can  be 

fhbv'd 
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fliov'dfometimestoone  Side  fome- 
times  to  another;  and  free  Choice 
is  the  ufe  which  God  can  make 
of  Man's  Will,  and  not  the  Uft 
we  make  of  it  our  felves. 

Moreover,   according  to  Mon,- 
fieur  de  Cambray,   this  Syftem  de- 
ftroys  the  Notion  of  Charity  as  di- 
ftinguifli'd  from  Hope.     Wecon- 
fider  God  in  no  other  View  but 
as  the  Author  of  Happinefs.    The 
Idea  of  infinite  Perfection,  (the  true 
Motive  of  Charity,)  is  the  cleareft 
and    moft  luminous  of  all   Ideas, 
yet   it   ftrikes  and    moves   us  lefs 
fcnfibly  than  the  Perception  of  fi- 
nite Objeds.     It  ads  only  upon 
the  moft  fpiritual  Part  of  a  Man, 
who  has   laboured  long  in  purify- 
ing and  feparating  himfelf  from 
fcnfible  Objefts.    A  Heart,  the  on- 
H  ^  Ij 
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]y  Spring  of  whofe  Motions  is 
Pleafure,  can  never  be  touch'd  with 
it.  The  Love  of  fuch  a  Heart 
never  goes  beyond  Attrition,  To 
love  God  for  the  Pleafures  he  gives 
us,  or  to  love  him  for  fear  of  be- 
ing deprived  of  thofe  Pleafures,  a- 
mounts  to  the  fame  Thing.  The 
Church  condemns  all  Quietifm  , 
which  renounces  Chajte  Hope  5  but 
it  abhors  all  Janfenifm  which  ba- 
ni flies  Ture  Charity,  She  will 
have  us  exercife  the  Afts  of  both 
thefe  Virtues.  She  diftinguifhes 
and  unites  them,  without  deftroy- 
ing  either. 

In  fine,  according  to  Monjtenr 
de  Cambray ,  this  Syftcm  ren. 
ders  Virtue  oftentimes  impraftrca- 
ble.  If  Pleafure  were  the  only 
moving  Spring  of  Man's  Heart,  and 

the 
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the  only  Reafon  of  our  free  De- 
terminations, it  would  be  impof- 
fible  to  love  Virtue  when  it  is  not 
accompanied  with  a  fenfible  Delec- 
tation :  For  the  Will  cannot  love 
without  a  Reafon  for  loving,  nor 
be  moved  without  a  moving 
Power  ;  Co  that  Piety  is  hereby 
reduced  to  a  fpiritual  Senfuality, 
which  can  never  infpire  us  with 
any  noble  Virtue,  and  which  of- 
ten leaves  us  without  Remedy  a- 
gainft  Vice.  See  in  what  man- 
ner Monfieiir  de  Fenelon  repre- 
fents  a  Man  fpeaking  in  the  time 
of  Temptation,  who  adts  by  thefc 
Principles. 

"  The  lieavenly  Sweetnefs  has 

"  forfakcn  mc.     I  feel  no  Plea- 

/^  fare  but  what  is  vicious  and  cor- 

H  <5  "  rupt. 
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*'  rupt.  I  cxpedcd  to  be  conti*- 
^'  nually  delivered  from  all  my 
"  Weakneffes  by  the  efficacious 
*^  Power  of  a  delicious  and  invin- 
*'  cible  Grace.  I  look'd  upon  the 
"  Dfe  of  a  Ghriftian  to  be  a  reli- 
*'  gious  Inchantment.  I  pleasd 
**  my  felf  with  the  Thoughts  of 
*'  going  ftrait  to  Paradife  by  a  Way 
**  ftrewed  with  Rofes.  I  wept  for 
*'  Joy.  Heaven  feem'd  already 
**  open  to  receive  me.  I  bleft  God 
"  for  having  put  me  under  a  ne- 
<*  ceflity  in  this  Life  to  be  hap. 
^*  py  in  the  other.  But  alas^ 
"  how  great  a  Difappointment 
"  have  I  met  with  within  thefe  fix 
"  Months  paft.  The  Source  of 
^'  pious  Pleafure  is  of  a  fudden 
"  dry'd  up.  I  feel  no  other  but 
^*  that  of  Sin.    In  my  prefent  Con- 

"  dition 


M?;// ^(?  Fenelok.    i8i 

"  ditlon  it  is  as  impoflible  for  mc, 

<^  according  to  the  Expreffion  of 

**  our  Dodors,  to  refift  the  vido- 

*^  rious  Pleafure  of  Vice,  as  it  is 

**  to  ride  Toft  without  a  Horje. 

Monfieur  de  Cambray  from  hence 
concludes,  that  there  is  a  Love  of 
Order y  of  abfolute  Pulchritude  and 
TerfeEiiorty  fuperior  to  all  agree- 
able SenfatioUy  which  can  aft  in  us 
when  the  fenfible  Pleafure  of  Grace 
is  wanting,  and  which  is  fufficient 
to  mo\e  the  Will  under  all  the 
Pains  and  Deprivations  that  arc 
met  with  in  the  facrcd  paths  of 
Virtue.  Thus  it  was  that,  accord- 
ing to  this  Prelate,  the  Saints,  irl 
Imitation  of  their  great  Model,  re- 
mained faithful  to  God  under  t\\^ 
moft  terrible  Sufferings.  The  Ca- 
pacity 
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pacity  of  their  Soul  was  fiird  v^ith 
the  purifying  Pains  of  Love,  and 
yet  thefc  divine  Lovers  continued 
ftedfaft  in  their  Submiffion  to  the 
fupreme  Will  i  not  becaufe  it  was 
delightful,  but  becaufe  it  was  juft. 
The  Spring  by  which  God  then 
moved  them  was  not  any  Impref- 
fion   of  Pleafure ,   but    the    pure 
Knowledge  he  gave  them  of  what 
was  due  to  him.     For  they  were 
oftentimes  deprived  of  all  Confo- 
lation   both  heavenly  and  earthly, 
fo  as  to  cry  out  with  their  divine 
Head,  My  Gody  mj  God^  why  haji 
thouforfaken  me? 

This  Idea  then  of  Monfteur  de 
Cambrafs  concerning  the  twofold 
Spring  of  the  Will  is  a  neceflary 
Confequence  of  his  Dodrinc  upon 
Pure  Love.    Monjieur  de  hteaux 

by 
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by  combating  this  Dodrinc  has 
taken  away  all  Foundation  of  Ar- 
gument againft  Janfenifm.  He 
has  left  no  Remedy  but  that  of 
Authority,  to  overbear  without 
convincing.  Monjieur  de  Cambray 
makes  always  the  Decifion  of  the 
Church  to  accord  with  the  jufteft 
Reafonings.  He  reconciles  Obe- 
dience with  Perfuafion.  He  brings 
all  back  to  a  Unity  of  Principles, 
and  is  ever  of  a  Piece  with  himfelf. 
The  Janfenijfs  have  no  Way 
left  to  defend  themfelves  againft 
him  ,  but  by  allcdging  that  he 
was  not  an  able  Theologian. 
Which  is  juft  as  if  one  fliould 
fay,  that  a  Lawyer  is  not  skilful 
in  his  Profeflion,  becaufe  he  does 
not  perplex  his  Queftion  with  ob- 
fcurc  Terms,   tho'  he  unfolds  the 

Meaninc; 
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Meaning,  of  the  Laws  by  plain 
and  clear  Principles,  and  fuch  as 
are  always  approved  by  the  Legif- 
lator.  ,.,  ui 

His  Adverftries  have  accufed 
him  of  advancing  extravagant  No- 
tions about:  the  Authority  of  the 
Church.  His  three  Principles  to 
which  Exception  is  taken  are  a$ 
follow. 

1.  The  Approbation  whether 
tacit  or  exprefs  of  a  Plurality  of  the 
Bifliops,  whether  affembled  or  dif- 
difpers'd,  gives  the  facred  Charac- 
ter of  an  Article  of  Faith  to  what- 
ever Decifton  is  made  by  the  So- 
vereign Pontiff. 

2,  The  Church  is  the  only  Judge 
of  the  Bounds, of  her  own  Autho* 

ritv  ; 


rity  5  otherwife  every  private  Man 
would  think  himfelf  entitled  to 
contradia  her  Decifions,  under  Pre- 
tence that  fhe  had  exceeded  her 
juft  Bounds. 

3.  The  Church  is  as  infallible 
in  judging  of  found  Words,  as  of 
found  Dodrine,  otherwife  her  In- 
fallibility would  be  ufclcfs.  For, 
lince  it  is  by  Words  only  that 
Thoughts  are  known,  if  while  flic 
thought  well,  fhe  fpoke  ill,  hef 
Canons  would  be  more  hurtful 
than  if  fhe  thought  ill  and  fpoke 
welL  Hence  he  concludes,  that 
we  muft  fubmdt  to  the  Church 
when  fhe  condemns,  not  the  per- 
fonal  and  private  Meaning  of  an 
Author,  of  whicji  (he  docs  not 
pretend  to  iiidg?,.  but.  th1e.natq.r4fc 

and 
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and  obvious  Senfe  of  his  Words. 
'Tis  evident  from  the  bare  propofing 
of  thefe  Maxims,  that  they  are  na- 
tural and  neceffary  Confequences 
of  Catholick  Principles. 

While  Monfieur  de  Cambray  was 
thus  engag'd  in  fupporting  the 
Truth,  he  was  very  far  from  lofing 
his  Charity  through  a  bitter,  haugh- 
ty and  Judaical  Zeal.  He  never 
afted  the  Tyrant  in  his  Dioccfc. 
In  attacking  the  Prejudices  of  Men, 
he  was  ever  tender  of  their  Pcr- 
fons,  and  refpefted  their  Virtues. 
Ncverthelefs  thofe  who  were 
unacquainted  with  his  Charafter 
have  imagined  that  he  rejoyc'd  at 
the  Difgrace  of  the  Cardinal  de 
Noailles.  Sec  how  he  exprefles 
himfelf  upon  that  Head  in  a  Letter 
to  a  Friend  a  Year  before  his  Death. 

Cambray 
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Cambray  the  1 2^^  ^March,  1 7 1 4. 

''^TOST  People  may  ima- 
IVjL  "  gine  that  I  have  a  fecrct 
"  and  malicious  Joy  ac  what  is 
"  doing.  But  I  (hould  think  my 
"  felf  a  Demon  if  I  had  any  Rc- 
"  lifh  of  fo  deteftabic  a  Joy,  and 
"  if  I  was  not  fincerely  grieved  at 
'*  what  is  fo  prejudicial  to  the 
''  Church.  Nay  more,  I  fliall 
"  profefs  to  you  with  a  perfed  O- 
"  pennefs  of  Heart,  what  few  but 
*'  your  felf  would  cafily  believe, 
**  which  is,  that  I  am  truly  con- 
''  cern'd  for  the  Perfon  of  the  Car- 
"  nal  de  Noailles.  I  reprefent  to 
"  my  felf  all  his  Pains.  I  feel  them 
"  for  him.  I  never  think  of  paft 
"  times,  but  to  call  to  mind  the 
[[  Favours  with  which  he  ho- 
noured 


it 
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npur*d  me- for  fo .many  Years.  All 
"  the  reft  is,  God  be  prais'd,  blot- 
*^  ted  out  of  my  Heart,  which  is 
^'  ftill  the  fame  towards  him.  I 
"  look  to  nothing  but  the  Hand 
"  of  God ,  who  thought  fit  to 
"  humble  me  through  Mercy; 
"  God  himfelf  i&  Wimefs  of  the 
**  Sentiments  of  Rcfped  and  Zeal 
**  he  gives  me  for  the  Cardinal. 

"  The  Piety  I  have  obfetv'd  in 
^^  the  Cardinal  ^e  Noailles  mjikes 
^^  me  hope  that  he  will  oveccqmc 
^  himfelf  to  reftore  Peace  to  the 
^^  Church,  and  to  filence  all  the 
^^  Enemies  of  Religion.  The  moft 
**  violent  and  untraftable  Spirits 
*^  would  be  immediately  brought 
"  to  Temper  by  his  Example,  It 
*<  would  gain  him  a  fingular  Glory 
*^  for  all  Ag^s  to  come.    I  pray 

*'for 
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"  for  him  every  Day  at  the  AI- 
"  tar  with  the  fame  Zeal  I  had 
"  twenty  Years  ago. 

In  the  Year  17 10  I  had  the 
Honour  to  fee  Monfieur  de  Cam- 
bray  for  the  firft  time.  I  think  my 
felf  oblig'd  to  relate  the  Conver- 
fations  I  had  with  him  upon  Re- 
ligion 5  becaufe  they  will  (hew 
his  Way  of  thinking  ,  and  will 
make  appear  at  the  fame  time, 
that  the  Piety  he  taught,  far  from 
leading  to  a  refin'd  Deifm,  and 
to  an  Indcpendancc  on  all  vifi- 
blc  Authority  ,  as  his  Adyerfa- 
ries  have  infinuatcd,  furnifhcs,  pn 
the  contrary,  the  moft  folid  Proofs 
of  Chriftianity  and  of  the  Catho- 
iick  Religion. 

X  Born 
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Bom  in  a  free  Country  where 

the  Mind  of  Man  difcovers  it  felt 

faints  Fot.s..thoutReftr.nt 

I  ran  through  the  g-^f  .J  "  °; 
the  Religions  there  profcfs  dm  the 

tr^hofTruth.    TheFananaOn 
nr  the  Contradiaion  which  pre- 
"uf  in  all  the  different   Syfteins 
of  the  Froteftants  gave  me  an  A - 
°erf.ontoaUSeasofChriftians 
As  my  Heart  was  not  corrupt. 

edbythegreatPaffions.  rnyUn^ 
derftlnding   could   not  relift  the 

Abfurdities  of  Atheilm     To  be^ 
irevcthat  nothing  was  the  Source 

o     whatever  is,    a  Thing  ^nue 

°o  be  eternal,  or   an  infinite  Be- 

ng  to    be  only  a   Colleaion  of 

finite  Beings,  feenVd  to  me  Extra- 

vlgancics  more  infupportable  than 


the  wildeft  Do£trines  of  any  Scft 
of  Believers. 

I  then   fought  to   take  Refuge 
in   fober  Deifm,  which   confines 
it  felf  to  a  Reverence  for  the  Dei- 
ty,  and  to  the  immutable  Ideas 
of  pure  Virtue,   without  any  Con- 
cern about  Myfteries,   Priefts,    or 
outward    Worfliip.     I   could    not 
however  (hake  off  my  Refped  for 
the   Chriftian  Religion,  the  Mo- 
rality of  which  is  fo  fublime.     My 
Mind    was     often     overwhelnVd 
with  a  thoufand  Doubts.     To  so 
headlong  entirely  into  Deifm  was  I 
thought  a  bold  Step.     To  take  up 
with   any  Scft    of    Chriftians  ap- 
peared   to  me  a  childifli    Wcak- 
nefs.     I  wandred  up  and  down  in 
the  unfettled  Principles  of  an  extra- 
vagant Toleration,   without  being 
3  able 
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able  to  find  a  fix'd  Point.  It  was 
in  thcfe  Difpofitions  that  I  came 
to  Cambray, 

The  Archbifhop  received  me 
with  that  fatherly  and  infinuating 
Gpodnefs  which  immediately  gains 
the  Heart.  I  enter'd  with  him  for 
the  Space  of  fix  Months  into  a 
very  extenfive  Examination  of  Re- 
ligion. I  fhall  not  be  able  to  repeat 
here  all  that  he  faid  to  me  upon 
that  Subjeft.  I  ihall  only  relate 
the  Subftance  of  ir.  I  unfolded 
my  Principles  to  him  pretty  near 
in  the  following  Manner. 

God  requires  no  other  Worfhip 
but  the  Love  of  his  infinite  Perfec- 
tion. From  hence  flow  all  the 
Virtues,  human  and  divine,  mo- 
ral and  political.  AH  the  Philofo- 
phcrs,  all  the  wile  Men,  all  Na- 
tions 


^ 


tions  have  had  fomc  Idea  of  this 
natural  Religion  s   but  they  have 
blended  it  with  Doftrines  more  or 
lefs  true,  and  have  exprefs'd  it  by  a 
Worfliip  more  or  lefs  proper.     All 
Sorts  of  Religions  are  agreeable  to 
the  Sovereign  Being,    while  Men 
make  ufe  of  the  Ceremonies,  Opi- 
nions, and  even  Errors  of  their  Seft 
to  carry  them  to  the  Adoration  of 
the  Deity.     There  muft  indeed  be 
an  outward  Worfhip  j  but  the  diffe- 
rent Forms  of  this  Worfliip,  like 
the  different  Forms  of  Civil  Go- 
vernment, are  more  or  lefs  good 
according   to    the  ufe    which  is 
made  of  them.    I  can  never  allow 
that  true  Religion  (hould  be  con- 
fined to  any  particular  Society.     I 
admire  the  Morality  of  the  Gof. 
pel,  but  as  for  all  fpcculativc  Opi- 
I  nionsj 
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nions,  they  are  things  indifferent, 
and  of  which  the  Sovereign  Wif- 
dom  makes  little  Account.  To 
this  he  anfwer'd  : 

You  cannot  continue  in  your 
Philofophical  Independence,  and 
in  your  indeterminatc^Principle  of 
tolerating  all  Sefts,  without  look- 
ing upon  Chriftianity  as  an  Impof- 
ture  5  for  there  is  no  reafonable  Me- 
dium betwixt  Deifm  and  the  Ca- 
tholick  Religion. 

This  Notion  feem'd  to  me  a 
Paradox.  I  begg'd  him  to  explain 
it,  and  he  continued  in  the  follow- 
ing manner  : 

We  muft  either  confine  our 
felves  to  natural  Religion  founded 
upon  the  Idea  of  God,  and  rejeft 
all  fupcrnatural  and  revealed  Laws  5 
Qr  if  wc  admit  a  fupernatural  Re« 

veiation, 
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vclation  ,   we  muft   acknowledge 
lome  fupremc  Authority  continu- 
ally fpcaking  to  interpret  it.     The 
Chriftian  Church  without  fuch  a 
fix'd  and  vifibie  Authority  would 
be  like  a  Republick ,    to  which 
wife  Laws   had  been  given,   but 
without  Magiftrates   to  put  them 
in  Execution.     What  a  Source  of 
Confufion  !   Each  particular  Man 
with  the  Book  of   Laws  in   his 
Hand  would  come  to   difpute  a- 
bout  their  Meaning.    The  facred 
Oracles  would  ferve  only  to  feed 
our  vain  Curiofity,  to  increafe  our 
Pride  and  Prefumption,    and    to 
make  us  more  tenacious  of  our  own 
Opinions.     There  would  indeed 
be  but  one  original  Text,  but  as 
many  different  Manners  of  explain- 
ing it   as  there  were  Men.     Di- 
I  2  vifions 
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vifions  and  Sub-divifions  would 
multiply  without  End  and  without 
Remedy.  Can  we  think  that  our 
Sovereign  Lawgiver  has  not  pro- 
vided better  for  the  Peace  of  his 
Republick  and  for  the  Prefervation 
of  his  Law  \ 

Moreover,  if  there  be  no  infal- 
lible Authority  which  may  fay  to 
us  all.  This  is  the  true  Meaning 
of  the  Holy  Scripture  :  How  can 
we  expeft  that  illiterate  Peafants  or 
fimple  Mechanicks  fhould  engage 
in  a  Difcuffion,  wherein  the  Lear- 
ned themfelves  cannot  agree  ?  God 
would  have  been  wanting  to  the 
Neceffitics  of  almoft  all  Men,  if, 
when  he  gave  them  a  written 
Law,  he  had  not  at  the  fame  time 
provided  them  a  fure  Interpreter 
to  (pare  them  a  Refearch  of  which 

they 
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they  arc  incapable.  Every  fimplc 
and  fincere  Man  has  need  of  no- 
thing more  than  a  juft  Senfe  of 
his  Ignorance,  to  fee  the  Abfur- 
dity  of  the  Sefts  who  found  their 
Separation  from  the  Catholick 
Church  upon  the  Offer  to  make 
him  Judge  of  fuch  Matters  as  are 
beyond  the  natural  Capacity  of 
his  Underftanding.  Ought  one 
to  hearken  to  the  new  Refor- 
mers who  require  that  which  is 
impoflible  ,  or  to  the  ancient 
Church  which  provides  for  the 
Weaknefs  of  Men  ? 

In  fine,  we  muft  cither  fubmit 
to  this  Church,  or  rejedthe  Bible 
as  a  Fiftion.  Confult  the  facred 
Writings.  Examine  the  Extent  of 
the  Promifes  made  by  Jefus  Chrift 
to  the  Hierarchy,  the  Depofitary 
I   3  of 
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of  his  Law.  He  fays,  that  what- 
foever  it  Jhall  bind  on  Earthy  Jhall 
be  bound  in  Heaven  5  that-  he  will 
be  with  it  to  the  End  of  the 
World '^  that  the  Gates  of  Hell 
Jhall  not  prevail  againft  it  s  that 
he  who  hears  it,  hears  him  j  that 
he  who  dejpifes  ity  defpifes  him  j 
and  in  fine,  that  it  is  the  Tillar 
and  Ground  of  Truth.  You  can- 
not evade  the  Force  of  thefe  Ex- 
prefllons  by  any  Commentary  5 
you  have  no  Remedy  but  by  re- 
jefting  the  Authority  both  of  the 
Lawgiver  and  of  his  Law. 

What,  faid  I,  my  Lord,  with 
fome  Emotion,  would  you  have 
me  look  upon  any  Society  on 
Earth  as  infallible  \  I  have  run 
through  the  mod  Part  of  the  dif- 
ferent Seds,  and  fuffcr  me  to  tell 

you 


you  with  all  due  Refpeft,  the  Priefts 
of  all  Religions  are  oftentimes 
more  corrupt  or  more  ignorant 
than  the  reft  of  Men.  I  equally 
fufped  them  all. 

He  anfwered  me  with  great 
Meeknefs  and  Moderation.  If 
we  do  not  raife  our  Thoughts 
above  what  is  human  in  the 
moft  numerous  Aflemblies  of  the 
Church,  we  fhall  find  nothing  but 
Matter  to  fliock  and  offend  us, 
and  to  increafe  our  Incredulity; 
we  fhall  difcovcr  nothing  but  Paf- 
fions.  Prejudices,  human  Weak- 
nefies,  politick  Views,  Faftions 
and  Cabals.  But  we  ought  fo  much 
the  more  to  admire  the  Wifdom 
and  Almighty  Power  of  God,  in 
that  he  accomplifhes  his  Defigns 
by  fuch  Means  as  feem  naturally 
I  4.  to 
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to  tend  to  their  Deftruftion.  Tis 
here  that  the  Holy  Spirit  (hews 
himfelf  Mafter  of  the  Heart  of 
Man.  He  makes  even  thofe 
Things,  which  appear  faulty  in 
the  particular  Paftors,  a  Means 
to  the  Accomplifliment  of  his 
Promifes,  and  by  a  Providence 
continually  attentive  watches  the 
Moment  of  their  Decifion  and 
makes  it  always  conformable  to 
his  Will.  It  is  thus  that  God  a£ls  in 
all  and  by  all.  Both  the  Civil 
and  Ecclefiaftical  Powers  are  held 
in  a  total  Subjedion  to  his  Laws. 
Every  thing  accomplifhes  his  De- 
figns  either  freely  or  by  Necefli- 
ty.  It  is  not  the  Holinefs  of  our 
Superiors,  nor  their  perfonal  Ta- 
lents which  make  our  Obedience 
a  divine  Virtue,   but  the  inward 

Sub' 
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Subniiflion  of  the  Mind  to  the 
Order  of  God. 

I  dcfir'd  him  to  give  me  time 
to  weigh  the  Force  of  his  Argu- 
ments. I  rcvolv'd  them  in  my 
Mind,  I  examined  them  Night  and 
Day!  In  Coiiclufion:  after  a  long 
Refearch,  I  plainly  perceived,  that 
one  caiinot  admit  a  reveard  Law 
without  yielding  Submiilion  to  its 
living  Interpreter.  But  this  Truth 
made  quite  another  Impreflion 
upon  me  than  naturally  it  ought 
to  have  done.  My  Soul  was  fur- 
rounded  with  thick  Mifts.  I  felt 
all  the  Attacks  of  Incredulity. 

Whilft  I  was  in  this  extreme 
Agitation  of  Spirit,  I  had  a  violent 
Temptation  to  leave  him,  I  be- 
gan to  fufped  his  Integrity.  There 
was  but  one  Way  to  get  the  bet- 

I  5  t€£ 
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ter  of  my  Uneafinefs,  which  was 
to  make  him  the  Confident  of  it. 
What  Struggles  did  I  not  fuffer 
before  I  could  bring  my  felf  to 
fuch  a  Simplicity  !  It  was  howe- 
ver abfolutcly  neceflary.  I  re- 
quefted  therefore  to  have  a  private 
Audience,  w^hich  when  he  had 
granted,  I  faid  to  him  upon  my 
Knees,  "Forgive,  my  Lord,  the 
**  Excefs  of  my  Uneafinefs.  I  fuf- 
"  pefl:  your  Candour,  and  I  can  no 
**  longer  liften  to  you  with  Docility. 
*^  If  the  Church  is  infallible,  you 
^^  have  then  condemned  the  Doc- 
"  trine  of  Pure  Love  by  condemn^ 
^-*  ing  your  Book  of  Maxims.  If  you 
^'  have  not  condemn'd  that  Doc- 
*^  trine,  your  Submillion  was  feign- 
<^'  ed.  I  fee  my  felf  under  the  hard 
^  Neceility  of  believing  you  either 

''  an 
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"  an  Enemy  of  Charity  or  of 
"  Truth y  I  had  fcarce  pronounc'd 
thefe  Words  when  I  burft  into 
Tears.  He  raised  me  up,  embrac'd 
nie  with  Tcndernefs,  and  fpoke  to 
me  in  the  following  Manner. 

^^  The  Church  has  not  con- 
"  demnd  the  Doctrine  of  Pure 
"  Love  in  condemning  my  Book. 
^'  That  Doftrine  is  taught  in  all 
"  Catholick  Schools  i  but  the 
"  Terms  which  I  had  made  ufe 
"  of  to  explain  it  were  not  pro- 
"  per  in  a  Dogmatical  Work. 
"  My  Book  is  good  for  no- 
*^  thing.  I  fet  no  Value  upon 
"  it.  It  was  the  untimely  Pro- 
"  duftion  of  my  Brain,  and  by  no 
"  Means  the  Fruit  of  a  divine 
^*  Unftion  upon  my  Heart.  I 
1  6  "  will 
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"  will  not  have  you  read  it."  He 
then  told  me  all  that  I  have  be- 
fore related  in  fpeaking  of  that 
Book,  and  explained  the  Matter  to 
me  throughly. 

This  Converfation  removed  my 
Uneafinefs  with  regard  to  his  Per- 
fon.  Neverthelcfs  my  Doubts  a- 
bout  Religion  increased.  I  faw 
that  in  reafoning  philofophically 
one  muft  either  become  Deift  or 
Catholick.  But  fober  Deifm  ap. 
pear*d  to  me  a  more  reafonable 
Extreme  than  Catholicity.  I  fell 
into  a  deep  Melancholy.  Some 
Weeks  pafs'd  before  I  was  able 
to  fpeak  to  him.  He  attempted 
feveral  Times  to  difcover  the 
Thoughts  of  my  Heart,  and  ap- 
ply'd  himfelf  to  it  after  fo  infinua- 
ting  a  mannetj  that  I  was  not  able 

to 
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to  refift  him.     I  faid  to  him    at 
laft  with  a  trembling  Voice, 

Your  late  Converfation  has  made 
aftrangelmpreflioii  upon  me.  All 
my  reading  and  Refearches  are  no 
longer  of  any  ufe/ 1  fee  plainly  that 
there  is  no  Medium  between  Deifm 
and  Catholicity,  but  rather  than  be- 
lieve all  that  the  Catholicks  com- 
monly believe,  I  chufe  to  throw 
my  felf  into  the  other  Extreme* 
I  intrench  my  felf  in  that  pure 
Deifm  which  is  equally  removed 
from  an  infipid  Credulity,  and  an 
extravagant  Incredulity.  My  Faith 
difingag'd  from  the  Multiplicity  of 
uncertain,  fubtil  and  fliocking  O- 
pinions  confines  it  felf  to  the  eter- 
nal, univerfal  and  immutable  Re- 
ligion of  Love,  Every  Man  may 
perceive   and  feel  the  Truth  of 

this 
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this  Religion,  if  he  does  but  enter 
into  his  own  Bread. 

How  few  are  there,  reply'd  he, 
who  are  capable  of  entring  fo  in- 
to themfelves  to  confult  the  Dic- 
tates of  pure  Reafon?  Suppofing 
that  there  are  here  and  there  fome 
Men  who  might  be  able  to  walk 
in  fuch  a  purely  intelledual  Way, 
yet  the  Generality  of  Mankind  are 
incapable  of  it,  and  have  need  of 
an  exterior  Help.  The  Mind  is 
no  lefs  blinded  by  its  refin'd  and 
hidden  Paffions  than  by  thofc  of 
a  grofler  Nature.  Firft  Truths 
are  very  often  overlooked  by  the 
nioft  philofophical  Genius's.  There 
are  no  fix'd  Principles  to  be  found 
that  can  flop  them  in  that  Tor- 
rent of  Uncertainties  which  hur- 
ries them  along.  As  in  civil  So- 
cieties 
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cieties  it  was  neccflary  to  put  Rea- 
fan  into  JVriting  :  to  reduce  its 
Precepts  into  a  Body  of  Laws  j  to 
eftablifli  Magiftrates  for  their  Exe- 
cution, becaufc  all  Men  are  not 
in  a  Condition  to  confult  and  fol- 
low of  themfclves  the  Law  of 
Nature :  So  likewife  in  Religion, 
Men  not  being  difpos'd  to  hear  with 
Attention,  or  to  follow  through 
Love  the  internal  Voice  of  the 
Sovereign  Wifdonn,  nothing  was 
more  worthy  of  God  than  to 
fpcak  himfelf  to  his  Creature  in  a 
fenfible  Manner,  in  order  to  con- 
vince the  Incredulous,  fix  the  Vi- 
fionaries,  inftrud  the  Ignorant,  and 
reunite  all  in  the  Belief  of  the  fame 
Truths,  the  Praftice  of  the  fame 
Worfliip,  and  in  a  Submiffion  to 
the  fame  Church.    Why  do  you 

quarrel 
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quarrel  with  a  Help  fo  neceffary 
for  human  Weaknefs,  and  with- 
out which  the  mod  learned  and 
polite  Nations  have  fallen  into  the 
groffeft  Errors  with  regard  to  the 
Deity  and  the  Duties  of  Mora- 
lity ? 

The  Philofophy  of  Love,  faid 
I,  interrupting  him  haftily,  is  com- 
mon to  all  Minds,  to  all  Nations, 
to  all  Religions.  We  find  the 
Traces  of  it  even  in  the  Bofoni 
of  Paganifm.  Simple  and  artlefs 
Souls  have  perhaps  better  prac- 
tised it  than  the  Philofophers  have 
talktof  It.  Every  Sed  has  mix'd 
with  it  fome  abfurd  Opinions.  I 
find  fuch  in  the  Bible  as  well  as 
clfewhere.  But  excufc  me,  my 
Lord,  from  talking  upon  this  Head. 
I  fear  to  fpeak  evil  of  things  I 
know  not  He 
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He  continued  fome  time  in  Si- 
lence, and  then  anfwer'd  me. 

He  who  has  not  gone  through 
all  thofe  Struggles  which  you  feel 
in  the  Way  to  Truth  is  unacquaint- 
ed with  its  Value.  Unbofom  your 
felf  to  mc.  Be  not  afraid  of 
fhocking  me.  I  fee  your  Wound  $ 
it  is  deep,  but  not  without  Re- 
medy, fincc  you  lay  it  open. 

I  proceeded  thus :  The  Law- 
giver of  the  Jews  appears  to  mc 
to  reprcfcnt  the  Sovereign  Being 
as  a  Tyrant,  who  makes  all  Man- 
kind miferable,  becaufe  their  firft 
Parents  ate  of  a  forbidden  Fruit, 
It  was  impoflible  that  before  their 
Exiftence  they  fhould  have  any 
Share  in  that  trivial  Fault,  and  yet 
neverthelcfs  God  puniflies  them  for 
it,  not  only  by  bodily  Sufferings 

and 
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and  Deaths  but  by  giving  them 
over  to  all  their  Paffions,  and  in 
the  End  to  eternal  Torments.  Ac- 
cording to  the  common  Belief, 
God  forgets  all  other  Nations  of 
the  Earth  to  mind  only  a  ftupid, 
rebellious,  unjuft  and  cruel  People, 
whofe  Do£lrines  and  Manners  feem 
unworthy  of  the  Deity. 

A  fecond  Lawgiver  comes.  His 
Morality  is  more  fublime,  and  his 
Manners  more  pure.  I  do  not  fay 
with  certain  bold  Wits,  that  he 
was  an  Impoftor.  I  believe  him 
to  have  been  an  excellent  Philo- 
fopher,  who  had  no  other  View 
but  to  make  Men  good  and  hap- 
py, by  teaching  them  the  true 
Worfhip  of  the  Supreme  Being. 
But  the  pretended  Depofitaries 
of    this    Law    have    drowned    it 

in 
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in  a  Multitude  of  abfurd  Fables, 
obfcure  Doftrines,  and  frivolous 
Opinions,  which  make  the  Creator 
appear  lefs  amiable  to  his  Creature. 

He  heard  me  to  the  End  with 
a  wonderful  Tranquillity,  and  then 
faid, 

God  has  fo  tempered  the  Light 
and  the  Shade  in  his  holy  O- 
racles,  that"  this  Mixture  is  a 
Source  of  Life  to  thofe  who  feek 
the  Truth  in  order  to  love  it  5  and 
an  Abyfs  of  Darknefs  to  thofe 
who  withftand  it,  that  they  may  flat- 
ter their  PafTions.  The  greateft  part 
of  the  Objedlions,  you  have  been 
making,  are  falfe  and  malicious 
Turns,  which  are  given  by  incre- 
dulous Men  to  Religion.  Hear 
me,  I  befeech  you,  with  Atten- 
tion for  one  Inftant,   and   1  will 

give 
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give  you  another  Plan  of  the 
Bible. 

God  will  have  all  his  Creatures 
to  love  him  as  He  deferveSy  be- 
fore they  be  admitted  to  fee  him 
as  He  is.  The  luminous  Vifion 
of  his  Effence  would  invincibly 
determine  us  to  love  him  5  but  he 
feeks  to  be  lov*d  with  a  free 
Love,  a  Love  of  pure  Choice.  Tis 
for  this  Reafon  that  all  free  Be- 
ings pafs  through  a  State  of  Trial 
before  they  arrive  at  the  fuprcmc 
Happinefs  of  their  Nature.  The 
Beginning  of  their  Exiftence  is  a 
Noviccfliip,  a  Time  for  the  Pro- 
bation of  their  Love. 

The  Angels  and  our  firfl:  Pa- 
rents having  abus'd  their  Liberty 
in  a  Paradife  of  Immortality  and 
Pieafures,  God  chang'd   our  State 

of 
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of  Trial  into  a  mortal  State,  where- 
in Good  and  Evil  are  mingled  to- 
gether; to  the  end  that  our  Ex- 
perience of  the  Vanity  and  No- 
thingncfs  of  the  Creatures  might 
carry  us  to  afpire  continually  after 
a  better  Life.  Since  that  Time 
we  all  come  into  the  World  with 
a  Propenfity  to  Evil.  Our  Souls 
are  condemn'd  to  earthly  Prifons, 
which  darken  our  Underftanding, 
and  weigh  down  our  Will.  But 
through  the  Grace  of  the  Redeemer, 
this  Concupifcence  is  not  an  invin- 
cible Violence  which  overpowers 
us ;  'tis  only  an  Occafion  of  fight- 
ing, and  thereby  a  Source  of  Me- 
rit. To  love  God  in  a  State  of 
Deprivation  and  Sufferings  is  more 
meritorious,  than  to  love  him,  as 
the  Angels  do,  in  a  State  of  En- 
joyment 
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joyment  and  Pleafures.  Here  is 
that  Myftery  of  the  Crofs  which 
gives  fo  much  Offence  to  the  I- 
magination  and  Self  love  of  pro- 
fane Men. 

We  are  all  then   born  difeas'd  ; 
but  the  Remedy  is  ever  at  Hand 
to  cure  us.     The  Light  which  en- 
lightens every  Man  that  comes  in- 
to the  World   is  never  wanting. 
That  Sovereign   Wifdom  has  fpo- 
ken  at  different  Times  and  in  dif- 
ferent Places  after  different  Man- 
ners; tofomeby  afupernaturalLaw, 
and  the  Miracles  of  the  Prophets  i 
to  others  by  the  Law  of  Nature, 
and  the  wonderful  Works  of  the 
Creation.     ''  Every  Man  fhall  be 
"  judg'd    by  the  Law  which  he 
"  has    known ,    and  not  by  that 
"  which  he  has  not  known.     No 

"  one 
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"  one  fliall  be  condemn'd  but  for 
"-'  ncglefting  to  profit  by  what  he 
^'  knew,  that  he  might  merit  to 
"  know  more  ^ 

God  came  himfelf  at  lad,  cloath- 
ed  in  the  Likencfs  of  our  Flcfh, 
to  expiate*  Sin,  and  to  give  us  a 
Pattern  of  that  Worfhip  which  is 
due  to  him.  He  cannot  pardon 
the  Criminal,  without  (hewing  his 
Deteftation  of  the  Crime.  This  is 
what  he  owes  to  his  Jufticc,  and  this 
is  what  Jefus  Chrift  alone  could  do. 
He  has  fhewn  to  Men,  to  Angels 
and  to  all  the  heavenly  Spirits 
the  infinite  Averfion  of  the  Deity 
for  the  Violation  of  Order,  fince 
it  coft  fuch  Fains  and  Agonies  to 
the  Man- God. 


St.  Augujiiih 
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Moreover,  this  Sacrifice  of  Je- 
fus  ChrifV,  ofFer'd  up  in  Homage 
to  the  Divine  Holinefs,  his  pro- 
found Annihilation  before  the  Su- 
preme Being,  and  his  infinite  Love 
of  Order  (hall  be  the  everlafting 
Model  of  the  Love,  Adoration 
and  Homage  of  all  intelligent  Na- 
tures. 

They  fhall  thence  learn  what 
is  due  to  the  Infinite  Being,  when 
they  behold  the  Worfhip  he  pays 
to  himfelf  by  his  holy  Huma- 
nity. 

The  Religion  of  this  eternal 
High  Prieft  conftfts  only  in  Cha- 
fit  J,  The  Sacrament  Sy  the  Cere- 
moniesy  the  Triefthood  are  but  fa- 
lutary  Aids  to  fuccour  our  Weak- 
nefs,  outward  and  fenfible  Signs 
to  increafe  in  our  felves  and  o- 
2  thers 
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thcrs  the  Knowledge  and  Love  of 
our  common  Father ;  or  in  fine,  ne- 
ccflary  Means  to  keep  us  within 
the  Bounds  of  Order,  Union  and 
Obedience. 

Very  foon  thefe  Means  (hall 
cenfcj  the  Shadows  fhalldifappear  5 
the  true  Temple  ftiail  be  opened  5 
our  Bodies  fhall  be  raised  again  glo- 
rious, and  God  fhall  communi- 
cate eternally  with  his  Creatures, 
not  only  as  God,  but  under  a  hu- 
man Form  too,  that  he  may  fhcw 
us  at  once  both  the  Myfteries  of 
his  Effence  and  the  Wonders  of 
his  Creation. 

You  fee  here  the  general  Plan 
of  Providence.  This  is,  fo  to 
fpeak,  the  Philofophy  of  the  Bible. 
Can  any  Thing  be  more  worthy 
of  God,  or  give  greater  Confola- 
K  tion. 
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tion  to  Man  than  thefe  high  and 
noble  Ideas  ?  Ought  we  not  to 
widi  them  true,  though  we  were 
not  able  to  demonftrate  the  Truth 
of  them  ? 

May  we  not  fuppofe,  faid  I  then 
to  him,  that  Mofes  zndjefus  Chriji 
have  form'd  this  fine  Syftem  merely 
as  Philofophers,  and  without  any 
divine  Million  r  May  they  not  have 
feigny  an  Intercourfe  with  the 
Deity,  not  to  deceive  Men,  but 
to  gain  Credit  to  their  Law,  and 
to  make  us  good  and  happy  by 
inftructing  us  in  true  Morality  > 

To  this  he  anfwer'd  me  :  Mo- 
fes and  Jefits  Chriji  have  prov'd 
their  Million  by  fupernatural 
Works,  which  bear  the  Charac- 
ters of  an  infinite  Wifdom  and 
Power. 

I  (hall 
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I  fliall  fay  nothing  of  the  Mi- 
racles of  McfeSy   nor  of  the  un- 
corrupted  Tranfmiflion  to  our  time 
of  thofc  Books  which  contain  the 
Hiftory  of   them.     You  will  fee 
that  Matter  excellently  well  treat- 
ed in  Aloufu'ur  de  Meaux's   Dif- 
coLirfe  upon  univcrfal  Hiftory.    He 
has  (hewn  the  continu'd  Chain  of 
Tradition  from  the   Beginning  of 
the  World,    and    has  ftrengthncd 
it  by    Reflexions,    w-hich  equally 
difcovcr  the  Greatnefs  of  his  Ca- 
pacity and  of  his  Knowledge. 

I  fhall  fay  nothing  of  the  Events 
foretold  in  thofc  antient  Books, 
which  requir'd  not  only  a  divine 
Wifdom  to  forefce  them,  but  an  in- 
finite Power  to  accomplifn  them. 
Such  was  the  Convcrfion  of  the 
Gentiles  to  ChriQianity ,  an  E- 
K  2  venr, 
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vtnt,    which'  depending    on    the 
free   Co-operation   of  Man,    de- 
nionftrates  plainly  that  the   God 
who  reveal'd  it  had  an  incommu- 
nicable Power  over  his  Heart.  But 
without  entring  into  the  Particu- 
lars of  thofe  Fa£ls,   which  fo  evi- 
■  dently  prove  that  the  Je^jijijh  Law 
was  given  from  above,  I  come  di- 
redly  to  Chriftianity.      In  demon- 
ftrating  th€  Truth  of  the  latter  we 
eftablifli  the  Authority  of  the  for- 
mer, fince  the  Chriftian  Lawgiver 
has  fuppos'd  it  divine. 

The  Miracles  of  Jefus  Chrift 
were  not  done  in  a  Corner,  in 
impenetrableHiding-places,  or  deep 
Caverns,  but  before  the  Face  of  a 
whole  People,  w^ho  were  Ene- 
mies, and  incredulous.  They  were 
afterwards  publilh'd  and  renewed 

by 
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by  the  Apoftlcs  in  many  different 
Nations,  who  were  powerfully  in- 
tcrcfted  to  make  the  Cheat  appear  in 
cafe  they  had  been  counterfeit.  Our 
Lord  feeds  a  Multitude  of  People 
with  four  Loaves.  He  recovers  the 
Incurable  with  a  fingle  Word.  He 
calls  up  the  Dead  from  the  Grave. 
He  raifes  himfelf  froniDeath.  Every 
Thing  is  notorious  and  publick,  and 
in  which  the  leaft  Impofture  might 
have  been  eafily  difcover'd.  Here 
was  nothing  of  delufive  Arts  to  be- 
witch the  Eyes,  no  Legerdemain, 
nor  fubtle  Operations  of  Phyfical 
Science  5  the  Fails  were  all  pal- 
pable and  vifible,  contrary  to  the 
common  Laws  of  Nature.  The 
Simple  and  the  Learned  were  e- 
qually  Judges  of  them,  and  need- 
K  3  ed 
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ed  only  to  open  their  Eyes  to  be 
convinc'd  of  their  Reality. 

Moreover,  all  he  does  carries  the 
Marks  of  an  infinite  Goodnels  and 
Power  which  ads  without  Often- 
tation,  and  which  feems  to  do  its 
Wonders  as  it  were  unawares,  and 
out  of  meer  CompalTion  to  Men, 
cither  to  relieve  their  bodily  Mife- 
ries,  or  to  cure  their  Minds.  The 
great  End  of  his  Miracles  was  to 
eftablilh  the  true  Worfhip  of  the 
Deity.  Jefus  Chrift  himfeif  aflures 
us,  that  the  Defign  of  them  is  to 
lead  Man  in  to  his  own  Heart, 
there  to  feck  for  the  Evidences 
of  his  Doclrine,  the  End  and 
the  Completion  of  which  is  Cha- 
rity. 


In 
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In  fine,  the  principal  Eyc-wic- 
neffcs  of  thcfe  miraculous  Deeds 
cannot  be  rufpedcd.  'Tispoflible 
that  Men  through  Infatuation  and 
Prejudice  may  fufFer  all  Sorts  of 
Hardfhips  in  the  Defence  of  fpc- 
culative  Errors,  becaufe  they  may 
in  good  earneft  be  perfuaded  that 
thofc  Errors  are  Truths;  but  that 
Men  without  any  View  of  Pica- 
fure  or  Ambition,  of  temporal  or 
eternal  Recompence,  fliould  expofe 
themfelves  to  all  Kinds  of  Cala- 
mities in  this  Life,  and  in  the  End 
to  the  revenging  Juftice  of  a  God 
who  hates  Falfliood,  to  maintain 
that  they  have  heard  with  their 
Ears  and  feen  with  their  Eyes  fuch 
Things  as  never  were  :  This  difin- 
terefted  Love  of  Evil  is  abfolutely 
incompatible  with  human  Nature, 
K  4  and 
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and  can  never  be  fuppos'd,  efpcci- 
ally  in  Men  who  paft  their  Lives 
in  pradlifing  and  teaching  the  moft 
fublime  Morality  that  was  ever 
heard  of. 

Do  we  find  thefe  three  Marks  of 
Truth  in  the  pretended  Miracles  of 
the  Magicians  and  Impoflors,  oiAp- 
pollonius  and  Mahomet  ?  They  may 
out  of  Oftentation  have  prefented 
the  People  with  fome  publick  Shew, 
in  order  to  furprize,  amufe,  and  cap- 
tivate them  5  But  have  they  done 
any  Miracle  To  publickly  notorious, 
fecn  by  fuch  VVirneHes,  dcftin'd  to 
efrablifli  fo  pure  a  Morality  ? 

The  Religion  of  Alofes  confi- 
dcr'd  leparatciy,  and  without  Re- 
fped  to  Chriftianity,  might  pofli- 
bly  be  fufpeded  of  politick  Views. 
It  might  be  faid,  that  the  Magi- 
cians 
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dans  of  Egypt  having  imitated  a 
Part  of  the  Wonders  wrought  by 
him,  he  only  excell'd  them  in  the 
Magick  Art.     But  in  the  Religioa 
of  Jefus  Chrift  there  is  no  Pretext 
for  Incredulity,  ho  Shadow  of  hu- 
man Policy,  no  Footftep  of  world- 
ly Intcrcft.     The  Miracles  of  the 
Lawgiver  evince  his  Miilion  to  be 
divine,  and  the  Purity  of  his  Law 
proves  that  his  Miracles  were  not 
deluding  Enchantments.     When  a 
Legiflator  has  a  Mind  to  deceive 
Men  by  falfe  Miracles,  and  to  bring 
them  under  his   Government   by 
abufing  their  Credulity  5     does  he 
invent  a  Religion  which  mortifies 
the  wliole  Man,   makes  him  be- 
come an  Alien  and  a  Stranger  to 
himfelf,   overthrows  the    Idolatry 
of  Self  love ,  obliges  us   to  love 
K  5  God 
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God  more  than  our  felves,  and 
not  to  lave  our  felves  but  for  his 
Sake?  Jefus  Chrift  requires  this 
Love  of  us,  not  only  as  an  Homage 
due  to  the  Sovereign  Perfedion, 
but  as  a  neceflary  Means  to  our 
own  Happinefs. 

Jefus  Chrift  has  taught  us  to 
look  upon  this  Life,  this  infinitely 
Ihort  Moment  of  our  Banifhment 
here  below,  as  the  Infancy  of  our 
Being,  and  as  an  obfcure  Night 
in  which  all  the  Pieafures  we  meet 
with  are  but  tranfient  Dreams,  and 
all  the  Evils  we  feel  but  whol- 
fom  BitternefTes  to  make  us  loath 
this  World,  and  prefs  forward 
to  our  true  and  native  Country. 
Penetrated  with  the  Scnfe  of  our 
Nothingnefs,  our  Inability,  and 
Blind  nefs;^  he  would  have  us  con 

tinually 
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tinually  prefent,  and  expofe  our 
felves  before  the  Being  of  Beings, 
to  the  End  that  he  may  imprefs 
again  his  Image  upon  our  Souls, 
and  may  embellifli  us  with  his 
own  Beauty,  that  he  may  enligh- 
ten and  animate  us,  give  us  Well- 
being,  as  he  gives  us  Being,  Rea- 
fon  as  well  as  a  Life,  well  order'd 
Love,  and  true  Light,  and  may 
thereby  produce  in  us  all  the  Vir- 
tues whether  human  or  Divine,  till 
at  length  being  made  totally  con- 
formable to  him,  he  abforb  and 
confummate  us  in  his  divine  U- 
nity. 

This  is  that  Worfliip  in  Spirit 
and  in  Truth  of  which  the  Gofpel 
fpeaks  5  the  Worfhip  which  Man 
finds  fo  as;reeable  to  his  natural 
Ideas,  when  it  is  once  difcovered 
K  6  •         to 
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to  him  :  A  Worfliip  neverthelefs 
of  which  we  fcarce  fee  any  Traces 
in  the  moft  refinU  Taganifm.  It 
was  but  late  and  after  that  Chrif- 
tbnity  had  enlightened  the  World, 
that  the  Tagan,  Arabian,  and  "Per- 
Jtan  Philofophers  borrowed  this 
Language,  which  they  have  always 
fpoken  imperfedlly. 

All  is  uniform  in  Jefus  Chrift. 
His  Life  is  agreeable  to  his  Doc- 
trine. He  does  not  think  it  e- 
nough  to  give  Men  the  dry  Pre- 
cepts  of  a  fublime  Morality.  He 
puts  it  himfelf  in  Praftice,  and  fets 
us  the  Example  of  an  accomplifh- 
cd  Virtue  which  neither  has  nor 
pretends  to  any  Thing  upon  Earth. 
His  whole  Life  is  but  a  Tiffue  of 
Sufferings,  a  perpetual  Worfliip,  a 
profound  Annihiliation  before  the 

Supreme 
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Supreme  Being,  an  unbounded 
Submiilion  to  the  divine  Will, 
and  an  infinite  Love  of  Order.  He 
dies  at  length  as  one  abandoned  by 
God  and  by  Men,  to  (hew  us,  that 
perfed  Virtue,  fupported  by  the 
iblc  Love  of  Juftice,  can  continue 
faithful  in  the  midft  of  the  mod 
terrible  Sufferings,  without  the  leaft 
Tindure  of  fenfiblc  Delegation, 
whether  heavenly  or  earthly.  Where 
elfe  can  we  fee,  either  fuch  a  Law- 
giver or  fuch  a  Law?  We  fhall 
never  find  the  true  Worfliip  of 
Love  unfolded,  purify'd,  and  prac- 
tised in  its  Perfedion,  but  by  the 
Followers  of  Jefus  Chrift. 

The  Eftabliihment  of  fuch  a 
Religion  amongft  Men  is  the  grea- 
teft  of  all  Miracles.  In  Spite  of 
all  the  Power  of  Rome^  in  Spite 

of 
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of  all  the  Paffions,  Interefts,  and 
Prejudices  of  fo  many  Nations,  fo 
many  Phiiofophers,  fo  many  dif- 
ferent Religions,  twelve  poor  Fi- 
fliermen  without  Art,  without  E- 
loquence,  without  Power,  publifli 
and  fpread  their  Dodlrine  through- 
out the  World.  In  Spite  of  a  Per- 
fecution  for  three  Centuries,  which 
feem'd  ready  every  Moment  to  ex- 
tinguifh  it,  in  Spite  of  continued 
and  innumerable  Martyrdoms  of 
Perfons  of  all  Conditions,  Sexes 
and  Countries,  the  Truth  in  the 
End  triumphs  over  Error,  purfu- 
ant  to  the  Prediftions  both  of  the 
old  and  new  Law.     Let  any  one 

fliew  fome  other  Religion  which 

4— ■ 

has  the  fame  Marks  of  a  divine 
Protection.  A  powerful  Conqueror 
may  eftablifli  by  his  Arms-  the  Be- 

lief 
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lief  of  a  Religion  which  flatters 
the  Senfuality  of  Men  ,•  a  wife  Le- 
giflator  may  gain  himfelf  Atten- 
tion and  Refped  by  the  Ufeful- 
ncfs  of  his  Laws  5  a  Seft  in  Cre- 
dit, and  fupported  by  the  Civil 
Power,  may  abufe  the  Credulity  of 
the  People  5  all  this  is  poffible. 
But  what  could  vidorious,  learn- 
ed, and  incredulous  Nations  fee 
to  induce  them  fo  readily  to  fub- 
mit  to  Jefus  Chrift,  who  promis'd 
them  nothing  in  this  World  but 
Perfecutions  and  Sufferings  ,  who 
proposed  to  them  the  Belief  of  My- 
fteries  which  (hock  the  Under- 
ftanding  of  Man,  and  the  Practice 
of  a  Morality  which  facrifices  all 
our  darling  Paffions  ?  In  a  Word, 
a  Faith  and  a  Worfhip  which  drive 
our  Reafon  and  our  Self-love  to 
I  the 


11%    the  LIFE  of 

the  Extremity  of  Defpair?  "  Is 
*'  not  the  Converfion  of  the 
"  World  to  fuch  a  Religion,  witb- 
^^  out  Miracles,  a  greater  and  more 
"  incredible  one,  than  even  the 
"  greateft  of  thofe  which  fome 
"  refufe  to  believe  \ 

To  this  I  reply'd, 
I  am  deeply  affefted,  my  Lord, 
with  what  you  fay  :  Neverthe- 
lefs  I  find  my  felf  inclined  to  look 
upon  fuch  diftant  Fads^  as  what 
may  poffibly  have  been  exaggerated, 
alrer'd,  or  invented  by  Priefts  and 
Politicians,  who  make  ufe  of  Re- 
ligion to  keep  the  People  in  Sub* 
jeftion. 


f  St.  Augufi'm. 

I  There 


There  is  no  Room  to  doubt, 
anfwer'd  he,  of  the  Truthof  thefc 
Fads.  The  Books  which  contain 
the  Hiftory  of  them  were  receiv'd 
and  tranilated  by  great  Numbers  of 
People  of  different  Countries  as 
foon  as  they  appeared  ;  they  have 
been  read  in  publick  Affemblies  in 
almoft  all  Nations  from  Age  to 
Age  :  And  yet  no  Body  ever  tax'd 
them  w^ith  being  falfe  ;  neither 
jfewSy  nor  TaganSy  nor  Hereticks, 
who  were  powerfully  interefted  to 
oppofe  them,  and  to  make  the  Im- 
pofture  appear.  The  Jews  indeed 
alledg'd,  that  Jefus  Chrift  had  per- 
formed his  Miracles  by  the  Power 
of  Magick,  but  they  never  rejeded 
them  as  Forgeries.  The  Tagans 
could  no  more  difallow  thefe  Fads 
than  the  Je'ujs,    Ce/fus,  Torphyrj.^ 

Julian 
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Julian  the  Apo^^tQy  Tlotinus^wd. 
the  other  Philofophers  ,  who 
from  the  Beginning  attack'd  Chrif- 
tianity  with  all  imaginable  Subtil- 
ty,  acknowledged  the  Truth  of  our 
Lord's  Miracles ,  the  Sandity  of 
his  Life,  arid  the  Authenticknefs 
of  thofe  Books  which  give  us  the 
Hiftoryof  them.  Laftly,  the  nume- 
rous and  faeceiFive  Sedarics,  which 
in  every  Age  have  difturb'd  the 
Peace  of  the  Church,  unconteftably 
prove,  that  it  would  have  been  im- 
poflible  to  corrupt  the  facred  Ori- 
ginals without  a  Difcovery  of  the 
Impofture.  So  that  if  we  go  back 
from  Age  to  Age  to  Jefus  Chrift 
himfelf,  we  fliall  fee  Chriftians, 
Hereticks,  Jews,  Tagans,  Greeks^ 
Romans  and  Barbarians,  all  giv- 
ing Tcftimony  to  the  fame  Fafts 

and 
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and  to  the  fame  Books.  As  the 
Certainty  of  our  Ideas  depends 
upon  the  Univerfality  and  Immu- 
tability of  their  Evidence ;  fo  the 
Certainty  of  Fafts  depends  upon 
the  Univerfality  and  Immutability 
of  the  Tradition  by  which  they 
are  confirmed.  It  is  impoflible  to 
make  firft  one  whole  Nation,  and 
afterwards  many  different  Nations, 
believe,  that  they  have  feen  with 
their  Eyes,  and  heard  with  their 
Ears,  fuch  Things  as  never  were , 
that  the  Memory  of  thefe  invented 
Fads  (hould  be  perpetuated  open- 
ly, fucceffively  and  univerfally  in 
all  Ages  by  different  Nations,  of 
bppofite  Interefts,  Religion,  and 
Prejudices  ;  that  thefe  Nations 
fliould  confpire  with  their  Ene- 
mies to  fpread  abroad  a  Delufion 

which 


xi6     The  LIFE  of 

which  confounds  and  condemns 
them,  and  that  nevcrthelefs  neither 
at  the  Time  of  the  Forgery,  nor 
in  the  Ages  following  it  fliould  e- 
ver  be  difcover'di  this,  I  fay,  is 
not  only  incredible,  but  abfoluttly 
impoffible. 

I  am  charm'd,  faid  I  then  to 
him,  to  fee  this  united  Force  of 
the  Arguments  drawn  from  the 
Miracles  and  moral  Dodrine  of 
the  Legiflator,  from  the  inward 
Spirit  of  his  Law,  and  the  out- 
ward Wonders  wrought  for  the 
Confirmation  of  it.  The  low 
and  mercenary  Ideas  which  arc 
commonly  entertained  of  Religi- 
on, were,  I  thought,  unworthy 
of  a  divine  Million.  I  fufped- 
cd  the  Miracles  of  the  Law-giver 
while   I   was   unacquainted  with 

the 
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the  Beauty  of  his  Law.  But  why, 
my  Lord,  do  we  find  in  the  Bible 
fuch  a  fliocking  Contraft  of  lu- 
minous Truths  and  obfcure  Doc- 
trines? Ifhould  be  glad  to  fcparate 
the  fublime  Ideas,  of  which  you 
have  been  fpeaking,  from  thofe 
Things  which  the  Priefts  call  My- 
ileries. 

Wherefore,  anfwer'dhe,  would 
you  rejed  To  many  luminous 
Truths,  which  confole  the  Heart, 
bccaufe  they  are  mingled  with 
Shades,  which  humble  the  L^nder- 
ftanding  >  Ought  not  the  true  Reli- 
gion to  elevate  and  abafe  Man, 
to  (hew  him  at  once  both  the 
Grandeur  and  the  Weaknefs  of 
his  Nature  ?  you  have  as  yet  too 
narrow  a  Notion  of  Chriftianity, 
It  is  not  only  a  holy  Law  to  pu- 
rify 
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rify  the  Will,  it  is  alfo  a  myfteri- 
ous  Wifdom  to  fubdue  the  Under- 
ftanding.  'Tis  a  continual  Sacri- 
fice  of  the  whole  Man,  in  Homage 
to  the  fovercign  Rcafon.  The  Prac- 
tice of  ChriQian  Morality  is  a  re- 
nouncing of  Pleafurcs  for  the  Love 
of  the  fupreme  Beauty.  The  Belief 
of  the  Gofpel  Myftcries  is  a  refpeft- 
ful  Sacrifice  of  our  Ideas  to  the 
eternal  Truth.  Without*  this  dou- 
ble Offering  of  our  Thoughts 
and  Vafflons  the  Holocauft  is  iiii- 
pcrfeft,  our  Viclini  is  dcfcftive. 
It  is  by  this  Means  only  that  the 
whole  Man  is  as  it  were'  annihilat- 
ed before  the  Being  of  Beings.  Our 
Bufincfs  is  not  to  enquire  whe- 
ther it  be  neceffary  that  God  fliould 
thu^  reveal  Myfteries  to  us  for  the 
humbling    of    our   Minds.     Our 

Bufinefs 
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Bufincfs   is  to  know  whether  he 
has  reveal'd  any  or  not.    If  he  has 
vouchlafed  to  fpeak  to  his  Crea- 
ture ,    all   that  love   him  will  o- 
bey  his  Voice.    You  are  to  confi- 
dcr   the    Chriftian  Revelation   as 
a    Fad.     Since    you    no   longer 
doubt  of  the  Proofs  of  this  Fad^ 
you    are     no    longer    at     Liber- 
ty   to    chufe  what   you    will  be- 
lieve and  what  not.     When   the 
Mind   is    once  cur^d    of  its  Pre- 
fiimption,    all    thofe    Difficulties, 
whereof  you  have   brought  toge- 
ther  fome    Inftances,  vanifli  in  a 
Moment.     We  can  then  eafily  be- 
lieve that  there  is  a  Depth  in  the 
divine  Nature,  and  in  the  Conduft 
of  his  Providence,  which  is  not  to 
be  fathom'd  by  the  fhort  Line  of 
our  Reafon.    The  infinite  Being 

niuil 
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niuft  of  Ncceflity  be  incomprehen- 
fible  to  the  Creature.   On  the  one 
Hand    we    behold  a   Legiflator, 
whofe  Law  is  altogether   divine, 
and  who  proves  hisMiflion  by  mira- 
culous Works,    of  which  we  can- 
not doubt,   fince  the  Reafons  we 
have  to  believe  them  are  fo  ftrong 
and  cogent.     We  find  on  the  o- 
ther  Hand  diverfe  Myfteries  which 
fliock  our  Undcrftanding.     What 
fliall  we  do  between  thefe  two  per- 
plexing Extremes  of  a  clear  Revela- 
tion, and  an  incomprehenfible  Ob- 
fcurity  ?  We  have  no  way  left  but 
to  facrifice  our  Undcrftanding,  and 
this  Sacrifice   is  one  Part  of  the 
Worfhip    due    to    the   fovereiga 
Being. 

Has  not  God  an  infinite  Variety 
of  Knowledge    which  we  have 

not? 


not?  When  he  difcovers  any  of 
his  Secrets  to  us  by  a  fupernatural 
way,  our  Bufinefs  is  not  to  exa- 
mine the  Manner  of  thofc  Myfte- 
rics,  but  the  Certainty  of  their  Re- 
velation. They  fecm  to  us  incon- 
fiftent,  without  being  fo  in  Reali- 
ty ;  and  this  feeming  Inconfiftency 
arifes  from  tiie  Scantinefs  and  nar- 
row Limits  of  our  Underftanding, 
which  cannot  reach  to  fee  the  Con- 
nexion of  our  natural  Ideas  with 
thefe  fupernatural  Truths. 

Chriftianity  adds  nothing  to 
your  pure  Deifm  but  the  Sacrifice 
of  the  Underftanding,  and  the  Ca- 
tholick  Faith  does  but  compleat 
this  Sacrifice.  Pure  Love  and 
humble  Faith  are  the  whole  of 
the  Catholick  Religion.  We  have, 
properly  fpeaking,  but  two  Articles 
L  of 
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of  Religion,  the  Love  of  an  in- 
vifible  God,  and  Obedience  to  his 
living  Oracle  the  Church.  All 
the  other  particular  Truths  are  emi- 
nently contained  in  thefe  two  fim- 
ple  and  univerfal  ones,  which  are 
within  the  Reach  of  every  Capa- 
city. Can  any  Thing  be  more 
worthy  of  the  divine  Perfedion, 
or  more  neceflary  for  the  Weak- 
nefs  of  Men  > 

I  then  faid  :  I  have  no  longer 
any  DifEcuky  about  the  incom- 
prchenfible  Doftrines  of  Faith,  but 
about  certain  Opinions  which  have 
unawares  crept  in  among  the 
Priefts  and  the  People.  May  not 
the  Chriftian  Law  as  well  as  the 
Jewijh  have  been  obfcur'd  by  un- 
certain Traditions  >  I  am  perfuad- 
ed   that  the    Church    will  never 

>  teach 


/ 
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teach  any  Errors  which  are  dan- 
gerous or  damnable ;  but  may  file 
not  tolerate  certain  innocent  Er- 
rors, as  being  ufeful  and  neceflary 
in  the  prefent  VVeaknefs  of  human 
Nature?  Such,  for  Example,  is 
the  Notion  of  eternal  Punifhments. 
Nothing  would  be  more  dangerous 
than  to  free  the  Minds  of  Men 
from  this  falutary  Fear.  But  there 
is  nothing  in  the  natural  Ideas  we 
have  of  the  Deity ,  nor  even  in 
the  holy  Scripture  to  hinder  us 
from  believing,  that  fooner  or  la- 
ter all  Beings  will  return  to  Order. 
This  was  the  Solution  which  Ori- 
gen  hit  upon  to  juftify  all  the  Steps 
of  Providence.  This  furnifhes  an 
Anfwer  to  all  the  Objc£lions  which 
CelfuSj  Mr.  Baile^  and  all  other 
Unbelievers,  whether  ancient  or 
L  2  modern, 
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modern,  have  form'd  againft  the 
Chriftian  Syftem.  Leave  me  but 
this  fingle  Idea  5  I  give  you  up  all 
the  reft. 

No,  no,    faid  he,    I  will  leave 
you    no    Refuge    to    efcape    the 
Sacrifice     of     your     Undcrftand- 
ing.    Should  we  fuppofe,  that  the 
Church  might  tolerate  fome  inno- 
cent Miftakes,    yet  fince  flie  will 
never  teach  any  dangerous  Error, 
which    can    juftify    a    Rebellion, 
and  the  throwing  off  our  Depen- 
dance,  why  do  you  delay  to  fub- 
mit,   and  to  lofc   in   the  Inconi- 
prehenfibility   of    God    all  thofe 
vain   Speculations,    which    might 
limit  and  fet  Bounds  to  your  O- 
bedience  ?    This    Life    is   but    a 
dark  Night,  in  which  we  ere  not 
allow 'd  to  reafon  upon  the  Secrets 

of 
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of  the  divine  Nature,  or  the  im- 
penetrable Defigns  of   his  Provi* 
dcnce.     One  Moment  more,   and 
all  will  be  unveil'd.    God  will  jii- 
ftify  his  Condiifl.     We  fliall  fee 
that  his  Wifdom,  Juftice  and  Good- 
ncfs  are  always  concordant  and  in- 
feparable.   Tis  onr  Pride,  and  our 
Impatience  which  make  us  unwil- 
ling to   wait  for  this  unravelling. 
Inftead  of  ufing  that  Ray  of  Light 
which  is  left  us,  as  a  Guide  to  lead 
us  out  of  our  Darknefs,   we  lofe 
it  in  a  Labyrinth  of  Difputes,  Er- 
rors, chimerical  Syftems,  and  par- 
ticular Sefts,    which  not  only  di- 
fturb  the  prefent  Peace  of  human 
Society,    but  indifpofe  us  for  the 
true   Life  of  all   intelligent  Na- 
tures, who  have  no  Underftanding 
or   Will  of  their   own,    but  arc 
L  5  cnlightncd 
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cnlightncd  by  the  fame  unlverfal 
Reafon,  and  are  moved  and  ani- 
mated by  the  fame  fovereign  Love. 
Hitherto  you  have  fought  to  pof- 
fefs  Truth.  Truth  muft  now  cap- 
tivate and  poflefs  you,  and  ftrip 
you  of  all  the  falfe  Riches  of  your 
Underftanding.  Before  we  can 
be  perfcft  Chriftians,  we  muft  be 
difappropriated  of  every  Thing,  e- 
vcn  of  our  Ideas  themfelvcs.  No 
Religion  but  the  Catholick  teacher 
this  evangelical  Poverty.  Impofe 
then  Silence  upon  your  Imagina- 
tion, and  your  Reafon.  Say  con- 
tinually to  God  5  Inftruft  me  by 
the  Heart  and  not  by  the  Under- 
ftanding :  Make  me  believe  as  the 
Saints  have  believed  :  Make  me 
love  as  the  Saints  have  lov'd.  By 
this    Means  you   will   be    fecuFd 

from 
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from  all  Fanaticifm,  and  from  all 
Incredulity. 

It  was  thus  that  Monfieiir  de 
Cambray  made  me  fee,  that  a  fo- 
ber  thinking  Deift  muft  of  Neccf- 
fity  become  Chriftian,  and  that  a 
Chriftian  cannot  rcafon  philofo- 
phically  without  becoming  Catho- 
lick. 

He  difcours'd  with  the  fame 
Strength  of  Rcafon  upon  the 
Proofs  of  natural  Religion,  as  up- 
on thofe  of  rcvcal'd.  We  have 
two  Treatifes  upon  that  Head 
printed  fince  his  Death,  The  Be- 
ing of  Gody  and  his  Letters  upon 
Religion  y  fomc  of  which  were 
written  to  the  Duke  of  Orleans^ 
who  always  honoured  this  Prelate 
with  an  unvaried  Friendfhip. 

L  4  Men 
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Men  of  a  dry  and  abftrafted  Way 
of  thinking  are  not  fufficiently 
fenfible  of  the  Value  of  thefe  two 
Pieces.  Monjieur  de  Cambray  knew, 
that  the  Diftemper  of  the  greateft 
Part  of  thofe  who  doubt,  is  not  in 
their  Underftanding,  but  in  their 
Will.  He  accompanies  all  his 
Arguments  with  fuch  Reflexions 
as  are  proper  to  touch,  and  engage 
the  Heart.  He  tempers  the  Dry- 
nefs  of  metaphyfical  Rcafonings 
with  an  Undion,  that  foftens  and 
bends  the  Will,  at  the  fame  Time 
that  it  enlightens  the  Underftand- 


nig. 


All  the  Principles  of  the  mod 
fublime  Philofophy  are  to  be 
found  in  the  two  Treat! fes  above- 
mentioned.  This  I  fhall  make  ap- 
pear by  giving  the  Analyfis  of  his 

Proofs 


Monf.  de  Fenelqn.    249 

Proofs  of  the  Being  of  a  God^ 
the  Liberty  of  Man,  the  Neceffity 
of  a  divine  JVorfiip,  and  the  Im- 
mortality of  the  SouL 

I  (hall  make  ufc,  as  far  as  I  am 
able,  of  his  own  Words,  and  (hall 
only  perfect  what  he  has  written, 
by  what  I  have  had  from  his 
Mouth.  *Tis  no  improper  Digrcf-. 
fion  to  relate  his  Way  of  think- 
ing, while  I  am  writing  the  Hi- 
ftory  of  his  Life. 

There  muft  of  NecelTi-  ^^''  ^^'n  € 
ty  be  fomething  eternal, 
Nothing  could  not  produce  the 
Things  which  are.  That  Beirjg 
which  exijls  of  it  felf  is  for  no 
other  Reafon  eternal,  but  becaufe 
it  carries  within  it  felf  the  Necef- 
fity of  its  Exiftence.  All  finite  Be- 
L  5  ings 
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ings  may  either  be  or  not  be. 
Every  fuppofed  infinite,  which 
is  not  fnprcmcly  infinite,  or  in- 
finite in  all  Rcfpe(^s,  has  no- 
thing in  it  felf  to  make  it  cxift 
preferably  to  an  infinite  of  a  fu- 
perior  Degree  ;  fo  that  its  Exif- 
tcnce  is  not  neceflary.  The  fclf- 
exiftent  Being,  the  infinite  Being? 
the  abfolute  Infinite,  are  therefore 
fynonymous  Terms.  It  is  for  this 
Rcafon  that  God  defines  himfelf. 
He  that  is. 

Multiplicity  is  poor  in  its  feem- 
ing  Abundance.  The  abfolute 
Infinite  is  fupremely  One,  and  fu- 
premely  ^//.  He  is  all  Beingy 
and  not  all  Beings.  He  exifts, 
knows  himfelf,  and  loves  himfelf 
always  alike.  He  contains  all  that 
is  real  in  all  Beings  by  an  indivi- 

fible 
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fible  Simplicity,  and  not  a  Com- 
pofition  of  Parts.  He  knows  all 
that  is  knowable  in  knowing  him- 
felf.  He  loves  all  that  is  lovely 
in  loving  himfelf.  He  can  do 
all  that  is  poffible  by  the  fimple 
Aa  of  his  Will.  We  do  not  fee 
his  Effence,  but  we  have  here  a 
clear  Idea  of  his  effcntial  Proper- 
ties. It  is,  I  confefs,  but  an  in- 
finitely fmall  Perception  of  the  in- 
finitely great  Being,  but  it  is  a  very 
real  one,  and  luch  as  diftinguifhes 
him  from  all  other  Beings,  whether 
finite  or  infinite,  in  one  Refpedl 
only. 

Since   the   ahfohite    Infinite  is 

.the  only  Being  which  cxifls  of  it 

felf;    Since   finite  Beings    cannot 

be  fmall  Parts    taken  off  from  his 

indivifible  Subftanccj    it  ncccffari- 

L  6  ly 
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ly  follows,  that  he  has  a  real  Pow- 
er of  making  that  to  be  which 
was  not  before.  We  have  no  I- 
dea  of  this  creating  Power,  but 
fuch  a  Power  there  muft  be  in 
God,  or  the  Exiftenceof  finite  Be- 
ings would  be  impoflible. 

The  Adion  by  which  God  has 
created  all  Things  is  never  difcon- 
tinaed.  'Tis  plain,  that  he  every 
Moment  gives  Being,  becaufe  he 
can  every  Moment  take  it  away. 
Now  he  cannot  take  it  away  but 
by  ceafing  to  give  ir,  or  by  giving 
Nothing :  But  Nothing  cannot  be 
communicated.  The  Prefervation 
therefore  of  the  Creatures  is  a  per- 
petual Gift,  that  is  to  fay,  a  con- 
tinued Creation.  A  Being  which 
holds  its  Exiftence  in  Dependance, 
cannot  but  be  dependant  in  its 
+  Ope- 
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Operations.  The  Creatures  aft, 
as  they  exift.  Their  Activity  as 
well  as  their  Being  is  every  Mo- 
ment communicated  to  them. 
What  a  wide  Field  of  Truth  is 
here  opened  to  the  Mind  ? 

It  is  God  alone  who  creates  all^ 
and  he  is  the  fole  Agent  in  his 
Work.  It  is  he,  who  being  every 
where  prefent,  gives  Form  and 
Motion  to  the  Corporeal  World, 
Light  and  Love  to  the  Intellec- 
tual. It  is  he  who  makes  the  one 
intelligible,  and  the  other  intel- 
ligent.  ^  It  is  by  him  alone  that 

they 


'  N.  B.  This  Syftem  has  no  Affinity  with 
that,  which  holds,  that  God  is  not  only  the 
Caufe  of  all  our  Senfations,  but  likewife  their 
immediate  Obje<ft.  To  fpeak  in  the  odd  faa- 
taftick  Language  of  thole  Philofophers,  when 

we 
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they  correfpond  to  each  other, 
purfuant  to  certain  general  Laws, 
which  he  has  eftablifh'd  for  the 
Prefervation  of  Order  and  Union 
in  his  Works. 

Second  Catifes  arc  but  the  mere 
Occafions  of  his  Aftion,  which 
we  don't  perceive  becaufe  of  its 
Delicacy,  and  which  we  falQy  at- 


we  feel  Pain,  it  is  the  ideal  T'mgsr  which  is 
prick'd  by  an  intelligible  Fin,  both  of  which 
are  portions  of  the  intelligble  Extenfion,  or  of 
the  divine  Subftance,  as  reprefentative  of  Mat- 
ter. The  new  Spinofifts  have  hence  taken 
Occafionto  fay,  that  according  to  the  new  Ph:- 
lofophy,  there  is  but  one  Being,  who  rcun.tes 
in  his  Subftance  as  Attributes  both  intelligible 
and  intelligent  Extenfion.  And  thus  it  is  that 
certain  fubtll  Genius's,  fubtilis'd  even  to  Levity, 
have  carried  the  Philofaphy  of  Malebranche  to 
Impiety  contrary  to  the  Intention  of  the  Au- 
thor. 

-^  tribute 
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tribute  to  the  Creatures  and  to  our 
felves,  thereby  ufurping  the  Rights 
of  the  Divinity.  There  is  no  Sha- 
dow of  real  Power  in  finite  Be- 
ings, but  that  of  our  Liberty,  by 
which  we  are  enabled  to  confent, 
or  not  to  confent,  to  the  Divine 
Adion,  which  illuminates,  excites, 
and  moves  us. 

The  Impulfe  which  is  given  us 
by  God  towards  Good  in  gene- 
ral, is  the  Ground  and   j/  p  r- 

'  Jdio,  of  Li- 

Eflence  of  the  Will,  and  ^^rtj, 
the  Spring  of  all  our  Loves,  But 
this  Impulfe  never  carries  us  irrc- 
fiftibly  towards  any  particular 
Good.  We  can  always  flop  to 
examine  whether  the  Good  that 
prefents  it  felf  be  real  or  i- 
maginary,  whether  according  to 
Order,   or  contrary  to   it,    whe- 

ther 
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ther  good  in  it  felf,  or  only 
pleafing  to  us.  We  can  by  Con- 
fcquence  give  way  to  the  Aftion 
of  God  upon  us  cither  from  vir- 
tuous or  fenfual,  rational  or  plea- 
furable  Confiderations,  from  a  re- 
verential Regard  to  his  adorable 
Perfeftions,  or  from  the  Relifti  of 
our  agreeable  Senfations.  Here 
wc  fee  the  twofold  Spring,  by 
which  our  Liberty  is  explained. 

This  Power  of  confenting  to 
the  divine  Aftion  does  not  fup- 
pofe  an  infinite  Strength  in  the 
Creature.  It  produces  neither  the 
Objed,  nor  the  Aftion  of  the  Ob- 
jeft,  nor  the  Motion  towards  the 
Objeft.  Our  Adion  is  of  it  felf 
always  barren.  The  Aftion  of 
God  is  what  alone  produces  all 
our  luminous  and  beatifying  Per-- 

ceptions. 
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ceptions.  It  is  the  one  only 
Source  of  all  the  Truths^  and  of 
all  the  Tleafures  by  which  we  are 
moved.  This  Adivity  ( or  this 
Power  of  chufing ),  like  our  Be- 
ing, is  a  continued  Gift  of  God. 
We  have  a  Being  different  from 
his,  and  in  like  Manner  we  have 
an  Adivity  diftinft  from  his.  But 
as  our  Being  cannot  cxift  indepen- 
dently of  his,  fo  neither  can  our 
Aftion  produce  any  Thing  with- 
out his.  His  Adion  does  all  in 
all  according  to  certain  Laws 
which  he  has  eftablifh'd. 

The  univerfal  Rule  by  which 
God  communicates  himfelf  to  free 
Beings,  is  to  do  it  more  or  lefs, 
as  they  more  or  lefs  give  Way  to 
his  Adlion.  When  the  Creature 
fins,  it  is  not  neceffary  to  fuppofe 

it 
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it  endowed  with  a  Strength  equal 
to  the  Creator's,  whereby  it  may 
put  a  Stop  to  the  Action  of  God  5 
it  is  God  himfelf  who  ftops.  He 
ceafes  to  ad,  becaufe  the  Terms 
or  Condition  upon  which  he  a£t$ 
is  wanting, 

The  Sight  of  the  fovereign 
Good,  difplay'd  without  Covering 
or  Veil,  would  invincibly  deter- 
mine every  finite  Intcliigcnce,  to 
cleave  and  adhere  to  it.  But  this 
the  Creatures  might  do,  cither  to 
pay  Homage  to  its  infinite  Perfec* 
tion,  or  in  Order  only  to  the  En- 
joyment of  Happinefs.  To  fepa. 
rate  thefe  two  Sorts  of  Love  is  to 
commit  a  Sacrilege.  No  Me- 
thod was  more  worthy  of  the  di- 
vine Wifdom  for  the  confirming 
us  eternally  in   the  pure  Love  of 

Order, 
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Order,  than  to  raife  us  to  it  by  a 
State  of  Trial,  wherein  we  have  con- 
tinual Occafions  of  facrificing  our 
pleafurable  Senfations  to  the  pure 
Idea  of  his  infinite  Pcrfedion.  The 
only  Reafon  then  why  he  has 
made  us  free,  is  that  we  might  be 
capable  of  Ture  Love. 

This  is  the  Worfliip  ^^  ^^^A> 
which  God  cxaas  from  ^^^If^,  J 
his  Creature,  and  the  c- 
tcrnal  Condition  of  our  Union 
with  him.  Order  requires  that 
wc  would  love  his  infinite  Perfec- 
tion more  than  our  finite  Perfec- 
tion. Every  Creature  is  but  a 
bounded,  communicated  and  de- 
pendent Good  :  Whereas  the 
firft  Being  is  properly  the  only 
Good,  the  Source  of  all  other 
Good,  the  unbounded  and  inde- 
pendent 
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pendent  Good,  Our  Love  of  this 
Good  ought  likewife  to  be  a  pe- 
culiar Kind  of  Love,  the  Source 
of  all  our  Loves,  a  Love  without 
Bounds,  and  independent  of  ail 
other  Love.  On  the  contrary,  the 
Love  of  our  felves  ought  to  be  a 
Love  derived  from  this  primitive 
Love,  a  Rivulet  from  this  Source, 
a  bounded  Love,  a  Love  propor- 
tioned to  the  fmali  Portion  of 
Good  which  is  fallen  to  our  Lot, 
This  is  that  true  Worfliip  from 
which  God  cannot  difpenfe  any 
intelligent  Creature,  and  without 
which  he  cannot  unite  himfelf  to  it. 
God  is  Ally  and  we  arc  but  a  meet 
Nothing,  cloath'd  with  a  fmall  Par- 
ticle of  borrowed  Being.  That 
Self  which  we  love  fo  dearly  is, 
fo  to  fpeak,  but  a  little  Part  which 

feeks 
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fecks  to  be  the  j^lly  and  falfly 
challenges  divine  Honours.  The 
Idol  muft  be  thrown  down,  that 
it  may  be  reducd  to  its  own  little 
Place.  When  this  Foundation  is 
once  laid,  the  whole  Edifice  will 
rife  as  it  were  of  it  felf.  We  fliall 
find  the  whole  of  Religion  un- 
folded in  our  Heart. 

The  Exiftence  of  God,  the  Li- 
berty of  Man,  and  the  true  Na- 
ture of  religious  Worfliip  being 
once  eftablifti'd,  the  Immortality 
of  the  Soul  neceflarily  follows  from 
thefe  three  Principles. 

We   arc    capable    of    ^^'  ^'"'»'^- 
knowing  and  of  loving    ^J{  ^^  ' 
to  Infinity.     God  could 
have  no  other  End  in  creating  a 
Being  with  fo  vaft  a  Capacity  but 
to  make  himfclf  known  to  it  as 

the 
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the  fovereign  Truth,  and  to  make 
himfelf  lov'd  by  it  as  the  univerfal 
Goodnefs.     Man  does  not  in  this 
Life  accompli(h  this  Defiga  of  his 
Maker.    All  his  Employments  and 
Occupations   here  below  are  un- 
worthy  of  fo  noble  a    Capacity. 
Now  it  is  impoflible   that   God 
(hould  create  Beings  to  know  and 
to  love  him  to  Infinity,   without 
ever  fulfilling  the  Defign  of  their 
Creation,  unlefsthey  render  them- 
felves  incapable  of  it  by  their  own 
Fault. 

This  Inconfifteiicy  would  be  in- 
finitely unworthy  the  Wifdom  and 
Goodnefs  of  God  who  cannot  de- 
ftroy  a  Being  that  loves  him,  and 
which  he  has  created  for  no  o- 
ther  End  but  to  love  him.  Sup- 
pofing  then,   that  the  Soul  were 

material 
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material  and  mortal  by  its  Na- 
ture, it  might  become  immortal 
by  Love. 

It   was   thus  that  Monfieur  de 
Cambraj    brought   Atheifts  to  be 
Dcids,  Deifts  to  be  Chriftians,  and 
Chriftians  to  be  Catholicks,    by  a 
well  conneded  Chain  of  Ideas  and 
Reafonings  which  abounded  with 
Light,  and  with  noble  Sentiments. 
All  his  Arguments  centered  in  the 
Love  of  Order,  and  all  flow'd  from 
thence.    This  great  and  noble  Idea 
gave  Strength,  Beauty,    Elevation 
and  Unity  to  all  his  Principles.    I 
do  not  pretend  here  to    demon- 
ftrate   the  Truth  of  this  Syftemj 
but  I  intreat   the  Incredulous  to 
fhew  me  another,  all  the  Parts  of 
which  are  fo  clofely  knit  together, 
a  Syftem   fo  fruitful  in  luminous 

Con- 
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Confequcnccs,   and  fo  fatisfaftory 
to  the  Mind  and  Heart. 

I  have  faid  enough  of  Monfieur 
de  Cambray  as  a  Philofopher  and 
as  a  Bifhop ;  I  fliould  now  fay 
fomethhig  of  him  as  an  Acade- 
mift.  He  was  chofen  a  Member 
of  the  French  Academy  in  the 
Year  i693>  while  he  was  Pre- 
ceptor to  the  Dnke  of  Burgundy. 
The  Difcourfe  he  pronounc'd  upon 
that  Occafion  is  a  Model  in  that 
Kind.  His  Telemachus^  admir'd 
by  all  Nations,  and  tranflated  into 
almoft  all  the  Languages  of  £/^r^/>^, 
his  dialogues  upon  Eloquence^  his 
Letter  to  the  French  Academyj 
and  his  dialogues  of  the  T)ead^ 
difcover  equally  the  Beauty  of  his 
Genius  and  the  Noblenefs  of  his 
Sentiments. 

His 
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His  Notions  of  Eloquence  arc 
not  lefs  admirable  than  his  Dodlrine 
upon  Love.  The  fame  Unity  of 
Principles  is  to  be  feen  throughout 
both.  His  Aim  in  Eloquence, 
as  well  as  in  Reafoning,  is  to  lead 
Men  back  to  pure  Nature,  to  make 
them  feek  the  fublime  in  what  is 
jimpky  to  make  Pleafure  fubfervi- 
vient  to  Virtue,  and  things  agree- 
able to  that  which  is  honourable 
anci  praife-worthy. 

He  reduces  therefore  all  the 
Rules  of  true  Eloquence  to  paint- 
ing ,  proving ,  and  moving  the 
TaJJions,  The  only  Embellifii- 
ments  with  which  a  true  Orator 
adorns  his  Difcourfe  are  bri2;ht  T- 
deas,  and  noble  Sentiments,  which 
he  cloaths  with  clear  and  natural 
Expreffions.  He  thinks,  he  feels 
■  M  what 
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what  he  thinks,    and  his  Words 
■follow  of  themfdves. 

To  paint  well  in  fpeaking,  Mon- 
JieuT  de  Cambray  would  have  us  imi. 
tate  the  Raphaels  and  the  Car  ache  s^ 
who  followed  pure  Nature  in  every 
Thing,    without  feeking  to  make 
their  Imagination  admir'd,  by  fport- 
ing  with  the  Pencil.     He  would 
have  his  Orator  converfe   with  all 
the    Beings    that    furround    him, 
even    the    moft  inanimate.      He 
would   have  him   animate  them, 
make  them  think,  feel,  and  love. 
He  muft  fpeak  to  them,  and  they 
muft  anfwer  him,    but  never  fay 
any  Thing  but  what  fimple  Na- 
ture would   fay,    if  it    fpake  in 
them.     He  docs  not   rcjed  bold 
Figures,  lively  Images,  nor  lovely 
Defcriptions  $  but  he  would  have 

all 
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all  the  Beauties  of  a  Difcourfe  be 
like  the  Beauties  of  a  Building, 
where  the  neceifary  Parts  are  turn- 
ed into  Ornaments. 

In  order  to  prove,  he  would  have 
his  Orator  be  a  corred  and  accurate 
Genius ,  a  thorough  Philofopher, 
who  never  thinks  any  Thing  fine 
but  what  is  true,  who  knows  how 
to  place  the  great  Principles  in 
their  proper  Point  to  be  feen,  that 
from  this  Point,  as  from  the  Cen- 
ter, they  may  throw  a  Light  upon 
the  whole  Difcourfe.  He  would 
have  every  Truth  be  in  its  own 
Place,  all  preparing  the  Way  for, 
leading  and  fupporting  one  another 
fucceffively  ,  and  that  the  whole 
fliould  make  but  one  finifli'd 
Piece. 

Ma  In 
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In  order  to  move  the  Paflions 
Mvnjteur  de  Cambray  holds  it  ne- 
ceffary  to  join  noble  Sentiments 
with  dear  Ideas.  One  muft  be  ac- 
quainted with  the  Heart  of  Man, 
know  all  the  Springs  by  which  it  is 
mov'd,  and  be  deeply  afFefted  our 
felves  with  what  we  would  prefs 
upon  others,  to  the  End  that  the 
Heart  may  fpeak  to  the  Heart, 
while  the  Underftanding  fpeaks  to 
the  Underftanding.  The  true  O- 
rator,  according  to  Monfieur  de 
Cambray y  muft  be  fo  animated,  ra- 
vifli'd  and  tranfported  with  the 
Love  of  Truth  and  Virtue,  as  to 
forget  himfelf,  and  to  difappcar, 
that  he  may  prefent  nothing  elfe 
to  the  Mind  of  his  Hearer. 

By  this  Idea  of  true  Eloquence 
he  teaches  us  to  know  the  falfe. 

Inftead 


A/^^;/ ^d' Fenelon.    2(59 

Iiiftcad  of  lively  Defcriptions,  and 
natural  Images,  it  is  wholly  taken 
up  with  ftudicd  Ancithefes,  rounded 
Periods,  and  glittering  Ornaments. 
It  fecks  only  to  tickle  the  Ear 
with  harmonious  Sounds,  to  po- 
lifli,  adorn,  and  purify  its  Lan- 
euasic.  It  is  not  fenfible  that  a 
florid  Style,  how  foft  and  agree- 
able foever,  can  never  rife  above  a 
Mediocrity. 

Moreover,  the  falfe  Eloquence, 
according  to  him,  inftead  of  bright 
Truths,  feeks  nothing  but  witty 
Thoughts,  and  delicate  Conceits. 
He  defcribes  it  in  the  following 
Manner. 

It  never  goes  back  to  firft  Prin- 
ciples.    It  cannot  be  fatisfied  with 
plain    Reafon.     It    fprinkles    too 
much  Salt  upon  every  Thing.     It 
M  3  knows 
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knows  not  that  too  much  Delica- 
cy degenerates  into  Subtility,    that 
a  nice  Tafte  is  averfe  to  all  Ex- 
cefs,   even  of  Wit  it  felf  >  that  it 
argues  a  want   of  Wit  to  be  de- 
firous  of  fliewing  too  much,    and 
that  the  beft  Proof  of  Plentj^   is 
the  knowing  when  to   retrench. 
On  the  contrary,  the  true  fublime 
is  fo  fimple,  fo  natural  and  fami- 
liar, that  it  feems  the  mofl:  obvi- 
ous Thing  in  the  World,  and  every 
one  is  apt  ta  imagine,    that  he 
fliould  have  hit  upon   it  without 
any  Effort  of  Thought  5   neverthc- 
lefs  few    are  fo    happy,   becaufe 
none  but  thofe  of  fuperior  Ge- 
nius  can    fimplify  themfelves    e- 
nough  to  follow  pure  Nature  in  c- 
very  Thing. 

Lafily, 


Monf.  ^(f  F  E  N  E  L  O  N.     271 

Laftly,  the  falfe  Eloquence  fub- 
ftitutes  fpeculative  Notions,  in  the 
Place  of  noble  and  affefting  Sen- 
timents 5  dry  and  elaborate  Sen- 
tences, inftead  of  thofe  lively  and 
natural  Motions  of  a  Soul  fmittcti 
with  the  Love  of  Truth  and  Vir- 
tue. He  who  thinks  Self-love  the 
Source  of  all  Virtue,  will  never 
fay  any  Thing  that  is  great  01: 
noble.  He  will  always  be  fliut 
up  within  himfelf,  a  Sphere  too 
narrow  for  a  bold,  noble  and  fub- 
lime  Flight. 

Monfieur  de  Cambray  pradis'd 
his  own  Precepts.  He  paints,  he 
proves,  he  moves  the  Paffions. 
He  is  accused  of  ftepping  fome- 
times  too  haftily  from  the  firft  to 
the  laft.  Tis  true  that  he  does 
not  always  give  himfelf  the  Time 
M  4.  to 
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to  difle£l  and  anatomize  the  Truth, 
till  it  becomes  as  it  were  a  dry 
Skeleton  m  his  Hands.  He  af- 
ccnds  to  firft  Principles,  thence 
defcends  to  his  Confequcnces,  and 
difphys  at  one  Stroke  the  whole 
Chain  of  Reafoningj  then  converts 
all  to  moving  and  affefting  Senti- 
ments, and  ever  leads  the  Hearer 
into  his  own  Heart. 

Monfienr  de  Cambray  had  ftii- 
dy'd  the  Antienrs  of  all  Kinds, 
Poets,  Orators,  and  Philofophcrs. 
He  was  well  acquainted  with  their 
Faults,  and  with  their  Beauties. 
He  admir'd  the  noble  Sentiments, 
and  lively  Imaginations  of  the 
Greeks  and  Romans.  He  allow'd 
that  they  knew  not,  like  the  Mo- 
derns, that  Order  in  Reafoning, 
which  begins  by  fimple  Principles, 

goes 


A/^;7/C  rZ?  Fenelon.    273 

goes  on  by  Degrees  to  more  com- 
plex Ideas,    and  which  follows  the 
Truth  through  all  its  Relations  by 
a    geometrical   Chain  of  Confe- 
quences.     They  made  their  Way 
to  Truth  by  leaping  and  bound- 
ing, and    often  reached   the    Sub*- 
lime  without  knowing  the  inter- 
mediate   Truths    which    are   ths 
Steps  to  it.     Tis   thus   that  they 
have  fpoken  of  the  Lo\c  oiTrutb 
and  Virtue  for  their  own  Sakes, 
in  a  much   nobler  Manner  thaa 
our  Moderns. 

Monfieitr  de  Fenelon,  in  the  lat- 
ter Years  of  his  Life,  had  an  Op- 
portunity of  ihewing  in  an  emi- 
nent Manner  all  the  Virtues  of  a 
good  Common-wealth's  Man,  his 
Love  for  his  Country  and  for 
Stran.^ers, 

M  5  The- 
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The  Year  1 709.  was  a  Year  of  ex- 
traordinary Scarcity.  The  Army  in 
Flanders  was  unprovided  with  Ma- 
gazines. Monfietir  de  Cambray  gave 
all  the  Country  an  Example  of  vo- 
luntarily furnifning  Corn  for  the 
Subfiftencc  of  the  Troops. 

The  War  drawing  near  to  Cam- 
bray in  the  following  Years,  he 
became  the  Admiration  of  the  Ar- 
my by  his  Charity  for  the  Sick 
and  Wounded,  and  by  the  noble 
Hofpitality  of  his  Houfe,  which 
was  open  to  all  the  Officers. 

After  the  Battle  of  Malplaquet 
he  filled  not  only  his  Palace  with 
wounded  Officers,  but  his  Semi- 
nary too,  which  was  then  empty 
by  the  Abfence  of  the  young  Ec- 
clefiafticks.  He  made  every  thing 
be  provided  for  them,  that  wa3 

ncceflary 
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neceflary  for  their  Cure  and  their 
Nourifliment.  Nay,  his  Charity 
went  Co  far  as  to  hire  Houfes  for 
their  Reception  when  there  was  not 
fufficient  Room  in  his  own.  Moft 
People  would  have  thought  fuch 
an  Expence  exceffive,  at  a  Time 
when  his  Revenues  were  very 
much  leffen'd  by  the  Neighbour- 
hood of  the  Army  5  but  the  Ne- 
ceffities  of  the  Unfortunate  were 
the  only  Meafure  of  his  Libera-- 
lity. 

It  was  not  to  Perfons  of  Dif- 
tinftion  only  that  his  Houfe  was 
open  :  It  was  likewife  a  Place  of 
Refuge  for  the  pooreft  People, 
The  fudden  Motions  of  the  Ar- 
mies, and  the  Diforders  that  una- 
voidably attended  them,  oblig'd  : 
lometimes  whole  Villages  to  feek 
M  6  that 
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that  Safety  within  the  Town  which 
was  not  to  be  found  in  the  open 
Country.  The  Archiepifcopal  Pa- 
lace was  the  Place  of  Retreat  for 
as  many  of  the  Unfortunate  as 
could  be  lodg'd  in  it.  Neither 
the  painful  Sight  of  their  wretched 
Condition,  nor  their  infeftious  Di- 
ftempers  could  abate  the  Zeal  of 
this  Prelate.  He  walked  up  and 
down  amongft  them  like  a  good 
Father,  and  teftificd  by  his  Sighs 
how  much  his  Heart  was  mov'd 
with  Compaffion.  His  Prefence, 
and  his  Words  feem'd  to  alleviate 
their  Miferies. 

The  Veneration  in  which  he 
was  held  was  not  confined  to  the 
French  Army  alone.  He  was  no 
lefs  refpeded  by  the  Enemy.  The 
DiikQ  oi  MarWoroughy  Prince  ^^r- 

gene^ 
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gene^  and  the  Duke  of  Ormond 
prevented  him  with  all  Sorts  of 
Civilities.  They  fent  Detach- 
ments to  guard  his  Meadows  and 
his  Corn.  They  caused  his  Grain 
to  be  tranfported  and  convoy'd  to 
Cambray,  left  it  fnould  be  feiz'd 
and  carried  off  by  their  own  Fo- 
ragers. When  any  Party  of  the 
Enemy  had  learnt  that  he  was  to 
take  a  Journey  within  his  Diocefe, 
they  fent  him  word  that  he  had 
no  need  of  a  French  Convoy,  that 
they  would  efcort  him  themfelves. 
Even  the  Hiiffars  of  the  Imperial 
Troops  did  not  fail  to  do  him 
this  Service:  Such  a  commanding 
Power  has  true  Virtue  over  all 
Hearts.  He  was  no  where  ill 
treated  and  calumniated  but  in  his 
own  Country.  All  the  other  Na- 
5  tions 
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tions  of  Europe  held  him  in  equal 
Veneration.  He  on  the  other 
Hand  lov'd  and  made  much  of 
Strangers.  He  received  them  with  a 
fmgular  Cordiality  and  Diftindlion, 
of  whatever  Religion  they  hap- 
pened to  be.  He  took  a  Pleafure 
in  difcourfing  with  them  of  the 
Manners,  Laws,  Government,  and 
great  Men  of  their  Country.  He 
never  made  them  feel  any  Want 
they  might  have  of  that  Delicacy 
of  good  Breeding,  for  which  the 
French  are  fo  remarkable.  On  the 
contrary  he  us'd  often  to  fay,  Po- 
litenefs  is  common  to  all  Nations. 
The  Ways  of  exprejfmg  it  are  dif- 
fer ent^  but  indifferent  in  their  Na- 
ture. 

No  Man  ever  lov'd  his  Coun- 
try better  than  he  :    But  he  could 
^  not 
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not  bear  to  have  the.  Interefb  of  it 
purfued  by  violating  the  Laws  of 
Humanity,  nor  to  have  it  extol- 
led by  leflening  the  Merit  of  other 
Nations.  "  I  love  my  Family, 
faid  he,  "better  than  my  felf^ 
•'  I  love  my  Country  better  than 
"  my  Family  5  but  I  love  Man- 
*^  kind  better  than  my  Country. 

For  the  laft  Years  of  the  War 
he  kept  open  Table  for  all  Officers 
as  well  Foreigners  as  French^  who 
were  drawn  to  Cambray^  by  the 
Charms  of  his  Converfation.  The 
Duties  of  Hofpitality,  and  perform- 
ing the  Honours  of  his  Houfe,  be- 
came a  Work  of  Labour  to  him^ 
by  reafon  of  the  great  Number  of 
Perfons  who  came  to  fee  him,  and 
of  the   Multiplicity   of  his  other 

Em- 
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Employments.  However,  he  went 
through  all  with  perfed  Eafinefs, 
Politenefs  and  Tranquillity. 

After   the   Death  of  the   Dau- 
phin of  France,   ( the  King's  Son) 
All  the  French  Noblemen,   who 
pafs'd  through  Cambrajy  to  goto 
the  Army,  redoubled  their  Civili- 
ties to  the  Archbifhop.     Their  E- 
fteem    of  his    perfonal    Qualities 
was  increased  by  the  Defire  they 
had  to  pleafe  the  Duke  of  Bur- 
gundyj  with  whofe  Thoughts  and 
Difpofitions  in  relation  to  him  they 
were    well   acquainted.     Monjietir 
de  Fenelon   continued  flill  in  the 
fame   Simplicity  and  Freedom  of 
Mind.     His   Soul  was  raifed   too 
high,  above  all  the  Objecls  of  hu- 
man Ambition,  to  be  dazzled  with 
them.     He    made  no   other  ufc 

of 
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of  the  Efteem  Men  expreilcd  for 
him,  but  to  do  them  good.  His 
Piety  had  fomething  in  it  fo  love- 
ly and  fo  noble  at  the  fame  Time, 
that  it  drew  the  Refped  of  the  moft 
Incredulous,  and  even  feem*d  to 
fufpend  their  Doubts.  He  talk'd, 
he  fported,  he  amus'd  them  from 
a  Spirit  of  Charity,  feafoning  all 
his  Difcourfe  with  fliort  and  lively 
Refleclions,  that  infpir'd  the  Love 
of  Virtue.  Thus  he  put  himfelf 
into  all  Shapes  without  ever  lofing 
his  eflential  Form. 

Nothing  is  more  worthy  of  Ad- 
miration than"  the  Facility  with 
which  he  fufFer'd  himfelf  to  be  in- 
terrupted in  any  Bufinefs  he  was 
about,  that  he  might  communicate 
himfelf  to  all,  and  give  himfelf 
up  entirely   to   the  Difcharge   of 

thofe 
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thofe  Duties,  which  daily,  and 
even  hourly  occurred,  as  it  were, 
by  Surprize  and  unexpededly,  for 
the  Exercife  of  his  Patieace  and 
Meeknefs.  An  ordinary  Virtu-e 
is  difconcerted,  fretted,  and  dif- 
courag*d  when  it  cannot  purfue  its 
Rules  and  its  Methods.  Monjteur 
de  Cambrafs  Virtue  was  noble, 
free,  regular  in  all  its  Steps,  yet 
without  being  a  Slave  to  Times 
or  Places.  It  was  thus  that  one 
Day  being  diverted  from  a  Work 
he  had  a  Mind  to  finlfh,  to  pay  the 
neccflary  Civilities  to  one  of  his 
Friends,,  who  was  leaving  Cam- 
bray,  and  his  Friend  having  ex- 
cused the  Interruption,  the  Arch- 
bifliop  reply'd,  "  Be  in  no  Concern, 
"  you  do  me  more  good  by  in- 
[^  terrupting    me,    than  I  fliould 

"  have 
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"  have  gained  by  purfuing  what  I 
*'  was  about. 

Tho'  he  was  naturally  hafty  and 
cafily  niov'd,  yet  in  the  midft  of 
all  his  CrofTes  and  Misfortunes, 
efpedally  at  the  Time  of  his  Di- 
fpute  with  the  three  Bifiiops,  be- 
ing totally  refign'd  to  God,  and 
thoughtlefs  of  what  regarded  him- 
fclf,  he  continued  the  fame  Sere^^ 
nity,  Franknefs,  Equanimity,  and 
was  as  affable,  as  prefent  to  him- 
felf,  and  as  attentive  to  others,  as 
if  he  had  had  no  Caufe  of  Unea- 
Cnefs. 

Folitenefi,  which  is  oftentimes 
but  an  empty  Shew,  by  which  we 
feek  to  make  our  felvcs  the  Idols 
of  other  Men,  and  to  make  them 
ferviccaWe  to  our  Intercfts,  was  in 

him 
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him  the  EfFcd  of  a  Self-forgetful- 
nefs,  and  of  a  Defire  to  give  hini- 
felf  wholly  to  others,  that  he  might 
make  them  good.  It  was  a  Sa- 
crifice of  his  own  Will  to  prevent, 
pacify  and  moderate  their  Pafllons, 
a  kind  of  Worfliip  which  he  paid 
to  the  Images  of  God.  And  thus 
have  I  feen  him  transform  the  moft 
common  Offices  of  Humanity  into 
divine  Virtues. 

.He  had  the  Art  of  putting  hini- 
Tclf  upon  a  Level  with  the  Under- 
ftandings  of  all  thofe  he  conversed 
with,  fo  as  never  to  have  more 
Wit  than  they.  Nay  he  would, 
as  it  were,  give  Wit  to  others,  by 
feafonably  concealing  his  own  to 
make  theirs  appear,  and  to  pro- 
duce the  Talents  that  were  in 
them.     I   have  feen  him    in  the 

Space 
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Space  of  one  Day  afccnd  and  de- 
fcend  to  all  Ranks  of  Men,  con- 
vcrfe  with  the  Great,    and  fpcak 
their  Language,    ever  maintaining 
the  Epifcopal  Dignity  j  afterwards 
difcourfe  with  the  Simple  and  the 
Little,  like  a  good  Father  inftrud- 
ing  his   Children.     This    fudden 
Step    from  one    Extreme   to  the 
other,   was  without  AfFeclation  or 
Effort,  but  as  of  one  who  by  the 
Extenfivenefs  of  his  Genius  reaches 
to  all  the  mod   oppofite  Diftan- 
ces. 

This  Sublimity  of  Genius  was 
accompanied  with  a  Simplicity  of 
Heart  much  fuperior  to  all  his  Ta- 
lents. There  are  few  Men  who  can 
bear  a  near  Infpedion.  There  is 
a  certain  Point  of  View  from 
whence   they  muft  be  look'd  at. 

At 
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At  a  great   Diftance   their    good 
.Qualities  difappearj  at  a  near  View 
their  Imperfeftions  magnify.     'Tis 
Simplicity  alone  which   makes  a 
Man    appear  always    alike,    and 
which  transforms  even  his  Weak- 
neffes  into  Virtues.     The  Mixture 
of  perfect    and   imperfeft,    which 
we  behold  in  a  Soul  quite  naked, 
and  which  has  no  Turnings,   nor 
Windings,  nor  Referve,  is  a  Con- 
traft  which  heightens  its  Beauty, 
and  is  far  beyond  a  Light  without 
Shades.     Monjieur  de  Cambray  was 
Matter  of  this  Simplicity  in  an  c- 
minent  Degree.     In  defining  it  he 
gives    us   his   own  Pidture   with- 
out being  aware  of  it.   His  Words 
are  thefe. 

''  Sim- 
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"  Simplicity  is  the  Reditude  of 
"  a  Soul  which  fuppreflfes  all  ufe- 
"  lefs  Reflexions  upon  it  fclf  and 
"  its  Adlions.'  It  differs  from  Sin- 
*^  cerity,  but  is  more  excellent.  We 
*^  fee  many  Perfons,  who  arc  fm- 
"  cere  without  being  fimple.  They 
"  never  fay  any  Thing  but  what 
**  they  think  true.  They  defirc 
"  not  to  pafs  but  for  what  they 
'^  are.  But  they  are  continually 
^^  in  fear  of  being  taken  for  what 
"  they  are  not.  They  are  ever  at 
**  the  Glafs,  to  ftudy  and  adjuft 
"  themfelves,  to  range  their  Virtues 
"  in  due  Order  and  Symmetry,  to 
"  meafure  and  regulate  all  their 
"  Thoughts  and  Words,  left  they 
"  fliould  do  too  much  or  too  lit- 
"  tie.  They  are  never  eafy  with 
*'  others,    and  others  are   always 

^*  uneafy 
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"  uneafy  with  them.  There  is 
"  nothing  eafy,  frank,  or  natural 
"  about  them. 

"  A  Perfon  full  of  Imperfec- 
ta tions,  but  who  does  not  feek  to 
"  hide  them,  nor  to  dazzle  the  Eye 
**  with  falfe  Appearances,  who 
*'  has  no  Affedlation  of  Parts,  or 
"  Virtues,  or  graceful  Behaviour, 
"  who  feems  to  have  his  Thoughts 
*^  no  more  upon  himfelf  than  upon 
"  others,  who  feems  to  have  for- 
"  gotten  that  Self  of  which  we 
"  are  fo  jealous,  and  to  be  as  it 
"  were  a  Stranger,  with  Regard 
*'  to  himfcif;  fuch  a  Perfon  isin- 
^'  finitely  agreeable,  notwithftand- 
^'  ing  all  his  Faults.  On  the  con- 
"  trary,  a  Man  of  good  Parts,  ac- 
"  quir'd  Virtues  and  exterior  Ac- 
^-^  complifhments,  if  he  be  tooprc- 

"  cife, 
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"  cife,  if  he  fecm  always  thinking 
"  on  himfelf,  and  affefts  to  excel 
"  in  all  he  fays  or  does,  is  a  dif- 
"  guftful,  tirefom  Perfon,  whom 
"  no  Body  .can  bear.  God  and 
"  Man  in  this  Refped  have  the 
«  fame  Tafte. 

How  agreeable  and  charming 
foever  Monfietir  de  Cambrays  Cou- 
verfation  was  in  publick,  it  was  in- 
finitely more  fo  in  private  with  his 
Friends.  Divine  Love  was  in  him 
an  inexhauftible  Source  of  the 
pureft,  the  tendereft,  the  mod  ge- 
nerous Friendfliip.  I  cannot  bet-' 
ter  defcribe  the  Sentiments  of  his 
Heart,  than  by  a  Letter  he  wrote: 
to  his  Pupil  the  Duke  of  Bur- 
gundy, 

N  ^'  Divine 
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l[  I  Alvinc  Friendfliip,  fays  he 
XJ  to  this  Pnnqe,  *^  is  not 
*^  always  accompanied  with  a  fen- 
*'  fible  Fondnefs,  but  it  is  hcwy, 
^<  intimate,  faithful,  cgnftant,  and 
<^  effeftual.  It  has  too  its  Tender- 
«<  nefles,  and  its  Tr^nfports.  A 
"  Soul  devoted  to  God  would 
<'  be  na  longer  liable  to  the  Dri- 
"  nefs  and  Refervednefs  which  the 
"  falfe  Delicacies,  and  humour- 
<<  fom  Inequalities  of  Self-love  are 
**  fub;e6t  to.  Love  would  make 
"  us  bear  every  Thing,  fufFer  cve- 
<<  ry  Thing,  hope  every  Thing  for 
*'  our  Friend.  It  would  furmount 
«  all  Uneafincfies.  From  the 
«  Center  of  the  Heart  it  would 
"  fhed  it  felf  abroad  upon  the 
^^  Senfes.  It  would  melt  with 
"  Compaffion  for  the  Misfor- 
tunes 
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"  tunes  of  others,  not  confidering 
**  its  own  as  any  Thing.  It  would 
^*  confole,  it  would  wait,  it  would 
*<  fuit  it  felf  to  every  Circum- 
*'  ftancej  become  little  with  the 
"  little,  great  with  the  great  5  weep 
"  with  thofe  that  weep,  rejoyce 
^  with  thofe  that  rejoyce.  It 
^^  would  become  all  Things  to 
^'  all  Men,  not  by  a  conftrain'd 
"  outfide  Appearance,  and  a  dry 
*'  ceremonious  Complaifance,  but 
**  from  the  Abundance  of  the 
^'  Heart,  in  which  divine  Love 
"  would  be  a  living  Source  to  fur- 
"  nifli  it  with  all  the  Sentiments 
"  and  Difpofitions  of  the  moft  af- 
"  feftionatc  and  fubftantial  Kind- 
"  nefs.  Nothing  is  fo  dry,  fo 
"  hard,  fo  cold,  fo  clofe,  as  a 
*'  Heart,  which  loves  only  it  felf, 
N  z  Nothing 
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*'  Nothing  is  fo  tender,  (o  open, 
^*  fo  fenfible,  fo  meek,  fo  lovely 
"  and  fo  loving  as  a  Heart,  which 
*'  is  poffefs'd  and  animated  by- di- 
*J  vine  Love.  :    ' 

Monjieur  de  Cambray  us'd  an  in- 
finite Delicacy  in  his  Conduft  and 
Way  of  Carriage  with  his  Friends. 
He  faw  their  Faults,  and  bore 
with  them,  with  great  Mildnefs 
and  Sweetnefs  of  Temper.  He 
waited  the  proper  Moment  of 
fpeaking,  laid  hold  of  it  when 
it  came,  and  knew  how  to  feafon 
his  Advice  in  fuch  a  Manner  as 
that  the  moft  unpleafing  Truths 
never  gave  Offence. 

"  It  is  oftentimes,  faid  he,  our 
[[  own  Imperfedion,  which  makes 

''  us 
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''  US  reprove  the  Imperfeftions  of 
"  others.  'Tis  a  fharpfighted,  pe- 
*'  netrating  Self-love,  which  ne- 
"  ver  pardons  the  Self  love  of  ano- 
''  ther.  The  Paffions  of  other  Men 
*^  fccm  infinitely  ridiculous,  and  in- 
**  fupportable  to  him  who  is  giv- 
"  en  up  to  his  own.  Divine 
**  Charity  makes  great  Allowances 
*'  for  the  Weakneffes  of  others, 
^*  bears  with  them ,  and  treats 
*'  them  with  Gentlenefs  and  Com 
*'  defcenfion.  It  is  never  over- 
^  hafty  in  its  proceeding.  The 
"  lefs  wc  have  of  Self  love,  the 
*'  more  eafily  we  accommodate  our 
*'  fclves  to  the  Imperfeaions  of 
'*  others,  in  order  to  cure  them 
"  patiently.  We  never  make  an 
*'  Incifion  without  putting  a  great 
"  deal  of  Balm- upon  the  Wound. 
N  3  Wc 
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"  We  don't  venture  upon  an  Ope- 
"  ration,  but  when  Nature  her 
"  felf  difcovers,  that  flie  prepares 
"  for  it.  We  {hall  wait  whole 
"  Years  for  a  favourable  Oppor- 
"  toniry  to  give  one  fingle  Piece 
"  of  wholfom  Advice. 

Nothing  can  be  finer,  than  what 
.he  nrwkes  Sccrates  fay,  upon  this 
Head,  to  Timon^thc  Man  hater> 
in  his  Dialogues  of  the  De^d. 

'■'O   Zj  ' .  -  ■  \     ■     /  ...   "' 

^^  A  Man  of  imperfed  Virtue 
ft!  finks  under  the  Weight  of  other 
^  Men's  Imperfedions.  Such  a 
*^  one  ftill  loves  hhnfelf  too  much 
^^  to  bear  with  what  is  contrary  to 
^'  bis  own  TaftC)  and  to  his  own 
V  Maxims*  Self  love  will  no  more 
^*  tndufe  CO  be  contradided    by 

«  Vice 


''  Vice  than  by  Virtue.  Imper- 
'^  fed  Virtue  is  captious,  cenfo- 
"  rious,  four,  fevere,  and  impla- 
^*  cable.  Pcrfed  Virtue  is  always 
"  uniform,  meek,  affable,  and 
"  compaffionate.  It  takes  every 
"  Burthen  upon  its  felf,  and  thinks 
"  of  nothing  but  doing  good.  It 
"  is  this  Principle  of  Difinterefted- 
"  nefs  with  regard  to  our  felves, 
"  and  of  Compaflion  for  othersj 
"  which  is  the  true  Bond  of  So- 
**  cfety. 

This  fweet  and  mild  Difpofition 
did  not  however  hinder  Monjieur 
de  Cambray  from  fpeaking  the 
Truth  to  fuch  of  his  Friends,  who 
were  able  to  bear  it.  His  firm 
Behaviour  in  this  refpeft,  and  his 
thorough  Acquaintance  with  the 
N  4  Heart 
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Heart  of  Man,  will  be  equally  fecn 
by  the  following  Letter. 

'^'T^HE  main  and  predominant 
JL  *'  Difpofition  of  your  Heart, 
"  and  which  you  have  nourifh'd  e- 
'^  ver  fmce  your  Childhood,  is  an 
*'  unbridled  Self-love,  difguis'd  un- 
**  der  the  Appearance  of  an  he- 
^^  roick  Delicacy  and  Generofity. 
**  You  are  defirous  entirely  to  for- 
"  get  your  fclf,  that  you  may  de- 
^'  vote  all  your  Attention  to  o- 
**  thcrs  5  but  this  Forgetfulnefs 
^*  tends  to  make  you  your  own 
"  Idol,  and  the  Idol  of  all  thofe 
"  for  whofe  fake  you  feem  to  for- 
**  get  your  felf.  Self-forgetfulnefs 
"  is  fomething  fo  great  and  noble, 
**  that  even  Selfiove  defires  to 
*'  imitate  it,  and  thinks  no  Glory 


"  com- 
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"  comparable  to  that  of  not  fe^k^ 
"  ing  any.  In  reality,  what  catt 
"  be  more  fweetly  flattering  to  a 
"  difccrning  and  delicate  Self-love; 
"than  to  fee  it  felf  fo  highl)^ 
**  applauded,  as  to  have  the  Repu^ 
"  tation  of  not  being  Self-love. 

As  Monjieitr  di  Cambr-ay  us'd 
this  Franknefs  in  fpeaking  tohis 
Friends,  fo  he  was  deftrous  thej? 
fhould  life  the  fame  with  himt 
See  the  Manner  in  which  he  writes 
to  them. 

"  X  Requeft  you,  more  thanever^ 
JL  "  not  to  fpare  me  in  telling 
"  me  my  Faults.  Tho'  youfhould 
"'  think  you  difcover  a  Fault  in  me,f 
"  which  perhaps  I  have  not,  the 
"Misfortune  .will  net  be  great* 
N  5  "  If 
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♦*  If  your  Intimations  and  Advice 
"  offend  me,  I  (hall  thereby  fee 
"  that  you  have  reach'd  the  Quick. 
"  And  thus  you  will  ftill  do  me  a 
"  great  Benefit  by  inuring  mc  to 
**  Reproof,  and  to  a  Chriftian 
^^  Lowlinefsof  Spirit.  The  higher 
*^  I  am  rais'd  by  my  Charafter  the 
^*  more  I  ought  to  be  humbled. 
"  I  have  need  of  this  Simplicity, 
"  and  I  hope,  that  far  from  weak- 
"  ning  our  Union^  it  will  be  a 
"  Means  to  ftrengthcn  it. 

Neither  Abfence  nor  Diftance 
could  lefTen  Monfieur  de  Cambrafs 
Friendfhip.  During  the  whole 
Time  of  his  £xilc,  he  fcarce  ever 
had  a  Sight  of  any  df  his  bid 
Friends.  But  he  reali^'d  th^itPre- 
fence  by  the  tender  AfFedion  of 

a  Heart, 


a  Heart,  which  unites  it  felf  to 
what  it  loves  in  .the  divine  Im- 
menfity. 

"  Let  us  all  dwell,  fays  he  hi  a 
Letter  to  his  Friends,  "  in  our 
"  only  Center,  where  we  conti- 
"  nually  meet,  and  are  all  but  one 
"  and  the  fame  Thing.  We  are 
^'  very  near,  tho*  we  fee  not  one 
"  another ;  whereas  People  who 
"  hourly  fee  each  other,  and  are 
"  in  the  fame  Chamber,  yet  live 
^'•at  a  great  Diftance.  God  re- 
"  unites  all,  and  brings  together 
*'  the  remoteft  Points  of  Diftance 
*^  with  regard  to  thofe  Hearts  that 
''  are  united  in  him.  O!  what 
"  an  ugly  Thing  it  is  to  be  twOy 
^*  three,  four.  We  fliould  be  but 
"  one,  I  am  for  nothing  but  U- 
N  6  'J  nity. 


ti 
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"  nity.  All  counting  beyond  that 
proceeds  from  Divifion.  Fie  up- 
''  on  it!  Friends ',  this  fpeaks  a- 
*'  Plurality  j  they  arc  diverfe,  and 
'^  confequently  there  is  little  Love 
^^  betwixt  them.  Self^  or  what  one 
*^  calls  /,  loves  it  felf  too  much 
"  to  be  able  to  love  him  znd  her. 
^'  Let  us  then  be  all  united,  by 
'^  not  being  any  thing,  but  in  our 
^*  common  Center,  where  all  is 
"  One  without  DiftinCtion.  Let 
*'^  this  be  the  Place  of  our  Ren- 
'^  dezvous,  andourcommonDwe^- 
^*  ling.  It  is  in  this  indivifi- 
"  ble  Point  that  China  and  Ca- 
*'^  7iada  touch  each  other.  The 
"  being  deprived  of  feeing  you  does 
"not  fail  to  affed  me  very  fen- 
"  fibly  :  But  Lmuft  bear  it  peace- 
^^  ably  fo  long  as  God  thinks  fit, 

"  and 
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"  and  even  to  Death  if  it  be  his 
''  Pleafure. 

He  held  every  thing  in  com^ 
mon  with  his  Friends,  and  was* 
but  one  Heart,  and  one  Mind' 
with  them.  O  !  what  a  beautiful 
^'  Spedacle  would  it  be,  faid  he 
frequently,  "to  fee  all  Sorts  of 
'*  Goods  in  common,  no  Body 
"•  looking  upon  his  Knowledge 
*'  and  his  Virtues,  his  Joys  and  his 
"  Riches  as  his  peculiar  Proper- 
"  ty.  Tis  thus  that  the  Saints  in 
"  Heaven  polTefs  every  Thing  in 
*^  God,  without  having  any  thing^ 
"  of  their  own.  *  Tis  the  Flux 
*^  and  Reflux  of  an  infinite  Ocean 
"  of  Good,  common  to  all,  which 
*'  fatiates  their  Defires,  and  com- 
'^  pleats  their  Happinefs.     Every 

"  oae 
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"  one  receives  according  to  his  Ca- 
"  pacity,  and  returns  back  all. 
"  God  is  himfelf  alone  all  things 
*'  in  all,  and  no  one  has  any  thing 
"  that  is  particularly  his  own.  They 
**  areftript  of  all  Property  in  this 
"  Poffeffion  of  the  infinite  Gxx)d. 
"  They  are  perfeftly  happy,  bybe- 
"  ing  perfeftly  poor.  If  this  Po- 
"  verty  of  Spirit  prevaird  among 
"  Friends  here  below,  and  they 
•'  had  all  their  temporal  and  fpi- 
^^  ritual  good  things  in  common, 
"  wc  fhouid  hear  no  mofc  thofc 
"  cold  Words  of  mine  and  thine. 
**  We  (hould  be  all  at  the  fame  time 
'^  both  poor  an8  rich  in  Unity. 

No  Body  was  more  perfedly  re- 

fignU  to  the  divine  Will  than  Mon- 

fiewr  de  Cambray,   yet  no  Body 

was 
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was  more  fenfibly  touch'd  with 
the  Lofs  of  his  Friends.  There 
is  a  favage  kind  of  Virtue  which 
takes  a  Pride  in  a  ftoical  Infenfibi- 
lity  of  Temper :  True  Virtue  re- 
gulates the  Paffions  without  cx- 
tinguifliing  them,  and  can  recon- 
cile the  Sentiments  of  Humanity 
with  thofe  of  Religion,  fo  that 
the  one  fhall  not  deftroy  the  other. 
Monftetir  de  Cambray  us*d  to  weep 
bitterly  for  the  Death  of  his 
Friends,  without  either  hiding  his 
Tears,  or  endeavouring  to  with- 
hold them  by  the  Strength  of  Phi- 
lofophy.  What  a  lovely  Sight 
was  it,  to  fee  this  great  Man  be- 
come a  Child  by  the  Tendemefs 
of  Friendftiip  !  Yet  in  the  midft 
of  his  Grief,*  he  ftlll  preferv'd  his 
Tranquillity,  and  comforted  thofe 

who 
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who  mourn'd  like  himfelf  for  the 
Death  of  a  virtuous  Friend.  See 
the  Manner  in  which  he  us*d  to 
exprefs  himfelf  upon  thefe  Occa- 
flons. 

"  Let  us  unite  our  felves  in 
"  Heart  to  him,  whom  we  re. 
"  gret.  Tho"  become  invifible> 
"  he  is  not  far  from  us.  He  fees 
^'  and  loves  us-,  and  is  touched 
*•  with  our  Ncceffities.  Safely 
"arrived  himfelf  in  the  wlfh'd  for 
"  Haven,  he  prays  for  us  who 
*'  are  ftill  expos'd  to  Shipwrack. 
'^  He  fays  to  us  with  a  fccret 
"  Voice,  Haften  to  rejoin  me. 
"  Pure  and  holy  Spirits  fee,  hear^ 
'^  and  always  love  their  true 
"  Friends  in  our  common  Center. 
*^  Their  Friend  (hip  is  immortal,  as- 

"  the 
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"  the  Source  of  it.  Unbelievers 
*'  love  nothing  but  themfclvcs,  o- 
''^  therwife  they  would  grow  def- 
"  pcrate  at  the  Lofs  of  their 
"  Friends  for  ever.  But  divine 
"  Friendfhip  changes  our  vifible 
^'  Feilowfhip  and  Commerce  into 
"  an  Intercourfe  by  pure  Faith. 
"  It  weeps  and  laments,  but  is 
"  comforted  at  the  fame  Time  by 
"  the  Hope  of  meeting  again  its 
"  Friends  in  the  Region  of  Truth, 
"  and  in  the  Bofom  of  Love  hinv 
['  felf. 

Let  mc  give  the  Reader  a  (bort 
Specimen  of  another  Style,  but 
where  the  fame  tender  Sentiments 
abound.  He  us'd  a  different  Lan- 
guage in  expreffing  the  fame  things, 
according  to  the  Tafte  of  thofeto 
whom  he  fpake. 
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« 

*^  True  Friends  arc  the  greatcft 
"  Svl^ects  and  Bitterncfles  in  Life. 
*'  One  would  be  tempted  to  wifll, 
*^  that  all  fmcere  Friends  could  by 
*'  Agreement  die  together  the 
*'  fame  Day.  Thofe,  who  love 
"  nothing,  would  bury  all  Man- 
*^  kind  with  dry  Eyes,  and  a  con- 
"  tented  Heart.  Such  Men  are 
•*  tlbt  worthy  to  Hie.;  The  Sen- 
^*  fibilrty  of  Friendffiiip  iS  indeed 
"  aSt)Utcetyf  much  Pain  and  Suf- 
*'  fering,  but  thofe  who  have  this 
"  Senfibility  would  be  afliam'd  to 
"  be  without  it,  and  had  rather 
^*  fuffer,  than  be  mfenfiblc. 

Such  was  the  Character  of  Mon- 
Jteur    de    Cambray   in   Point    of 
Friendfhip.    How  great  and  emi- 
nent 
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nent  foever  the  Talents  of  his 
Underftanding  were,  he  cxcell'd 
ftill  more  in  the  good  Qualities  of 
his  Heart. 

Towards  the  Year  1709,  a 
young  Prince  fpent  fome  Time 
with  him  at  his  Palace,  and  in  di- 
verfe  Converfations  they  had  to- 
gether, liften'd  to  him  with  great 
Veneration  and  Docility.  .  Tiie 
Archbifliop  recommended  to  him 
above  all  Things,  never  to  compel 
his  Subjeds.  to,  change  their  Re- 
ligion. '^  Liberty  of  Thought,  faid 
he  to  him,  "  is  an  impregnable 
^i  Fortrefs  which  no  human  Power 
*j  can  force.  Violence  can  ney^t 
"  convince  i  it  only  makes  Hy- 
^"  pocritcs.      When    Kings  take 

<«  upon 
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^'  upon  them  to  direft  in  Matters 
"  of  Religion,  inllead  of  prote^E- 
**  ing  it,  they  bring  it  into  Bon- 
"  dage.  You  ought  therefore  to 
"  grant  to  All  a  legal  Toleration, 
**  not  as  approving  every  thing  in- 
*''  differently,  but  fuffering  withPa- 
*^  ticnce  what  God  fuffers,  and  en- 
"  deavouring  to  reconcile  the  mif- 
**  led  by  foft  and  gentle  Perfua- 
«  Iton. 

His  Difcourfcs  to  him  upon 
Politicks  were  in  the  fame  Strain^ 
m  which  Mentor  fpeaks  to  Tele- 
machtis.  He  fet'  before  him  th^ 
Advantages  he  might  draw  from 
the  Form  of  Governmem-  in -his 
Country,  and  from  the  Regard  he 
was.  obliged;  to  have  for  his  Senate. 

This 
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"  This  Tribunal,  faid  he,  can  do 
*'  nothing  without  you,  Sir.     Are 
^*  you  not  powerful  enough  >  You 
^'fcan  do  nothing  without  it.    Are 
*Jj  you  not  happy  in  being  free  to 
*>  do  all    the   Good  you  would, 
"  and  to  have  your   Hands  ty*d, 
o^^.when  you  would  do  amifs  \    E- 
"  very  wife   King  fliould  wifli  to 
"  be  only   the    Executor  of  the 
^'  Laws,   and   to  have  hi«  Power 
*'  moderated  by  a  fupremc  Coun- 
*'  feL     The  paternal  Authority  is 
*■*-  the  firft  Model  of  Government. 
*'  Every  Good  Father  (hould  aft 
*'  in  Concert   with   thofe   of  his 
"  Children,    who   have  the  mod 
"  Wifdom  and  Experience. 

It  was  thus  that  Monjieur  de  Cam: 
bray  endeavoufd  to  promote  the 

•Hap. 
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Happinefs  of  other  Nations,  con- 
fidcring  himfelf  as  a  Citizen  of 
the  World.  I  fliall  give  here  a 
general  Idea  of  his  political  Prin- 
ciples difpers'd  up  and  down  in  his 
Telemachusy  and  iti  his  dialogues 
of  the  T>eady  and  with  which  he 
often  entertained  the  young  Prince 
before  mentioned,  during  his  Stay 
at  Cambray. 

"  All  the  Nations  of  the  Earth 
^*  arc  but  fo  many  different  Fa- 
"  milies  of  one  and  the  fame  Re- 
^*  publick,  of  which  God  is  the 
*'  common  Father.  The  natural 
"  and  univerfal  Law  by  which 
"  he  would  have  each  Family  go- 
"  vern'd  is  to  prefer  the  Tublick 
'*  Good  to  private  Interefl, 


If 
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"  If  Men  were  guided  by  this 
'*  Law,  every  one  would  be  fway- 
"  cd  by  Reafon  and  Friendjhip  in 
"  the  doing  of  what  he  does  at 
"  prefent   only  for  Intereft  ^    or 
"  through  Fear.     But  we  are  fo 
"  blinded  and  corrupted  by  our 
"  Paflions,   that  we  neither  Iqvc 
"  nor  underftand  this  great  Law. 
*^  It  has  become  neceffary  to  cx- 
*«  plain  it,  and  put   it  in  Execu- 
"  tion  h'j  national  Laws ^  andcon- 
^<  fequently  to  cftablifli  a  fupreme 
"  Authority,    which  might  judge 
"  in  dernier  Rejforty  and  to  which 
"  all  might  have   Recourfe  as  to 
"  the  Fountain  of  Political  Uni- 
"  tjy  and  Civil  Order ;  otherwife 
''  there  would  be  as  many  Arbi- 
[[  trary  Governments  as  Men. 

"  Love 
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"  Love  of  the  People,  thePub- 
"  lick  Good,  the  common  Intereft 
«  of  the  Society,  is  then  the  im- 
"  mutable  and  univerfal  Law  by 
"  which  Sovereigns  are  to   rule. 
«'  This  Law  is  antecedent  to  all 
«^  Contraft.     It  is  founded  in  Na- 
"  ture   it    felf.     Tis  the    Source 
"  of  all  other  Laws,  and  the  Rule 
**  by  which  they  fhould  be  made. 
^^•He  who  governs,  ought  to  pay 
"  the  moft  perfeft  Obedience  to 
«^  this  Primitive    Law.     He    has 
^^  abfolute  Power  over  the  People, 
"  but  this  Law  fliould  have  abfo- 
«  lute    Power  over    him.      The 
"  common  Father  of  the  great  Fa- 
"  mily  has  committed  the  Care  of 
"  his  Children  to  him  for  no  other 
"  End  but  their  Happinefs.     His 
^^  Intention    is    that    one    fingle 
5  "  Man 
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"  Man  fliould  minifter  by  his 
"  Wifdom  to  the  Felicity  of  fo 
'*  great  a  Number,  and  not  that 
**  fo  great  a  Number  fhould  fervc 
*'  by  their  Mifery  to  flatter  the 
'*  Pride  of  one  Man.  It  is  not 
"  for  his  own  Sake  that  he  is 
"  made  a  King  by  God,  but  only 
"  to  be  the  Guardian  of  the  Peo- 
^<  pie  5  and  he  is  no  farther  wor- 
"  thy  of  th€  Royal  Dignity  than 
"  as  he  forgets  himfelf  for  the 
«  Sake  of  the  Publick  Good. 

"  The  Tyranny  of  Princes  who 
*'  govern  by  Defpotick  Sway  is  a 
<«  Violation  ofthe  common  Rights 
"  of  Men,  as  Brethren.  'Tis  aa 
<*  entire  overturning  of  the  great 
"  Law  of  Nature,  to  maintaia 
<'  and  fupport  which  is  their  on- 
<«  ly  Office.  Defpotick  Power 
O  "ia 
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<<  in  the  Multitude  is  a  fenfelefs 
«*  blind  Power,  which  turns  fran- 
<*  tick  and  furious  againft  it  felf. 
t^  A  People  that  has  been  fpoilt  by 
**  an  Excefs  of  Liberty  is  the  moft 
1*  infupportable    of    all    Tyrants. 
•<  The  Wifdom  of  every  Govern- 
^*  ment   confifts     in   ifinding    the 
"  Middle    between      thefe     two 
"  dreadful  Extremes,  in   a  Liber- 
<*  ty  which    is   bounded   and  re- 
**  Jirain'd  by  the  fole  Authority  of 
*'  the  Laws,     But  fo  blind  are 
«  Men,  and  fo  much  their  own 
"  Enemies,  that  they  cannot  con- 
<*  fine  themfelves  to  this  juft  Mc- 
<*  dium. 

"  Sad  Condition  of  human  Na- 
"  ture!  Princes,  jealous  of  their 
"  Power,  are  always  for  enlarg- 
^^  ing  it.     The  People   fond   of 

"  their 
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«  their  Liberty,  arc  ever  for  aug- 
*«  meriting  it.  It  is  better  howe- 
"  ver  patiently  to  fuffer  for  the 
*'  Sake  of  Order  thofe  Evils  which 
"  are  unavoidable  even  in  the 
"  beft  regulated  States,  than  to 
«  fhakc  off  the  Yoke  of  ^11  Au- 
**  thority,  and  to  abandon  our 
"  felves  to  the  wild  Fury  of  the 
"  Multitude,  who  a£l  neither  by 
^'  Rule  nor  Law.  When  there- 
"  fore  the  fupreme  Power  is  once 
"  lodged ,  by  fundamental  Laws, 
"  in  one  alone^  in  a  fewy  or  in 
"  manfy  we  ought  to  bear  the  A* 
"  bufes  of  it,  till  we  can  find 
"  a  Remedy  confident  with  Or- 
\\  der. 

"  All  Sorts  of  Government  arc 

"  of  Neceflity  imperfeft,  becaufe 

*^  the  fupreme  Authority  mufl  of 

O  2  «  Necet 
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«  Neceflity  be  trufted  in  the 
^*  Hands  of  thofe  who  are  but 
«  Men.  And  all  Kinds  of  Govern- 
*^  ment  are  good  when  the  Gover- 
**  nors  aft  by  the  great  Law  of 
"the  Tublkk  Weal  In  the 
*^  Theory,  fome  certain  Forms 
"  appear  more  eligible  than  others ; 
*'  but  in  the  Pradice  we  find, 
*'  that  the  Inconveniences  to  which 
*'  all  States  are  exposed  through 
"  the  Weaknefs  or  Corruption  of 
"  Men,  (  all  fubje(a  to  the  fame 
"  Paffions )  are  pretty  near  equal. 
"  It  very  feldom  fails  but  the  Mo- 
**  narch,  or  the  Senate,  is  wHol- 
<«  ly  influenc'd  and  led  by  two  or 
*^  three  Men. 

"  The  Happinefs  then  of  hu- 
"  man  Society  is  not  to  be  ob- 
^*  tain'd   by  changing   and   over- 

^^  turning 
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''  turning  the  cftablifli'd  Forms, 
"  but  by  fuggefting  to  Princes, 
**  that  the  Safety  of  their  Go- 
"  vernment  depends  upon  the 
"  Happinefs  of  their  Subjeds,  and 
"  by  inculcating  upon  the  Peo- 
"  pie,  that  in  order  to  their  fo- 
"  lid  Happinefs,  there  muft  be  a 
"  Subordination.  Liberty  without 
^'  Order  is  a  Licentioufnefs  which 
"brings  arbitrary  Power.  Order 
"  without  Liberty  is  a  Slavery 
*'  which  ends  in  Anarchy. 

"  On  the  one  Hand,  Princes 
"  Ihould  be  taught,  that  to  go- 
"  vern  with  unlimited  Power  is 
"  a  Madnefs  which  proves  ruia- 
"  ous  to  their  juft  Authority, 
"  WhenSovereignsaccuftomthem- 
*^  felves  to  know  no  other  Law 
^'  bta:  their  abfolute  Will,  they 
O  I  <^  fap 
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"  fap  the  Foundations  of  their 
^^  Dominion.  There  will  come  a 
^^  fudden  and  violent  Revolution, 
"  which,  inftead  of  reftraining  their 
'^^  exccjflive  Power,  will  irrecove- 
l^  rably  put  an  end  to  it. 

"  On  the  other  Hand,  the  Peo- 
^^  pie  fliould  be  made  fenfible, 
"  that  Kings  being  liable  to  Ha- 
^*  treds>  Jealoufies,  and  involunta- 
"  ry  Miftakes,  which  have  ter- 
f|  riblc ,  but  unfprefeen.  Confe- 
"  quences,  are  to  be  pitied  and 
*^  excufcd.  Men  are  unhappy  in 
**  that  they  are  to  be  governed  by 
**  a  King  who  is  but  a  Man  Hke 
^^  themfelvess  for  it  would  need 
'*  a  divine  Wifdom  to  reform, 
^  and  conduft  them.  But  Kings 
**  arc  not  lefs  unfortunate,  being 
*'  but  Men,  that  is  to  fay,    weak 

«  and 
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^^  and  imperfeft,  to  have  fuch  a 
**  numberlefs  Multitude  of  cor- 
"  rupt  and  deceitful  Men  to  go- 
"  vern. 

"It  was  by  thefe  Maxims,  c- 
"  qually  adapted  to  all  States,  that 
"  the  wife  Mentor  endeavoured 
"  to  make  his  Country  happy,  in 
^*  maintaining  the  due  Subordina- 
"  tion  of  Ranks.  It  was  thus 
"  that  he  reconciled  the  Liberty 
^^  of  the  People  with  Obedieiice 
"  to  Sovereigns;  feeking  to  make 
"  Men  at  the  fame  time  good 
"  Common- wealth's  Men  and  ley* 
"  al  Subjefts,  fabmiflivc  withjoiic 
"  being  Slaves,  and  free  with- 
"  out  being  licentious.  The  pure 
"  Love  of  Order  is  the  Foun- 
"  tain  of  all  his  poTttkiil  a^  w^ll 
^^  as  of  his  religiousVittvics.  The 
O  4  "  fame 
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*'  fame  Unity  of  Principles  pre- 
"  vails  throughout  all  his  Senti- 
[[  ments. 

Monjteur  de  Cambray  liv'd  al- 
moft  always  in  an  intimate  Union 
with  his  Pupil  the  Duke  of  Bur- 
gtindy.  It  was  fome  Years  after 
the  Bifliop's  Banifhment  before  this 
youngPrince  had  Means  to  write 
to  him,  but  at  length  having  found 
an  Opportunity  he  wrote  him  the 
following  Letter  at  nineteen  Yea« 
of  Age. 

Verfailles  the  zi^  ^/December, 
1701. 

"  A  T  length,  my  dear  Arch- 
,  j£jL  "  bilhop,  after  four  Years 
'^Silence,  I  have  found  an  Oppor- 

"  tunity 
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'^  tunity  of  writing.  I  have  fuf- 
"  fercd  many  Afflidions  fincc  our 
"  Separation,  but  one  of  the  great- 
"  eft  has  been  rhat  of  not  being 
"  able  to  give  you  any  Proof  of 
"  my  AfFedion  for  you  all  this 
"  while  5  and  how  much  your 
"  Misfortunes,  inftead  of  leffcning,' 
"  have  increafed  my  Friendfliip. 
"  I  look  forward  with  a  great  deal 
"  of  Pleafurc,  to  the  Time  when 
"  I  (hall  be  able  to  fee  you  again ; 
"  but  I  fear  it  :^  y.  t  very  far  off. 
"  I  have  had  a  fecrct  I/.dignatioa 
«  at  all  the  Ufage  you  have  met 
<'  with  5  but  we  miift  fubmit  to 
"  the  divine  Will ,  and  believe 
"  that  all  has  come  to  pafs  for 
"  our  Good. 

O  5  The 
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The  Duke  oi Burgundy  after  this 
correfponded  frequently  with  Mon- 
Jieur  de  Cambray.  The  following 
Letter  will  Ihew  the  Style  in 
which  the  Archbifhop  us'd  to  write 
to  him. 

[^  /^Fftpring  of  St.  LouiSy  imi- 
V^  ''  tate  your  Forefather. 
"  Be ,  like  him ,  mild ,  humane , 
"  eafy  of  Accefs,  affable,  com- 
"  paflionate  and  liberal.  Let  your 
"  Grandeur  never  hinder  you  frona 
*'  condefcending ,  out  of  Good- 
"  nefs,  to  the  loweft  of  your  Sub- 
*'  jeds,  to  put  your  felf  in  their 
*'  Place  5  yet  fo,  that  this  Good- 
"  nefs  may  never  weaken  your  Au- 
"  thority,  nor  leflen  their  Refpeclv 
*'  Study  Men  continually  i  learn  to 
[[  make  ufe  of  them,  without  mak- 
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*'  ing  them  your  Mafters,  Search 
*'  the  whole  World  for  Merit. 
"  It  is  commonly  modefl:  and 
"  retir'd.  Virtue  does  not  pierce 
"  the  Throng  to  Ihew  it  felf.  It 
"  is  neither  forward  nor  greedy, 
"  and  is  content  to  be  forgot.  Suf- 
*'  fer  not  your  felf  to  be  befet 
*^  by  infinuating  Flatterers.  Make 
^^  it  Icnown  that  you  love  neither 
"  Praifes  nor  mean  cringing  Ad- 
''  drefles.  Shew  no  Confidence 
"  but  in  thofe  who  have  the  Cou- 
^^  rage  to  contradift  you  with  Rc-^ 
"  fped^  and  who  love  your  Re- 
*'  putation  better  than  your  Fa- 
<*  vour. 

"  It  is  time  for  you  to  fliew 

"  the  World  a  Maturity  and  Vi- 

"  gour  of  Mind  proportioned  to  the 

\^  prefent  Exigence.  St.  Lmiis  was, 

O  6  "  at 
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"  at  your  Age,  the  Delight  of  the 
"  Good,  and  the  Terror  of  the 
"  Bad.  Lay  afidt  then  all  the  A- 
"  mufcments  of  your  pad  Years. 
^'  Let  it  be  feen  that  you  have 
**  Thoughts  and  Sentiments  be- 
"  coming  a  Prince.  You  muft 
"  make  your  felf  be  loved  by  the 
"  Good,  feared  by  the  Bad,  and 
"  cfteemed  by  all.  Haften  to  rc- 
"  form  your  felf,  that  you  may 
"  labour  with  Succefs  in  the  Re- 
**  formation  of  others. 

"  There  is  nothing  weak,  mc- 
^'  lancholy,  or  conftrain'd  in  true 
"  Piety.  It  enlarges  the  Heart. 
"  It  is  fimple  and  lovely.  It  bc- 
*^*  comes  all  Things  to  all  Men, 
"  that  it  may  gain  all.  The 
*'  Kingdom  of  God  does  not  con- 
"  fift  in  a  fcrupulous  Obfervation 

"  of 
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*^  of  little  Pun£lilio*s.  It  confifts 
*'  in  the  Exercife  of  the  Virtues 
"  proper  to  each  Man's  State  and 
^'  Vocation.  A  great  Prince  is 
"  not  to  ferve  God  in  the  fame 
"  Manner  as  a  Hermit,  or  as  a 
*'  private  Man.  St.  Louis  be- 
"  came  a  Saint  by  a  Life  beconi- 
**  ing  a  great  King.  He  was  in- 
"  trepid  in  War,  decifive  in  Coun- 
**  cil,  fuperlor  to  other  Men  by 
*^  the  Noblenefs  of  his  Sentiments? 
"  without  being  haughty,  prefum- 
"  ptuous,  or  inflexible.  He  pur^ 
"  fued  the  true  Intercft  of  his  Na- 
"  tion,  of  which  he  was  the  Fa- 
*'  ther  as  well  as  King.  In  all 
"  the  principal  Affairs  he  faw  eve- 
**  ry  thing  with  his  own  eyes.  He 
"  was  diligent,  provident,  mode- 
"  rate,  upright  and  fteady  in  his 

«  Nego- 
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'^^rNegotiations  ,  infomueh  that 
^V  Strangers  trufted  no  lefs  to  him 
'^  than  his  own  Subjefts.  Never 
*'  did  Prince  fhew  greater  Wif- 
''  dom  ill  ordering  and  governing 
'^'  his  People,  and  in  the  Meafures 
^'^^  he  took  to  make  them  good  and 
"  happy.  He  tenderly  lov*d  and 
*'  plac'd  a  Confidence  in  all  thofc 
"  who  deferv'd  it ;  but  was  ftea^ 
*^  dy  and  firm  in  correfting  even 
"  thofe  whom  he  lov*d  moft.  He 
^^  was  noble  and  magnificent  ac- 
**  cording  to  the  Manners  of  his 
"  Time,  but  without  Pomp  or 
*^  Luxury.  His  Expence,  which. 
*^  was  great,  was  ordered  with  fo 
"  much  Oeconomy,  that  it  did  not 
"  hinder  him  from  disburthening 
"  all  his  Demefns. 
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"  Be  the  Heir  of  his  Virtues 
'^  before  you  inherit  his  Crowns 
"  Invoke  him  with  Confidence  in 
^'  your  Neceflities.  Remember, 
<*  that  his  Blood  flows  in  your 
"  Veins,  and  that  the  fame  Spirit  of 
"  Faith,  by  which  he  was  fan£li- 
"  fied,  bught  to  be  the  Life  of 
^'  your  Heart.  He  looks  down 
*^  upon  you  from  Heaven,  where 
*'  he  prays  for  you ,  and  where 
"  he  defires  you  may  one  Day 
"  reign  with  him  in  God.  Unite 
"  your  Heart  with  his.  Conferva:, 
^^  Fill  mi,  precept  a  Tatris  tt4. 

After  the  Death  of  this  Prince^ 
his  Cabinet  was  found  full  of  fuch 
Letters.  Madame  de  Maintenon 
read  them  all  to  the  King,  aad 
upon   that    Occafion    wrote    the 

fol. 
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following  Letter  to  the  Duke  of 

Beauvilliers. 


"  T  Would  have  fent  you  all 
JL  "  that  was  found  of  Mon- 
"  Jteur  de  Cambrafs  in  the  Dau- 
*^  phin's  Cabinet,  but  the  King 
/'  would  needs  burn  all  himfelf, 
"  I  confefs  to  you,  that  I  regret 
*^  the  Lofs  exceedingly.  Nothing 
"  can  ever  be  written  fo  fine  or 
*^'  fo  good.  If  the  Prince  we 
"  moura  for  had  any  Faults,  they 
"  were  not  owing  to  his  having 
"  been  too  timoroufly  advis*d,  or 
"  too  much  flattered.  One  may 
"  with  Reafon  fay,  that  thofewho 
"  walk  uprightly  Jhall  never  be 
^'  confounded. 

This 
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This  young  Prince  died  in  the 
Year  171 2.  Monfieur  de  Cam- 
bray  receiv'd  the  News  of  his 
Death  with  the  moft  lively  Sor- 
row, and  moft  perfeft  Refigna» 
tion.  He  wept  like  a  difconfolate 
Father,  but  at  the  fame  faid,  "  If 
"  there  needed  no  more  than  to 
*'  move  a  Straw  to  bring  him  to 
"  Life  again,  contrary  to  the  di- 
*'  vine  Pleafure,  I  would  not  do 
"  it.     My  Bonds  are  broken. 

It  would  argue  an  Ignorance 
of  human  Nature  to  imagine  that 
any  Perfon,  even  of  the  pureft  Vir- 
tue, could  forbear  being  ty'd  to  a 
Prince  form'd  by  his  Hands,  and 
vvhofe  Capacity  and  Wifdom  > 
whofe  Talents  for  governing  and 
pacifick   Virtues  were   the  Hope 

of 
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of  a  Nation  harrafled  and  oppref- 
fcd  by  long  and  bloody  Wars. 

The  Death  of  fuch  a  Prince 
gave  the  finifhing  Stroak  to  di& 
engage  Mon/ieur  de  Cambray  from 
all  Creatures,  and  made  him  pafa 
into  a  divine  Life ,  in  which  he 
afpir'd  after  nothing  but  Immor- 
tality. 

He  liv'd  three  Years  after  his 
JVuguft  Pupil,  and  faw  the  Duke  of 
Beauvilliersy  and  the  Duke  of  C^^- 
mreufe-,  his  two  intimate  Friends 
and  Confidents,  die  before  him. 

His  Submiffion,  Mceknefs,  Si- 
lence, and  the  inviolable  Attach- 
ment he  had  tcftified,  during  the 
whole  time  of  his  Baniflimenr^ 
both  to  his  Majcfty  and  to  the 
Church,  had  made  by  Degrees  fuch 
an    Imprcfllon  upon    the  Kings 

Mind, 
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Mind,  that  he  came  off  entirely 
from  his  Prejudices  againft  him. 
He  made  him  be  eonfulted  in  di- 
verfe  Occafions,  and  at  laft  took 
a  Refolution  of  calling  him  back 
to  Court :  But  Providence  ordain- 
ed otherwife. 

In  the  Beginning  of  the  Year 
171 5,  he  fell  ill  of  an  Inflamma- 
tion of  his  Lungs,  which  put  him 
into  a  continued  Fever.  It  lafted 
fix  Days  and  an  half,  accompanied 
with  fliarp  Pains.  During  this  time 
he  gave  all  the  Tokens  of  a  truly 
Chriftian  Patience,  Meeknefs,  and 
Conftancy.  There  was  nothing  to 
be  difcovercd  in  him  which  re- 
fembled  either  that  timorous  Kind 
of  Devotion  which  labours  under 
the  Dread  of  eternal  Mifery,  or 
that  philofophical  Fortitude  which 

blindly 
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blindly  yields  to  its  Deftiny  with- 
out Fear  or  Hope.  He  (hcw'd 
to  the  laft  Breath  the  Serenity  of 
a  Soul,  which  refigns  it  feif  total- 
ly into  the  Hands  of  infinite  Love. 
In  his  laft  Nioments,  and  in  the 
midft  of  his  iharpcft  Pains,  the 
only  Words  he  uttered  were,  Not 
my  Will  but  tkine  he  done. 

The  fifth  Day  of  his  Illnefs, 
finding  his  Strength  diminifh  more 
and  more,  he  didlated  the  follow- 
ing Letter  to  be  fent  to  the  King's 
Confeflbr. 

Cambray,  Jan.  6,  1715- 
"  T"  Have  juft  receiv'd  Extreme 
X  "  Unaion.  'Tis  in  this 
^*  Condition,  Reverend  Father , 
"  that  I  prepare  to  appear  before 
"  God  5    and  that  I  earneftly  in- 

"  treat 
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"^  treat  you  to  lay  before  the  King 
"  my  real  Sentiments. 

"  I  have  never  been  wanting 
"  in  Docility  for  the  Church,  and 
"  have  always  dctefted  Novelties. 
'*  I  accepted  the  Condemnation 
"  of  my  Book  with  the  mod 
**  abfolute  Simplicity  of  Heart. 
'^  I  have  never  been  a  fingle  Mo- 
'*  ment  in  my  Life  without  hav- 
"  ing  the  mod  lively  Senfe  of 
*'  Gratitude,  the  moft  ingenuous 
"  Zeal,  and  the  moft  inviolable 
"  Attachment  to  the  King's  Per- 
"  fon. 

"  I  fhall  take  the  Liberty  to 
"  requeft  two  Favours  of  his  Ma- 
"  jefty,  which  refpeft  neither  my 
*-'  Perfon,  nor  any  of  mine.  The 
*'  firft  is,  that  he  will  have  the 
*•  Goodncfs  to  grant  me  a  pious, 

"regular 
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"  regular   and   worthy    Succeffbr, 

"  and  one  who  is  firm  and  ftca- 

"  dy  againft  Janfeyiifm,  which  has 

"  gained  prodigious    Credit  upon 

"  this   Frontier.     The    other   is  y 

"  that  he  will  finifti  with  my  Suc- 

"  cefifor  what  regards  my  Seniina- 

"  ry  and  its  Union  with  the  Gen- 

"  tlemen  of  St.  Sulpicius.     I  am 

"  indebted  to  his  Majefty  for  the 

**  Help  I  received  from  them.  No- 

*^  thing  can  be  feen  more  apofto* 

"  lick  or  more  venerable. 

^'  I   wifh    his  Majefty   a  long' 

"  Life,   of  which  the  Church  as 

"  well  as   the  State    has   infinite 

"  Need.     If  I  am  allowed  to  fee 

<^  God  I  will  often  implore  this 

^^  Favour  of  him. 


It  was  thus  that  this  Prelate, 
at  his  Death ,  reunited  in  one 
Stroak  all  the  Sentiments  of  his 
Heart,  and  all  the  Virtues  of  his 
Life  i  a  great  Difintereftednefs  with 
Regard  to  his  Family,  a  perfeft 
Refpeft  for  his  King  ,  an  abfo- 
lute  Docility  for  the  Church,  and 
a  fatherly  Affe£lion  for  his  FlockJ 
This  laft  Stroak  of  his  Life  is  of 
it  felf  an  intire  Pifture. 

After  his  Death  he  was  found 
without  Money  and  without  Debts* 
He  died  poor  as  he  had  liv'd.  I 
infert  here  the  firft  Part  of  his 
Will  to  fhew  the  perpetual  U- 
niformity  of  his  Sentiments  to 
the   laft  Moment  of  his  Life. 


P  «  In 
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IN  the  Name  of  the  Father, 
"of  the  Son,    and  of  the 

Holy  Ghoft. 

**  Although  I  am  at  prefcnt  in 
"  my  ordinary  State  of  Health, 
"  yet  I  ought  to  prepare  for 
"  Death.  It  is  in  this  View  that 
"  I  make,  and  that  I  write  with 
"  my  own  Hand  this  Will  and 
"  Teftament,  hereby  revoking  and 
"  annulling  all  former  ones. 

"-^I  declare  that  I  will  die  in  the 
"  Bofom  of  the  Catholick,  Apo- 
"  ftolick  and  Roman  Church,  my 
"  Mother.  God  who  reads  the 
"  Heart,  and  who  fliall  judge 
"  me,  knows  that  there  has  not 
"  been  a  Moment  of  my  Life, 
*^  wherein  I  have  not  preferv'd 
"  for  her  the  Submiflion  and  Do- 
J^  cUity    of  a  little  Child  i    and 

''  that 
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**  that  I  have  never  believed  any 
*'  of  the  Errors  which!  have  been 
"  charged  with.  When  I  wrote  the 
"  Book,  intitled,.  An  Expojition 
"  of  the  Maxims  of  the  Saint s^ 
"  I  had  no  other  View  but  todif- 
**  tinguifli  the  real  Experiences  of 
*'  the  Saints  approved  by  the  whole 
"  Church,  from  the  Illufions  of 
"  the  falfe  MyftickSy  in  order  to 
"  juftify  the  one  and  to  rejefl:  the 
"  other.  Ii*  was  by  the  Advice 
*'  of  Perfons  the  moft  averfe  to 
"  all  Delufion,  that  I  compofed 
"  this  Work,  and  I  did  not  caufe 
<'  it  to  be  printed  till  they  had 
*'  examined  it.  As  this  Work  was 
"  printed  at  Taris  in  my  Abfencc, 
"  the  Words  Invohmtary  Trouble^ 
"  with  Reference  to  Jefus  Chrift, 
^'  were  added,  which  were  not 
P2  «  in 
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"  in  the  Body  of  my  original 
*'  Text,  as  certain  Eye-witneffes 
^^  of  great  Merit  have  certify'd, 
"  and  which  had  been  put  in  the 
*'  Margin  only  to  mark  a  fniall 
"  Addition  which  I  was  advis'd 
"  to  make  in  that  Place  for  the 
**  greater  Precaution.  Moreover, 
"  it  feem'd  to  me,  upon  the  Opi- 
*^  nion  of  the  Examiners,  that  the 
"  Correftives  inculcated  in  every 
"  Page  of  this  little.  Book,  cvi- 
*^  dently  removed  ail  fahe  or  dan- 
*^  gerous  Conftruftions.  It  was  ac- 
"  cording  to  thefe  Corre£lives,  that 
*'  I  endeavoured  to  fupport  and  juf- 
^  tify  it,  while  I  was  at  Liberty 
^  fo  to  do  5  but  I  never  had  an 
*^  Intention  to  countenance  any  of 
*^  the  Errors  in  queftion,  or  to  flat- 
^  ter  any  Perfon,  whom  I  knew 

*'  pre- 
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'*  prepoflefs*d  iaFavour  of  them.  As 
^'  foon  as  Pope  Innocent  XII.  had 
"  condemned  this  Work,  I  adhered 
"  to  his  Judgment  from  the  Bot- 
"  tom  of  my  Hearc,  without  any 
"  Reftriclion,   as  I  had   promis'd 
"  to  do  in  the  Beginning.    From 
"  the  Moment  of  the  Condem- 
^'  nation,  I  have  never  faid  a  fin- 
"  gle  Word  in  Vindication  of  the 
"  Book.     I  have  never  thought  of 
"  thofe  who  attacked  it,  but  to  pray 
"  for  them  with  a  fmcere  Zeal,  and 
"  to  continue  united  with  them  in 
^'  the  Bond  of  fraternal  Charity. 

"  I  fubmit  to  the  Church  Uni- 
"  verfal,  and  to  the  ApoftolickSee, 
^V  all  my  Writings,  condemning  e- 
**  very  Thing  in  them,  which  may 
"  have  flipt  from  me  beyond  the 
^^  juft   Bounds  :    But   no   Work 

"  ought 
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"  ought  to  be  attributed  to  me, 
^'  which  may  hereafter  be  printed 
"  under  my  Name.     I  acknow- 
"  ledge  no  other  to  be  mine  but 
thofe  which  fliall  have  been  prin- 
<'  ted  by  my  Diredion,  or  own'd 
**  by  me  in  my  Life-time.     The 
"  reft  may  either  not  be  mine,  and 
"  be    attributed   to   me  without 
*'  Foundation,  or  be  mingled  with 
"  the  Performances  of  others,  or 
"  be  altered  by  the   Tranfcribers. 
"  God  forbid  that  I  fliould  take 
"  thefe  Precautions  through  an  o« 
"  ver  Tendernefs  for  my  Perfon. 
<*  I  only  think  it  my  Duty,    as  a 
"  Bifliop,  to  avoid  the  Imputation 
"  of  any  Error   contrary  to  the 
I'  Faith,  or  of  any  fufpedcd  Work. 

FINIS. 
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